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Across Borders,
Beyond Boundaries

Dear Readers,

The Indian story today stretches far beyond geographical boundaries. From the cultural
lanes of global cities to the social and intellectual debates unfolding at home, the lives of
Indians are increasingly shaped by movement, memory and change. The April edition of
PRAVASI INDIANS reflects this evolving landscape through voices that explore diaspora
life, geopolitics, social thought and personal reflection.

In our Diaspora section, RAJEEV KUMAR, a Teaching Fellow at Ibn Haldun
University in Istanbul (Tiirkiye), continues his reflections on his first journey to London.
Walking through some of the city’s most evocative intellectual and cultural landmarks—
from the Aga Khan Library and the British Museum to the ISKCON temple and the
Bengali neighbourhoods of Whitechapel—he blends personal memory with observation.
Museums provoke reflections on history and preservation, while encounters with diaspora
communities reveal the layered realities of faith, identity and empire in one of the world’s
most complex cities.

Yet the global Indian experience is also shaped by shifting geopolitical currents.
Senior journalist ANJANI KUMAR examines how rising tensions in the Middle East
are beginning to unsettle the long-standing sense of stability associated with the Gulf. For
millions of Indian migrants in Qatar, the UAE and Saudi Arabia—and their families back
home—recent developments serve as a reminder that prosperity in the region has always
been intertwined with strategic uncertainty.

Our Cover Story by former Indian diplomat SANJAY KUMAR VERMA places
these developments within a broader international context. He observes that while missile
exchanges and military manoeuvres dominate headlines, the deeper consequences of
conflicts in West Asia often emerge after the guns fall silent—reshaping energy markets,
intensifying great-power rivalries and influencing India’s strategic interests.

The issue also reflects on the complexities of modern relationships. RAJYOGI
BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI explores why bonds that begin with warmth and prom-
ise sometimes dissolve into quiet disappointment. In an age of instant connections and
digital distractions, he invites readers to rediscover the emotional and spiritual founda-
tions that sustain lasting relationships.

Migration itself is also changing direction. DR. VENKATESH GANAPATHY
examines the phenomenon of reverse migration among Indians abroad. After decades of
outward movement, many professionals are returning—drawn by family ties, cultural
belonging and the expanding opportunities of India’s growing economy. He describes this
emerging trend as the “Swades Effect.”

Closer home, SATISH SINGH highlights an inspiring initiative from Bihar. For for-
ty-five years, the Co-ordination Club has quietly supported young aspirants through peer
learning, mentorship and collective effort. Its motto—Help us to help you—captures the
enduring strength of community solidarity.

From an economic perspective, our South India Bureau Chief B. SHEKHAR assess-
es India’s position in a turbulent global environment. While many economies grapple
with inflation, debt and supply disruptions, India continues to display resilience with
steady growth, even though energy and geopolitical shifts remain challenges.

This issue also features thoughtful Hindi contributions. SUDHANSHU RANJAN
revisits debates around caste and victimhood in contemporary politics, urging society to
move beyond grievance towards confidence and social harmony.

As always, ACHARYA DINAIK’s horoscope column offers insights into life’s
rhythms through the traditional lens of astrology.

We conclude with poetry. LALITPRASAD MATHURADUTT JOSHI's stirring
lines remind readers that even amid life’s fiercest storms, one must hold courage and

never abandon the path.
o
Aoe

Happy reading PRAVASI INDIANS!
CEO and Publisher

We would love to hear from you. We also invite diaspora members to
write for us and share their experiences
Connect on: info@pravasindians.com
Follow us on: (@pravasi_indians
© @pravasi.indians
@ @pravasindians
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' SANJAY KUMAR VERMA, a 1988-batch
~Indian Foreign Service officer and former

Ambassador of India to Sudan, Japan
and Canada, observes that while missile
exchanges and military manoeuvres in
West Asia dominate headlines, the deep-
er consequences often unfold only after
the guns fall silent—reshaping global
energy markets, intensifying great-power
rivalries and affecting India’s strategic
interests in the region. For millions of In-
dian expatriates across the Gulf, he notes,
such crises also-serve as a reminder that
the region’s proesperity remains closely
tied to one of the world's most volatile
geopolitical theatres.

14-15
RELATIONSHIP

A well-acclaimed spiritual educator and columnist
with over 9,500 articles to his credit, RAJYOGI
BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUN] JI reflects on a ques-
tion that increasingly troubles modern life: why do
relationships that begin with so much promise so
often fade into quiet disappointment. One moment
there is a candlelit dinner on the first anniversary,
laughter rising with a toast to “forever” A few years
later, those same chairs gather dust, replaced by
solo Netflix binges and unanswered messages. In a
swipe-right world chasing the dream of eternal love,
relationships frequently slip away like sand through
open fingers. Nikunj Ji explores the deeper spiritual
and emotional reasons behind this paradox of mod-
ern love.

16-19
GEOPOLITICS

A Delhi-NCR-based senior journalist known for his
balanced and comprehensive analysis of international
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affairs, ANJANI KUMAR reflects on how rising geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East are beginning to unsettle the long-held
sense of security in the Gulf. The growing uncertainty is affect-
ing millions of Indian migrants in Qatar, the UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia, as well as their families back home. Recent skirmishes have
reminded expatriate communities that the region’s prosperity
is closely tied to a volatile strategic environment—prompting
many to question whether the Gulf remains the safe haven even
now it once appeared to be.

20-23
ECONOMY

Our Bengaluru-based South India Bureau Chief,

B, SHEKHAR, observes that at a time when much of the world
is grappling with economic uncertainty—driven by wars,
supply-chain disruptions, rising debt and inflation—India has
emerged as a relatively stable and fast-growing economy. With
growth projected in the range of 6-7 percent, India stands

out among major economies and is increasingly viewed as an
important bridge between the developed world and the Global
South. Yet, he cautions, challenges such as energy dependence,
volatility in global markets and regional geopolitical tensions
continue to test the country's long-term economic resilience.

@ 04/04/2026 20:36:56



Book PI April 26.indb 5

24-29

DIASPORA

RAJEEV KUMAR, a Teaching Fellow at Ibn Haldun University in
Istanbul (Tirkiye), continues his reflections on his first journey
to London. Moving through some of the city's most compelling
intellectual and cultural spaces—from the Aga Khan Library
and the British Museum to the ISKCON temple and the Bengali
neighbourhoods of Whitechapel—he weaves together per-
sonal memory and observation. Museums evoke reflections
on history and preservation, while encounters with diaspora
communities reveal the layered realities of faith, identity and
empire in one of the world's most complex cities.

30-32
DIASPORA

In his article, DR. VENKATESH GANAPATHY examines the
growing phenomenon of reverse migration. “For decades,
India's brightest minds left in search of global opportunities.
Now, many NRIs are returning—pulled by family, culture
and the momentum of India’s rising economy. | call this the
‘Swades Effect: a powerful shift where home becomes the
ultimate destination.”

33-35
BIHAR

A Mumbai-based columnist and banker, SATISH
SINGH reflects on the remarkable journey of the
Co-ordination Club, a unique initiative that has
been quietly countering Bihar's chronic job scar-
city for the past 45 years. Celebrating the power
of collective effort, he writes that this volun-
teer-driven platform has helped shape more than
1,000 careers through peer learning, mentorship
and a spirit of enduring camaraderie. “"Guided by
its simple yet powerful motto—Help us to help
you—the Club stands as a testament to how
community solidarity can create opportunity
where systems often fall short,” he adds.

36-38
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WEST ASIA CRISIS

""'ﬁ?‘h;i “E}.; « Missile exchanges and-military. _*
manoeuvres dominate headllnes
during conflicts in West Asia the true
consequences often emerge only after
the guns fall silent. A confrontation

“involving Iran could reshape global
energy markets, great-power rivalry,
and India's strategic interests in West
Asia. For millions of Indian expatriates

living across the Gulf, the crisis is also a
reminder that the prosperity of the region
remains closely tied to one of the world’s
most volatile geopolitical theatres.

BY SANJAY KUMAR VERMA

With a diplomatic career spanning 37 years, the author served as
India's Ambassador to Sudan, Japan, and Canada. Until recently, he was
Chairperson of the Research and Information System for Developing
Countries (RIS), a leading think tank, focused on the Global South and
international economic issues. His interests lie in foreign policy, security,
technology,-and the global economy.
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irens pierced the calm evening in the Gulf. Resi-

dents in Doha looked up as air defence systems

intercepted missiles streaking across the sky. For

many expatriates—among them thousands of In-

dians who have long regarded the Gulf as a zone
of stability and prosperity—the moment was unsettling. It
served as a reminder that beneath the region'’s glittering sky-
lines lies one of the world's most volatile geopolitical land-
scapes.

Wars in West Asia rarely conclude with decisive victories.
They seldom erase grievances or redraw civilisations over-
night. What they leave behind instead are altered alliances,
disrupted energy routes and societies struggling to restore
political and economic stability.

The conflict involving Iran, whether limited or prolonged,
will eventually subside, as all wars do. Yet its consequences
will extend far beyond the immediate military operations’
fall-out. From global energy markets and great-power rivalry
to the lives of millions of migrant workers in the Gulf, the rip-
ple effects of the crisis are likely to shape international poli-
tics for years to come.

Much of the commentary surrounding the Iran conflict has
understandably focused on its tactical dimensions—missile
exchanges, air strikes, naval manoeuvres and the security of
strategic installations. These dramatic developments capture
headlines and dominate policy debates.

History, however, suggests that the true consequences of
wars in West Asia often emerge only after the fighting fades.

From the oil shocks of the 1970s to the geopoalitical re-
alignments that followed the Gulf Wars, conflicts in the region
have repeatedly reshaped global economic systems, altered

Even the hint of instability around
the Strait of Hormuz can send global
energy markets into turmoil. A
conflict involving Iran could reshape
oil supply chains and accelerate
the world’s search for energy

alternatives.
o0

the balance of power among major states and influenced the
strategic calculations of countries far removed from the Mid-
dle East.

The Iran conflict may well follow a similar trajectory.

The world that emerges after the crisis will likely be
shaped by three interconnected developments: the vulnera-
bility of the global energy system, the recalibration of influ-
ence among major powers, and the strategic responses of re-
gional actors and countries like India whose interests remain
deeply intertwined with developments in West Asia.

8 | PRAVASI INDIANS | APRIL 2026

Book PI April 26.indb 8

Global Energy Shock
The first ripple of any conflict involving Iran is felt in global
energy markets. Iran occupies a central position in one of the
world's most sensitive energy corridors. The Strait of Hormuz,
the narrow maritime passage between Iran and the Arabian
Peninsula, serves as the gateway for a substantial share of
global oil and liquefied natural gas shipments. Even the per-
ception of instability in this chokepoint has historically been
enough to trigger volatility in global energy prices.

A war involving Iran reinforces a familiar reality: the glob-
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al energy system remains deeply vulnerable to geopolitical
shocks. Qil prices respond rapidly to disruptions—or even
perceived threats—to supply.

For importing economies, particularly in the developing
world, sudden increases in energy prices translate into in-
flationary pressures, higher transportation costs and slower
economic growth.

The Iran conflict therefore highlights the close relationship
between energy security and geopolitical stability. Govern-
ments across Asia and Europe are likely to intensify efforts to

www.pravasindians.com

diversify suppliers, expand strategic petroleum reserves and
invest in alternative energy sources.

Countries that depend heavily on Gulf oil—including India,
China, Japan and South Korea—have already begun exploring
new supply arrangements to reduce long-term vulnerability.

Yet diversification alone cannot eliminate risk. The Gulf re-
gion will remain central to global energy markets for decades
to come. Ensuring the safety of maritime routes and main-
taining cooperative security arrangements in this corridor will
therefore remain a critical international priority.

APRIL 2026 | PRAVASI INDIANS | 9
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With deep ties to Israel,

Iran and the Gulf monarchies,
India faces the delicate challenge
of protecting its interests while
maintaining its long-standing policy
of strategic autonomy.

| X

Hydrocarbons and the Energy Transition
The conflict also highlights a deeper structural question con-
cerning the future of energy.

For more than a century, hydrocarbons have formed the
backbone of the global economy. Modern transportation, in-
dustrial production and international trade have depended on
abundant and relatively affordable fossil fuels.

Despite growing global attention to climate change and
sustainability, hydrocarbons still account for a large share of
global energy consumption. Even the most ambitious renew-
able energy strategies recognise that oil and gas will remain
essential components of the global energy mix for decades.

The Iran conflict exposes a paradox at the centre of con-
temporary energy politics. Governments across the world

10 | PRAVASI INDIANS | APRIL 2026
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are investing heavily in renewable technologies such as solar
and wind power. Advances in battery storage, electric mabil-
ity and hydrogen-based fuels are gradually reshaping energy
systems.

Yet the global economy continues to depend heavily on
hydrocarbon supply chains concentrated in geopolitically
sensitive regions.

For many countries the lesson from repeated disruptions
in energy markets is clear: energy security requires diversifi-
cation. A resilient strategy must combine conventional fuels,
renewable capacity, technological innovation and secure in-
frastructure.

India occupies an important place in this evolving land-
scape. As one of the world's fastest-growing major econo-
mies, its demand for energy will continue to rise significantly
in the coming decades. At the same time India has emerged
as a leading advocate of renewable initiatives, particularly solar
power through efforts such as the International Solar Alliance.

New Delhi's approach seeks to shape the global energy
transition while ensuring that developmental priorities re-
main central.

The future of energy will therefore not be defined by a
sudden departure from hydrocarbons but by a gradual bal-
ancing between traditional fuels and emerging technologies.

Recalibration of Influence
The Iran conflict has also revealed how major powers are ad-
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justing their strategic outreach in West Asia. The responses
of the United States, China and Russia illustrate different ap-
proaches to influence in a changing geopolitical environment.

The United States
For the United States, the conflict has highlighted the evolv-
ing nature of its global leadership.

In earlier crises in West Asia, Washington often succeed-
ed in mobilising broad international coalitions. The Gulf War
remains one of the clearest examples of this ability to bring
together allies in support of a shared objective.

The present crisis, however, has unfolded in a far more
fragmented international environment.

Several NATO allies and traditional partners have shown
reluctance to align themselves fully with Washington's pos-

More than nine million Indians
live and work across the Gulf. For
them, geopolitical tensions are not
abstract diplomacy but a reminder
that prosperity in the region remains
closely linked to fragile stability.

5, >
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ture toward Iran. While many governments have expressed
concern about regional stability, there has been limited en-
thusiasm for direct involvement in a confrontation carrying
uncertain outcomes and economic risks.

European governments remain preoccupied with security
challenges closer to home following the Russia—Ukraine war.
Domestic political pressures and economic concerns have
also made many states cautious about becoming involved in
another Middle Eastern conflict.

Coalition building therefore no longer occurs automatically.
Even long-standing allies now assess their participation through
the lens of national interest. The Iran conflict reflects a broader
shift in which American influence remains powerful but increas-
ingly contested in a more multipolar international system.

China

China approaches West Asia from a different perspective.
Beijing's engagement with the region has been driven largely
by economic priorities including energy imports, trade expan-
sion and infrastructure investment through the Belt and Road
Initiative.

West Asia supplies a significant share of China's crude
oil imports and serves as a key link in maritime routes con-
necting Asia, Europe and Africa. Chinese firms have invested
heavily in ports, industrial zones and energy infrastructure
across the Gulf.

Diplomatically, China has cultivated relations with a wide
range of regional actors including Iran, Saudi Arabia and the

APRIL 2026 | PRAVASI INDIANS | 11
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United Arab Emirates.

This multidirectional diplomacy allows Beijing to maintain
access to energy resources while avoiding overt alignment
with regional rivalries.

Yet the Iran conflict also exposes the limitations of a strat-
egy driven primarily by economic engagement. As China’s de-
pendence on Middle Eastern energy deepens, disruptions in
the region increasingly affect its strategic interests.

Over time Beijing may find it difficult to remain only an
economic actor without assuming greater diplomatic or se-
curity responsibilities.

Russia
Russia's approach reflects a combination of opportunism and
pragmatic diplomacy.

Moscow re-established its presence in the region through
its military intervention in Syria in 2015, demonstrating its
willingness to influence the Middle Eastern balance of power.

Since then, Russia has cultivated relationships with multi-
ple actors including Iran, Israel and several Gulf states. Unlike
the rigid alignments of the Cold War period, Moscow today
maintains dialogue with competing actors simultaneously.

Energy politics also plays an important role in Russia’s
strategy. As a major hydrocarbon exporter, Russia often ben-
efits economically from rising oil prices during periods of in-
stability in the Middle East.

Russia’s strategy therefore combines diplomatic flexibility

12 | PRAVASI INDIANS | APRIL 2026
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with selective engagement.

India’s Strategic Balancing
For India the Iran conflict presents a complex diplomatic and
economic challenge.

Few countries maintain such extensive relationships
across West Asia. India enjoys strong ties with Israel, deep
economic partnerships with the Gulf monarchies and long-
standing historical connections with Iran.

This engagement reflects India’s broader foreign policy
philosophy of strategic autonomy. Rather than aligning it-
self with rigid geopolitical blocs, India has sought to maintain
pragmatic partnerships with multiple actors.

Energy security remains central to India’s interests in the
region. A significant portion of India’s oil and gas imports orig-
inates from the Gulf, making stability in maritime routes es-
sential for India’s economic trajectory.

During the recent crisis, India’s diplomacy demonstrat-
ed a measure of quiet effectiveness. Even while tensions
remained high in the Strait of Hormuz, New Delhi worked
through diplomatic channels with regional governments and
major powers to ensure that some LNG and LPG shipments
linked to India could continue to pass through the narrow
waterway.

In an active conflict environment, such movement of en-
ergy cargo was not merely a logistical achievement but also a
reflection of sustained diplomatic engagement.

04/04/2026 20:36:59
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Even after the fighting ends, the
aftermath may unfold through cyber
warfare, proxy confrontations and
shifting alliances—shaping the
strategic landscape of West Asia for

years to come.
o0

The Human Dimension
Another critical dimension concerns the Indian diasporain the
Gulf.

More than nine million Indians live and work across West
Asia, forming one of the largest expatriate communities in
the world. These individuals contribute significantly to the
economic development of their host countries while sending
substantial remittances back to India.

In recent years India has received well over one hundred
billion dollars annually in remittances, with roughly half origi-
nating in the Gulf region.

Beyond economics, the diaspora also serves as a vital
bridge between India and West Asia, strengthening cultural,
social and commercial connections.

Any prolonged instability in the region therefore carries
implications not only for energy markets and geopolitics
but also for millions of families whose livelihoods depend

on the Gulf's economic stability.

The War After the War

Conflicts in West Asia rarely remain confined to their imme-
diate geography. They reverberate across global markets,
reshape diplomatic alignments and influence the strategic
calculations of states around the world.

Even if the military outcome of the present conflict even-
tually favours the United States and Israel, it would be pre-
mature to assume that Iran will disappear as a strategic actor.

Iranian statecraft has historically relied on asymmetric
strategies, including networks of regional partners and non-
state actors.

The aftermath of the conflict may therefore witness a
shift from conventional confrontation to a prolonged phase
of low-intensity competition carried out through cyber oper-
ations, covert activities and proxy networks.

The geopolitical consequences of the Iran conflict may
thus unfold over many years rather than months.

For the world, the crisis may accelerate shifts in energy
systems and great-power competition. For West Asia, it may
reshape regional alignments.

For India, it presents both a challenge and an opportunity.

When the war fades from the headlines, the real test will
begin. Nations will have to navigate the strategic landscape
that emerges afterward.

For India the task will not be choosing sides but sustaining
its role as a balanced and responsible actor in a region whose
history, economy and future remain closely connected with
its own.
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WHY IT FADES SO QUICKLY

A candlelit dinner on your first anniversary, laughter echoing as you toast
to “forever.” Fast-forward five years—those same chairs gather dust,
replaced by solo Netflix binges and unanswered texts. We chase eternal
love in a swipe-right world, yet watch it slip away like sand through open
fingers. Why do modern relationships, brimming with promise, so often
dissolve into echoes of what might have been?

BY RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

(nikunjji@gmail.com)

Writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist, who has
written 9500+ articles/columns till date across India, Nepal & UK.

n our hyper-connected world, where a

single click opens endless possibilities

and relationships bloom at the swipe

of a finger, it's profoundly ironic that so
many bonds crumble under the weight
of time. We yearn deeply for enduring
love—those life-long partnerships that
weather every storm—vyet countless
connections flicker out, leaving trails of
disillusionment and quiet heart-ache.
What invisible forces pull them apart?
Despite our sincerest efforts and heart-
felt desires, why do even the most prom-
ising unions falter?

One core culprit lies in the relentless
pace of contemporary life. Our society,
wired for instant gratification and bom-
barded by constant stimulation, has re-
wired our approach to love itself. Con-
sider how streaming services deliver
binge-worthy shows in seconds, food
apps bring meals to your door in min-
utes, and dating apps promise match-
es on demand. Patience, once a virtue,
now feels like an archaic relic. True rela-
tionships, however, thrive on sustained
investment: shared quiet evenings,
thoughtful gestures, and unwavering
commitment. In the grind of careers,
commutes, and endless notifications,
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In a world of instant
everything, patience is
the missing ingredient
for love that lasts.

carving out that space becomes a Her-
culean task. Newly married couples, full
of initial bliss, often find themselves
ensnared in this cycle of busyness—
rushing from meetings to meals to bed,

with little emotional bandwidth left to
truly nurture their growing bond. No
one disputes this; it's the unspoken ep-
idemic of our era.

The digital revolution compounds
the issue with a seductive paradox.
Technology bridges distances like nev-
er before—video calls span oceans,
texts keep flames flickering, social me-
dia shares life’s highlights in real time.
Yet this creates a shimmering illusion
of closeness, fooling us into equating
pixels with profound intimacy. Noth-
ing rivals the raw power of face-to-
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face connection: the subtle shift in a
partner's eyes during vulnerability,
the warmth of a reassuring touch, the
unspoken language of shared silence.
Virtual exchanges, for all their conve-
nience, skim the surface—like sipping
watered-down coffee when you crave
the bold, steaming brew. This dou-
ble-edged sword erodes depth, leaving
relationships vulnerable when real-life
trials demand authentic resilience.
Equally damaging is our collec-
tive fear of vulnerability. In a culture
that lionizes rugged independence
and flawless self-sufficiency—think
Instagram feeds of solo adventures
and motivational quotes preaching
"You complete you"—opening up
feels risky. The dread of rejection or
pain builds towering emotional walls,
blocking the full-hearted investment
needed for longevity. Vulnerabili-
ty isn't frailty; it's courage, the very
cornerstone of genuine connection.
Imagine a garden: without exposing
roots to soil and rain, nothing grows.
By hiding innermost thoughts, quirks,
and scars from the one we love,
we doom ties to superficiality, ill-
equipped for life’s inevitable gales.
Unrealistic expectations cast an-
other long shadow. We enter partner-

Book PI April 26.indb 15
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Poor communication
isn't just talking
less—it's hearing

nothing at all.

Vulnerability isn't
weakness—it's the
secret glue of forever
relationships.

Stop chasing
soulmates; embrace
flaws for love that
endures.

ships laden with Hollywood-fueled
fantasies—a soulmate who intuitive-
ly fulfills every whim, from perfect ro-
mance to flawless conflict resolution.
Social media amplifies this, show-
casing airbrushed “couple goals” that
ignore the messiness of humanity.

www.pravasindians.com

When reality intrudes—mismatched
habits, differing ambitions—disap-
pointment breeds resentment. Rath-
er than leaning into imperfections,
we chase illusory perfection, forever
eyeing “greener pastures” Lasting
love demands acceptance: celebrating
quirks, forgiving slips, building mutu-
al support. That's the secure haven
where bonds deepen.

Finally, lackluster communication
undermines it all. Misunderstandings
bubble unchecked, unvoiced needs fes-
ter, expectations clash silently. Com-
munication isn't mere chatter; it's ac-
tive listening, empathetic validation,
courageous honesty. In daily chaos, it
gets sidelined—texts replace talks, as-
sumptions fill voids—Ieaving partners
isolated in the same home.

The question “Why don't relation-
ships last?” unravels a tapestry of soci-
etal haste, tech illusions, guarded souls,
lofty ideals, and muted voices. Yet one
truth endures: profound connections
aren't born flawless but hammered in
empathy’s forge, sustained by dedi-
cation amid chaos. Let's answer the
call—embrace raw vulnerability, listen
with our whole hearts, accept flaws as
features. In doing so, we craft the life-
long loves we truly deserve. l
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| GEOPOLITICS

THE GULF
DREAM UNDER
SHADOW

For decades, the Gulf region symbolized
economic opportunity and stability for millions
of Indian migrants. From construction workers
to corporate professionals, expatriates helped
build the prosperity of countries such as Qatar,
the UAE, and Saudi Arabia while securing
better livelihoods for families back home.

But rising geopolitical tensions in the Middle
East are beginning to shake that long-held
sense of security. Recent missile strikes and
regional conflicts have reminded expatriate
communities that the prosperity of the Gulf is
closely tied to a volatile strategic environment,
leaving many migrants wondering whether the
region remains the safe haven it once seemed.

BY ANJANI KUMAR

A Delhi-NCR-based senior
journalist, the author is known

to focus on presenting a
comprehensive and balanced
analysis of the international issues.

or decades, the Gulf region has
been regarded as one of the
most attractive overseas des-
tinations for millions of Indian
workers. From construction labourers
to financial professionals, migrants
from India and other South Asian
countries have played a crucial role in
building and sustaining the oil-driven
economies of the Gulf states. Tax-free
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incomes, modern infrastructure, and
relative stability made countries such
as Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and
Saudi Arabia appear as islands of pros-
perity in a turbulent region.

However, that security today is
increasingly being questioned. Re-
cent geopolitical tensions in the Mid-
dle East have triggered fresh anxiet-
ies among expatriate communities
across the Gulf. Among the millions of
migrant workers who form the back-
bone of these economies — and who
together constitute nearly half of the
Gulf's population — growing regional
instability has raised difficult ques-
tions about safety, long-term settle-
ment, and the future of employment
in the region.

Qatar, often ranked among the saf-
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Nearly half
of the Gulf’s
population consists
of foreign workers,
many from South
Asia, whose
labour has powered
the region's
spectacular
economic growth for
decades.
o0
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est countries in the Arab world, has
long attracted large numbers of for-
eign workers. Many expatriates have
enjoyed not only tax-free salaries but
also a comfortable lifestyle shaped by
the region's modern amenities and rel-
atively mild winter climate.

That normalcy was abruptly dis-
rupted when tensions escalated in the
region, culminating in missile strikes
targeting a major US military instal-
lation in Qatar. Although most of the
missiles were intercepted by air de-
fence systems and no casualties were
reported, the incident sent shockwaves
through expatriate communities.

Residents in Doha reported hear-
ing loud explosions while emergency
sirens echoed across parts of the city.
At the luxurious Villaggio Mall, one of
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the capital's most popular shopping
centres, frightened shoppers rushed
toward exits as security alarms blared.
Video footage circulating on social me-
dia captured scenes of confusion and
panic, including abandoned belong-
ings left behind by people scrambling
for safety. Parents were seen trying to
calm terrified children as uncertainty
spread across the usually tranquil city.

For many expatriates, especially
those who have lived in the region for
several years, such incidents evoke
memories of earlier regional tensions.
Attacks on energy infrastructure in
2019 and 2022 by Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels in Yemen had already
raised concerns about the vulnerabil-
ity of Gulf states to regional conflicts.
Those incidents affected key facilities
in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, briefly disrupting global
oil markets and reminding expatri-
ates that geopolitical tensions could
have direct consequences on their
daily lives.
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The Gulf's foreign workforce is
diverse. It includes highly paid execu-
tives in finance and energy sectors as
well as millions of labourers, primar-
ily from South Asia, who construct
and maintain the region’s ambitious
infrastructure projects. For many of
them, employment in the Gulf rep-
resents a crucial economic lifeline —

o0
For millions of Indian
migrants, the Gulf
continues to offer
prosperity—but the
region’s volatile
geopolitics is raising
new concerns about
security and long-term
stability.
o0

not only for themselves but also for
families back home who depend on
remittances.

Yet for many newcomers, the re-
cent tensions represent their first close
encounter with the realities of Middle
Eastern geopolitics.

A banker living in the UAE reflect-
ed on how perceptions of risk differ
among expatriates depending on how
long they have lived in the region. “The
reaction depends on how long you've
been here,” he said. “Some people
who arrived recently were genuinely
shocked. Even in Dubai, some new-
comers were saying, ‘Oh my God, |
didn't sign up for this.”

In response to the rising tensions,
Gulf monarchies have called for re-
straint and diplomatic engagement to
prevent a wider regional conflict. With
numerous American military bases lo-
cated across the Gulf, regional govern-
ments are keen to avoid being drawn
into escalating confrontations between
major powers.
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Despite the missile incident, dai-
ly life in Qatar resumed quickly. Gov-
ernment services, including electricity
and internet connectivity, remained
uninterrupted, and authorities reas-
sured residents that the situation was
under control.

Still, the psychological impact was
noticeable.

One expatriate living in Doha joked
that if the spectacle of missiles streak-
ing across the sky was meant as a dis-
play of military power, he would prefer
"a safe London-type theatre perfor-
mance instead.” Another expatriate de-
scribed the atmosphere the following
morning as “tense but relieved.

"For a moment we were all won-
dering what was happening,’ said a
Palestinian-British-Canadian resident
of the city. "But by the morning things
seemed calm again, and the authorities
managed the situation well”

Some residents also pointed out
that the incident, though alarming, was
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Sirens, explosions,
and panic in Doha
briefly disrupted
the calm of a city long
seen as one of
the safest in the
Middle East.
o0

minor compared to the devastation
seen in other parts of the region, par-
ticularly in Gaza.

Nevertheless, uncertainty lingers. A
British expatriate who has lived in Doha
for more than two decades said that
many of his colleagues were deeply
unsettled by the events. “Fortunately,
the US military base is located quite far
from the city. But it is still unsettling.
The uncertainty about the future is

www.pravasindians.com

definitely on everyone’s mind,’ he said.

Several companies informed em-
ployees that business would continue
as usual the following day, encourag-
ing staff to report to work as normal.
Yet behind the scenes, concerns about
emergency preparedness were evi-
dent. In Dubai, some expatriates re-
portedly discussed contingency plans,
including the possibility of travelling by
road to neighbouring Oman if tensions
escalated further.

For millions of migrant workers in the
Gulf, such developments serve as a re-
minder that economic opportunity in the
region is closely intertwined with geo-
political realities. The Gulf may continue
to offer prosperity and employment to
Indian migrants and other expatriates for
decades, but its stability — once taken
for granted — now appears more frag-
ile than before. For Indian migrants and
other expatriates, the question is no lon-
ger simply about opportunity, but more
about security. l
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INDIA'S MOMENT IN A
FRACTURED GLOBAL ECONOMY

At a time when much of the world is facing economic uncertainty due
to wars and supply chain disruptions, rising debt and inflation, India is
emerging as a relatively stable and fast-growing economy. With growth
rates of around 6-7 %, India today stands out among major economies
and is increasingly seen as an important bridge between developed
nations and the Global South. Yet this rise also comes
with challenges. Imported energy, global market fluctuations and
regional geopolitical tensions continue to test India’s economic
resilience. How India manages these pressures while sustaining
growth will play a crucial role in shaping not only its own future but
also the direction of the global economy.

|

BY B SHEKHAR

The author, based in Bengaluru, is our South India Bureau Chief.

n an era marked by geopolitical turbulence, fractured

supply chains and persistent economic uncertainty, India

has emerged as a rare point of stability. While advanced

economies grapple with inflationary pressures and several
developing nations confront mounting debt distress, India's
trajectory stands out—not merely for its growth, but for the
resilience that underpins it.

Today, India is widely viewed both as a major economic
opportunity and as a geopolitical stabiliser. As the world's
fifth-largest economy, it continues to post growth rates in
the range of 6-7 percent, a pace that institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank regard
as among the strongest for large economies. This perfor-
mance is not accidental. It is sustained by strong domestic
consumption, expanding public investment in infrastructure
and a steady inflow of foreign capital—over $90 billion an-
nually in recent years.

Global advisory firms such as McKinsey & Company and
PwC increasingly describe India as a "bridge economy.” It oc-
cupies a distinctive position between the developed world and
the Global South. India participates actively in groupings like
BRICS while simultaneously deepening strategic engagement
through frameworks such as the Quad. This dual engagement
reflects a broader evolution in India's foreign policy—from
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traditional non-alignment toward a more pragmatic strategy
often described as "multi-alignment.”

Such a posture has enabled India to navigate global fault
lines with notable agility. Close engagement with Western
economies continues to facilitate access to capital, technol-
ogy and markets. At the same time, enduring ties with part-
ners such as Russia have helped ensure continuity in areas
like energy and defence during periods of global disruption. In
a polarised international system, this diplomatic flexibility has
become an important strategic asset.

o0
India is widely viewed both as

a major economic opportunity as
well as a geopolitical stabiliser. As

the world's fifth-largest economy,

it continues to post growth rates

in the range of 6-7 %, a pace that
institutions such as the IMF and the

World Bank regard as among the

strongest for large econemies:
L X

Yet beneath this narrative of strength lie structural vul-
nerabilities that cannot be overlooked.

India’s dependence on imported energy remains one of its
most significant challenges. A substantial share of its crude
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oil and liquefied natural gas requirements is sourced from
abroad. Consequently, fluctuations in global energy prices—
often triggered by geopolitical conflicts—have immediate
consequences for inflation, fiscal balances and current ac-
count stability. Institutions such as the International Energy
Agency have repeatedly highlighted this exposure.

Supply chain dependencies represent another layer of
risk. From rare earth minerals to active pharmaceutical in-
gredients (APIs), India remains connected to complex global
production networks. While the country is actively positioning
itself as an alternative manufacturing hub—particularly as
multinational firms seek to diversify away from China—it re-
mains vulnerable to disruptions in global supply chains. Cur-
rency volatility and regional geopolitical tensions, especially
along its northern borders with China, further complicate the
strategic landscape.

Recognising these challenges, India has begun to pursue
a deliberate strategy aimed at strengthening economic secu-
rity. A central element of this approach is the push for self-re-
liance under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. The objective
is not economic isolation, but resilience—building domestic
capacity in critical sectors such as defence manufacturing,
electronics and semiconductors while remaining integrated

1.."'-,'.-1‘1'-“)/\'--!“"J‘Jlf-'li.l.'..'_-.-'r:'

with global markets.

Energy diversification forms another important pillar of
this strategy. India is rapidly expanding its renewable ener-
gy capacity, particularly in solar power, while also investing
in emerging technologies such as green hydrogen. These ini-
tiatives are aligned with global sustainability goals promoted
by institutions like the United Nations and aim to gradually
reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels.

Infrastructure development has likewise assumed strate-
gic significance. Massive investments in highways, ports, rail-

f
i ,.-'._..f.f’i?_

-"';__.«_,f.f,-"_ Vb

www.pravasindians.com

The Rise of a ‘Bridge Economy’

India’s global position today reflects a rare blend of
economic momentum and geopolitical agility. As the
world's fifth-largest economy, it is projected to maintain 6-7
percent growth through the decade, according to estimates
from institutions such as the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank.

Analysts at McKinsey & Company and PwC highlight
several structural advantages driving this resilience:

+ A large and expanding domestic market

+ A young workforce and rising productivity

+ Sustained infrastructure investment

+ Rapid digital adoption

Annual foreign direct investment exceeding $90 billion
underscores continued global confidence in India's growth
story.

Beyond economics, India is increasingly viewed as a “bridge
economy"—linking advanced economies with the Global
South. Its engagement in platforms such as BRICS and

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue reflects a diplomatic
approach that balances strategic partnerships across
multiple geopolitical spheres

]

(o m\/
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way networks and logistics corridors are improving econom-
ic efficiency while enhancing India’s integration into global
trade flows. Initiatives such as the India—Middle East—Europe
Economic Corridor seek to establish new commercial routes
linking Asia, the Middle East and Europe, offering alternatives
to existing trade pathways and strengthening economic con-
nectivity across regions.

Equally important is India’s growing focus on digital sov-
ereignty. Its digital public infrastructure—ranging from iden-
tity systems to real-time payment platforms—has been
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o0
Global advisory firms such as
McKinsey and PwC increasingly
describe India as a “bridge economy.”’
It occupies a distinctive position
between the developed world and
the Global South. India participates

actively in BRICS and the Quad.
o0

widely recognised as a model for scalable and inclusive devel-
opment. By building robust digital ecosystems and strength-
ening control over data frameworks, India is addressing new
dimensions of economic security that extend beyond tradi-
tional economic indicators.

Parallel to these efforts, India is deepening technology
partnerships with advanced economies. Through initiatives
linked to the Quad and other bilateral collaborations, the
country is engaging in joint research and development in crit-
ical and emerging technologies, including semiconductors,
artificial intelligence and telecommunications. The recent Al
Impact Summit 2026 hosted by India reflected this ambi-
tion—to encourage domestic innovation while strengthening
international cooperation and multi-stakeholder engagement
in shaping the future of Al.

India’'s growing prominence must also be understood
against the backdrop of a shifting global economic order.
Europe’s energy vulnerabilities, China's structural economic
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The Road Ahead: Balancing Openness and Security
India's central challenge is balancing openness with
resilience—remaining attractive to global capital and
technology while safeguarding economic security.

Key priorities include:

+ Aligning foreign investment with national security
concerns

+ Strengthening domestic institutions and regulatory
capacity

» Expanding trade partnerships across Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, Africa, and Latin America

* Ensuring growth remains inclusive and socially cohesive
Ultimately, economic security is not only about growth

numbers; it is about protecting livelihoods, social stability
and long-term national resilience.

adjustments and fiscal stress across many developing econ-
omies have created strategic openings in the global system.
According to assessments by institutions such as the Asian
Development Bank, India is likely to play a central role in sus-
taining global economic momentum in the coming decade.
However, sustaining this trajectory will require careful cali-
bration. India must continue attracting foreign investment while
ensuring that such inflows remain aligned with national securi-
ty priorities. It must deepen trade relationships across diverse
regions—from ASEAN to Africa—while maintaining domestic
macroeconomic stability. Perhaps most importantly, the bene-
fits of growth must remain broadly distributed, safeguarding not
only economic outcomes but also social and cultural cohesion.
Economic security, in this broader sense, extends be-
yond traditional macroeconomic indicators. It encompasses
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Building Resilience: India’s Strategic Playbook
Recognising its exposure to global shocks—from energy
volatility to supply-chain disruptions—India is pursuing a
multi-layered strategy to strengthen economic security
while remaining globally integrated.

Self-Reliance with Openness: Through the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiative, India is expanding domestic
manufacturing in sectors such as defence, electronics
and semiconductors, while continuing to welcome foreign
investment and technology partnerships.

Energy Transition: Rapid expansion of solar power and new
investments in green hydrogen aim to reduce dependence
on imported fossil fuels, aligning with global climate efforts
supported by institutions like the United Nations.

Why India Matters Now

The shifting global landscape has amplified India's
significance.

+ Europe continues to grapple with energy insecurity.

+ China faces structural economic slowdown.

+ Several developing nations are struggling with rising
debt burdens.

Against this backdrop, India's combination of economic
growth, political stability and strategic autonomy makes it a
rare outlier.

Policy assessments by institutions such as the Asian
Development Bank suggest that India could play a decisive
role in sustaining global growth over the coming decade.

"When global growth is at 3 per cent,
the economies of G7 countries are
somewhere near 1.5 per cent. India is
the model of high growth and low in-
flation We are at a juncture where the
world has seen many ups and downs
- financial crisis, global pandemic.
These situations in some way or the
other challenged the world... today
the world is full of uncertainties, but
amid this our India is appearing in a
different league. India is
full of self-confidence. When the
world talks about a slowdown, India
tells stories of growth. When it
faces a trust crisis, India becomes
a pillar of trust"

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Fault Lines Beneath the Growth Story
India's economic rise, though impressive, is not without
vulnerabilities.

Energy Dependence: India still imports a large share
of its crude oil, leaving the economy exposed to global
price shocks—a concern frequently highlighted by the
International Energy Agency.

Supply Chain Exposure: Despite efforts to expand domestic
manufacturing, India remains tied to global production
networks that can be disrupted by geopolitical tensions,
particularly involving China.

Currency Stability: Managing exchange-rate volatility
amid shifting global financial conditions continues to test
policymakers.

Regional Pressures: Strategic rivalry with China adds
another layer of economic and technological complexity.

Infrastructure Push: Massive investments in highways,
ports, railways and logistics corridors are strengthening
India's trade capacity. Initiatives such as the India-Middle
East—Europe Economic Corridor seek to create alternative
routes linking Asia, Europe and the Middle East.

Digital Backbone: India's digital public infrastructure—
often highlighted by the World Bank—is enabling financial
inclusion, secure digital identity and efficient service
delivery at scale.

Technology Partnerships: Cooperation through platforms
like the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is deepening
collaboration in semiconductoars, artificial intelligence and
other emerging technologies.

the ability of a na-
tion to shield its cit-
izens from external
shocks, to provide
stable livelihoods
and to preserve its
social fabric amid
rapid global change.

India’s  journey,
therefore, is not
simply one of eco-
nomic  expansion.
It is an exercise in
strategic balance—between openness and self-reliance,
between global integration and national resilience. In an in-
creasingly uncertain world, that balance may well become
its greatest strength.

India’'s emergence as an economic anchor is neither acci-
dental nor guaranteed. It is the outcome of deliberate policy
choices, institutional continuity and pragmatic diplomacy.

For a world searching for stability, India presents a com-
pelling model: not of isolation, but of strategic integration—
anchored in self-reliance, diversified partnerships and adap-
tive governance. Whether it can sustain this balance will
shape not only its own future, but potentially the contours of
the global economic order as well. H
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A JOURNEY THROUGH LIBRARIES,

FAITH AND EMPIRE

Arriving in London from Exeter, the author embarks on a journey through
some of the city's most compelling intellectual and cultural spaces—
from the Aga Khan Library and the British Museum to the ISKCON
temple and the Bengali neighbourhoods of Whitechapel. Along the way,
libraries evoke memories of home, museums prompt reflections on
history and preservation, and encounters with diaspora communities
reveal the layered realities of faith, identity and empire in one of the
world’'s most complex cities.

L—J BY RAJEEV KUMAR

rajeev.kumar@stu.thu.edu.tr

The author is a researcher and a teaching fellow at Ibn Haldun
University in Istanbul (Turkiye).
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y London adventure began when | arrived at

Waterloo Station from Exeter. From there, |

travelled to King's Cross, eager to explore some

of the city's most significant cultural and intel-
lectual landmarks.

Aga Khan Library

My first stop was the Aga Khan Library, a place that left me
deeply impressed. Although | have visited many libraries be-
fore, this was the first time | witnessed such meticulous ar-
chiving and preservation of scholarly resources. The care tak-
en to catalogue, protect, and present these collections was
inspiring. Every shelf and archive seemed to reflect a commit-
ment to safeguarding intellectual heritage.

From there, | made my way to the nearby British Library.
The building itself felt like a temple of knowledge. Its grand
architecture, expansive halls, and quiet scholarly atmosphere
conveyed the scale of learning that it housed. It was fasci-
nating to realise how much history, memory, and knowledge
were preserved within those walls.

Gandhi, Protest, and SOAS

After spending some time there, | walked towards the School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). On my way, | passed
Gandhi Park and the statue of Mahatma Gandhi. Nearby, a
peaceful protest advocating for Palestine was taking place in
the park, positioned almost symbolically between the church
and the university.

The scene struck me as profoundly London: historical
memory, political activism, and academic inquiry coexisting in
the same space. It reminded me that this city constantly brings
the past and present into conversation with one another.

www.pravasindians.com

This was the first time | witnessed
such meticulous cataloguing,
archiving and preservation of
scholarly resources at the Aga

Khan Library. Every shelf reflected
a commitment to safeguard

intellectual heritage.
o0

A Story at the Aga Khan Library

Earlier that day, while at the Aga Khan Library, | wrote to my
mentor, Professor Bruce B. Lawrence. He had asked me to
keep him informed about my travels so that he could guide
me. Though he was in North Carolina in the United States, his
intellectual presence felt close.
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My email was simple:

"Today | am in London and have come to visit the Aga Khan

Library. Please let me know if you have any suggestions.”
Within minutes, he replied:

"Dear Rajeev,

If you are visiting the Aga Khan Library, try to meet Omar

Ali-de-Unzaga, the Academic Coordinator of the Qur'anic

Studies Unit at the Institute of Ismaili Studies. He is a won-

derful scholar and a great human being, as are most of the

folk at the Ismaili Institute”

Unfortunately, Omar Ali-de-Unzaga was not there that
day, so | could not meet him. As for Professor Bruce himself, |
could say so much about him that it might fill an entire book.

At the library | met Imran Visram. | was immediately
struck by his name—so beautifully syncretic, reflecting the
cultural texture of South Asia. Imran had also participated in
the Exeter workshop but had left a day earlier, promising that
we would meet in London.

Having lived in the city while completing his PhD at Ox-
ford, he knew the place well. He kindly guided me through the
library and introduced me to several staff members.

The nearby British Library felt
like a temple of knowledge.

Its grand architecture and expansive
halls were fascinating to realise
how much history, memory,
and knowledge were preserved
within those walls.

We then walked to a cultural exhibition on the ground
floor. The display focused on the Aga Khan and his trustees,
as well as Ismaili literature—particularly the Ginan Sharif, de-
votional compositions originally written in Gujarati.

One of the volumes was titled Ginan Sharif, echoing the
familiar reverence associated with Qur'an Sharif. As we stood
there, a soft recording played through a speaker: a woman'’s
voice singing a ginan without musical accompaniment.

It was Yasmin Rayani's “Sahebyji Tu(n) More Man Bhaave.”

Her voice reminded me of my mother. Something about
the softness of the recording and the purity of the voice
touched something deep within me. Suddenly | was trans-
ported back to my home in Bihar—memories of my mother
singing quietly while doing household work, calling out to me.

Foramoment, London disappeared. | realised how far away
| was from her, yet how close she remained in my thoughts.

The British Museum

My next destination was the vast British Museum. | was cu-
rious to see how the British had collected and preserved ar-
tifacts from around the world—an enterprise that has often

www.pravasindians.com

drawn criticism but is undeniably impressive in scale.

| was also reminded of how writers such as Percy Bysshe
Shelley had drawn inspiration from these ancient civilizations
when composing poems like Ozymandias.

Inside the museum, I explored galleries dedicated to Chi-
nese, Korean, Indian, and Greek civilizations. The Egyptian and
Mesopotamian sections were particularly captivating. The
Assyrian artifacts, with their detailed reliefs and monumental
presence, seemed to bring ancient empires back to life.

One fascinating section displayed the evolution of watch-
es and timekeeping devices. Many of these centuries-old
watches were still functioning, quietly ticking away as if pre-
serving the continuity of human ingenuity.

The ancient chess sets also caught my attention. They

showed how a game that originated in South Asia had evolved
across cultures and centuries.

The scale of the museum'’s architecture was overwhelm-
ing. Its interiors were vast, with monumental facades and
galleries that seemed endless. As | walked through the ex-
hibits, | found myself reflecting on the British commitment to
preservation and documentation.

At times | thought: perhaps we in South Asia have not al-
ways preserved our history with the same institutional dis-
cipline. We often live intensely in the present, while archives
and preservation demand a long-term vision.

Despite its enormous scale, the museum is open to the
public free of charge—an extraordinary gesture for such a
global institution.
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Inside the British Museum, |
explored galleries dedicated to
Chinese, Korean, Indian, and Greek
civilizations. The Egyptian and
Mesopotamian sections were
particularly captivating.
o0

The ISKCON Temple

After leaving the museum, | visited the ISKCON temple, guid-
ed by a friend. The temple was lively and welcoming, filled
with devotional music and community interaction.

| enjoyed a simple but delicious Indian meal there. Later, |
joined a bhajan session where devotees sang together with
great enthusiasm. The atmosphere was powerful: British, Af-
rican, European, and Indian participants were all immersed in
the same spiritual rhythm.

For my research, this visit was valuable. Watching the rit-
uals and performances in person revealed nuances that no
video recording could capture.

The next morning | attended a storytelling session fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer discussion. While | appre-
ciated the spiritual teachings, | also noticed how fundraising
activities were woven into the programme. It made me reflect
on how religious institutions often balance spiritual missions
with practical financial needs.

| spoke with several devotees. Interestingly, when | asked
them about the Bhakti movement, many were unfamiliar
with the term. But when | mentioned Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
they immediately recognised the reference.

I had a long conversation with a devotee from the Philip-
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pines and later with an Indian devotee who argued that the
Vedas represent the ultimate source of knowledge. Accord-
ing to him, true understanding and the right path could only
emerge from Vedic wisdom.

| asked him a philosophical question: if our senses
can deceive us and fail to provide reliable knowledge,
how can we be certain that we correctly understand even
the Vedas?

Our discussion was becoming increasingly engaging, but |
had to leave for another meeting. We exchanged phone num-
bers so the conversation could continue later.

One thing | appreciated was that no one asked me
my surname.

My next destination was the vast
British Museum which had curiously
collected and preserved artifacts
from around the world—an enterprise
that has often drawn criticism but is

undeniably impressive in scale.
o0

Whitechapel and the Bengali Diaspora

Later | travelled to Whitechapel to meet a Bengali acquain-
tance named Nayeem. Although we had known each other
from a distance, this was our first meeting in person.

As soon as | stepped out of Whitechapel Station, | noticed
Bengali signs and heard Bengali conversations around me.
Even the station walls carried writing in the Bengali script. It
felt like entering a different cultural zone within London.

Nayeem showed me around the neighbourhood, explain-
ing the history of the Bengali diaspora there. Diaspora com-
munities, | realised, often recreate cultural spaces that pre-
serve their identity while integrating into the larger city.

www.pravasindians.com

The East London Mosque stood at the centre of this com-
munity. It is among the largest mosques in Europe and was
built largely through the efforts of the Bengali diaspora.

Next to the mosque stood a large complex owned by
the mosque itself. It generates revenue through shops,
guest accommodations, and conference facilities, helping
sustain the institution.

Inside, several programmes were underway. A Somali
women's group was conducting courses, while another hall
hosted an exhibition on the Bosnian genocide.

The atmosphere reflected a community actively engaged
with both faith and social concerns.

Reflections on Spiritual Communities
During my travels, | noticed different approaches to distribut-
ing religious texts.

At one place, copies of the Qur'an were freely offered
along with water and snacks. Many young people willingly
picked up copies. The experience felt welcoming and open.

At another place, the Bhagavad Gita appeared to be dis-
tributed freely but later involved a request for donations. It
made me reflect on the different ways communities sustain
their activities.

These observations led me to think about how religious
communities negotiate the line between spiritual commit-
ment and institutional sustainability.

The Architecture of Empire
As my London journey came to an end, | felt both admiration
and reflection.

The scale of the city was overwhelming: enormous build-
ings, carefully designed streets, and structures that seemed
to embody administrative power. Many of these buildings
were constructed even before the Industrial Revolution, yet
they were already monumental and functional.

Some were built to house military officers, others to
manage administrative systems or train soldiers. Each
structure seemed to serve a clear purpose within the ma-
chinery of empire.

Standing before these buildings, | realised something pro-
found: civilizations are not built only through ideas. They are
also built through space, architecture, and the confidence to
create enduring structures.

The British possessed this confidence. Their architecture,
institutions, and planning reflected a belief in their own civili-
zational mission.

It helped me understand how imperial powers once jus-
tified ideas such as the “white man'’s burden.” Whether one
agrees with that worldview or not, it was supported by visible
structures of authority and organisation.

Seeing London in person was therefore more than
sightseeing. It was an encounter with history, power, and
the material forms through which civilizations express
their ambitions.

As | stood there, | found myself thinking: architecture be-
comes thought, and thought becomes power. ll
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THE SWADES EFFECT

WHY ARE NRIS
RETURNING HOME

For decades, India’s brightest minds left for global opportunities. Now,
a reverse migration is underway—NRIs are returning, drawn by family,
culture, and India’'s booming economy. This is the Swades Effect: a
profound shift where home becomes the ultimate destination.

or decades, the trajectory

of Indian migration seemed

clear and unwavering: gift-

ed students and ambitious
professionals would leave their
homeland in pursuit of top-tier ed-
ucation, high-paying jobs, advanced
infrastructure, and expansive global
opportunities. India's brightest tal-
ents—engineers, doctors, research-
ers, and entrepreneurs—found
themselves increasingly settling in
North America, Europe, Australia, and
the Gulf, building successful careers
and raising families far from the land
of their birth. Yet something remark-
able and unexpected is happening
now. A growing number of Non-Res-
ident Indians (NRIs), once firmly
rooted abroad with little intention of
leaving, are not just contemplating a
return home—many are actively act-
ing on it. A subtle but meaningful re-
versal, known as the Swades Effect,
is taking shape: Indians are returning
to India, drawn by deep family ties,
rich cultural heritage, emerging op-
portunities, and an evolving sense
of national identity that feels more
compelling than ever.
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Based in Bangalore, the author is a
management educator.

A Shift in Global Indian Priorities

Recent surveys paint a compelling and
data-driven picture of this emerging
trend. A significant proportion of NRIs
living in countries such as the United
States, the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, and Singapore now state that

returning to India is an integral part of
their retirement plans or broader life
strategies. For instance, in one detailed
survey, around 70-80% of NRIs from
these countries indicated they were
seriously considering moving back
home in the long term, particularly as
they plan for retirement, closer family

life, and an overall better quality of life
that aligns with their roots.

This is not merely nostalgic rhetoric
oridledaydreaming. Many NRIs are tak-
ing concrete steps toward permanent
relocation: investing in property across
India’s growing cities, enrolling their
children in reputable Indian schools,
or architecting careers that effectively
straddle global expertise and domestic
markets. There are compelling practical
reasons fueling this shift. India’s rapid
and sustained economic growth has
positioned it as one of the world's fast-
est-expanding major economies, with
GDP projections continuing to outpace
global averages. Sectors like informa-
tion technology, e-commerce, digital
finance, healthcare innovation, and the
booming startup ecosystem now offer
career opportunities that rival—and
in some cases exceed—those found
abroad, complete with competitive sal-
aries and equity stakes. Moreover, the
COVID-19 pandemic acted as a global
catalyst, triggering a widespread reas-
sessment of life priorities for Indians
overseas. It pushed many to prioritize
family closeness, strong community
connections, and a genuine sense of
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rooted identity over the isolation of
distant career ambitions and profes-
sional ladders.

For many NRIs, the primary motiva-
tor remains proximity to aging parents
and the chance to engage in meaning-
ful family life on a daily basis. Common
themes in personal accounts from re-
turneesinclude a profound yearning for
home-cooked meals infused with tra-
ditional spices, participation in cultural
traditions and festivals, and a simpler,
more uncomplicated life free from the
constant visa uncertainties, high costs
of living, and subtle cultural alienation
abroad. Stories shared on platforms
like LinkedIn, Reddit, and Instagram
by NRIs who have moved back from
the United States frequently highlight
tangible benefits such as quality time
with parents, enjoying affordable life-
style amenities like domestic help and
fresh produce, and reconnecting with
the deep-rooted cultural values that
provide emotional anchor.

The Cultural Mirror: Swades

The Indian film Swades, starring Shah
Rukh Khan, tells a fictional but deep-
ly resonant story that mirrors this

Book PI April 26.indb 31

Aging parents, home-
cooked meals, and
cultural festivals
attract NRIs back to
the country, without
any visa woes, foreign
degrees’ attraction,
and travel costs.
o0

very phenomenon. In the film, Mohan
Bhargava, a successful Indian scientist
working at NASA, returns to his remote
village in India to find his childhood
nanny and soon confronts the harsh
realities of rural life, including poverty
and lack of development. Instead of re-
turning to his prestigious job and global
lifestyle, he chooses to stay, dedicating
himself to initiatives like rural electrifi-
cation, education, and social upliftment
that transform the community.

This narrative—artfully balanc-
ing personal ambition with a profound
sense of duty to one's homeland—

www.pravasindians.com

strikes a deep chord with the contem-
porary reality of returning NRIs. Like the
protagonist of Swades, many find that
the emotional rewards of being home,
surrounded by community, and con-
tributing directly outweigh the allure
of international prestige, higher com-
pensation, and material comforts. The
film's emotional core lies in its nuanced
portrayal of identity: being Indian is far
more than a passport status; itis a lived
experience encompassing a bundle of
relationships, shared memories, and
inescapable responsibilities that many
NRIs ultimately cannot—or choose
not to—relinquish. This explains why
the idea of returning, whether after a
distinguished career abroad or after
raising children overseas, increasingly
appeals to so many. The Swades Effect
resonates so powerfully because it re-
flects a universal human truth: home is
not merely a physical location on a map
but a vital space of belonging, purpose,
and authentic fulfillment.

Real-World Returnees: From Corpo-
rate Careers to Social Innovation

While Swades offers cinematic in-
spiration, reality delivers even more

APRIL 2026 | PRAVASI INDIANS | 31

04/04/2026 20:37:09



| DIASPORA

impactful examples of Indians return-
ing from abroad to make significant
contributions. One prominent figure is
Ramesh Ramanathan, who left a suc-
cessful career in investment banking in
New York and London in the late 1990s.
Together with his wife Swati, he found-
ed Janaagraha, an organization based
in Bangalore dedicated to improving
urban governance and quality of life
in Indian cities through citizen-centric
reforms. The core idea was profoundly

simple yet ambitious: apply interna-
tional experience and professional rig-
or to foster systemic change at home,
from better public services to partici-
patory urban planning. Janaagraha has
evolved into a leading voice advocating
for transparency, accountability, and
effective public participation in civic
matters.

This story exemplifies a burgeon-
ing group of Indian returnees who not
only choose to live in India but serve
as catalysts for social innovation and
nation-building efforts. Their unique
ability to bridge global best practices
with local contexts drives meaningful
progress across various fields.

There are countless other nota-
ble stories as well. Many NRIs return
armed with global business networks,
launching startups that integrate
world-class technology with India’s
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vast and dynamic market potential.
Others focus on education reform,
healthcare accessibility, environmental
sustainability projects, or rural devel-
opment initiatives. Although compre-
hensive data on individual returnees
is still emerging from ongoing studies,
media reports and surveys consistent-
ly highlight family, culture, and oppor-
tunity as key drivers. For example, at
least one affluent family planned to
relocate back to Coimbatore after 25

India's economic
surge in IT, start-ups,
e-commerce, and
healthcare now rivals
global opportunities,
pulling talent back.
o0

years in the United States, mainly to
be closer to aging parents and ensure
their children receive a grounded Indian
upbringing steeped in tradition.

Is the Trend a Good Sign for India?

The growing inclination among NRIs to
return is a positive signal across mul-
tiple dimensions. First, it underscores
India’s strengthening global position-

ing—economically vibrant, socially dy-
namic, and culturally influential. With
its status as a major global economy,
robust democratic framework, and ex-
panding middle class, India now pro-
vides fertile ground for NRIs to build
fulfilling lives and careers without per-
manent settlement abroad.

Second, the return of skilled pro-
fessionals in technology, business,
healthcare, and policy significantly bol-
sters India’s human capital. These indi-
viduals bring back international know-
how, valuable networks, and diverse
perspectives that enrich institutions
and spur industry upgrades, acting as
bridges for international partnerships.

Third, the trend marks a transfor-
mation in Indian aspirations: success is
increasingly defined domestically rather
than by foreign validation. As India ramps
up investments in higher education, re-
search hubs, startup ecosystems, and
lifestyle infrastructure, the incentives to
stay or return grow ever stronger.

However, real challenges persist,
including infrastructure inconsisten-
cies, bureaucratic hurdles, and so-
cio-cultural readjustments for long-
term expats. Professional skills often
need localization, and family dynamics
may require time to realign. Still, these
are increasingly outweighed by India’s
economic surge, entrepreneurial free-
doms, and evolving social environment.

The Swades Effect: Identity, Impact,
and Belonging

The Swades Effect surpasses simple
homesickness. It represents a rebal-
ancing of priorities: global pursuits
versus rooted identity, career peaks
versus family depth, individual wins
versus communal purpose.

NRIs returning to raise families,
care for parents, start ventures, or
drive change reflect a cultural shift. Di-
aspora life is fluid now, with India’s pull
intensifying.

To be Indian once meant abroad
success was paramount. Today, impact
in India is equally aspirational.

In a competitive world, NRI returns
affirm India’s rising confidence, culture,
and capabilities. Home is a deliberate
choice. ®
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THE CO-ORDINATION CLUB

45 YEARS OF SELFLESS
EMPOWERMENT

For 45 years, the Co-ordination Club has defied Bihar's job scarcity with
selfless peer power. Born in 1981 from a founding octet’s grit, this free,
volunteer-driven hub has empowered 1,000+ careers through rotating
learning, unbreakable camaraderie, and a motto: “Help us to help you."

Discover how coordination conquers odds.

BY SATISH SINGH

A Mumbai-based columnist, the
author currently serves as an Assistant
General Manager with SBI.

he Co-ordination Club em-
bodies coordination at its
core—nurturing  harmoni-
ous relationships, promot-
ing deep mutual understanding, and
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sparking collective growth among
its diverse members. These founda-
tional elements have sustained the
club’s vibrant energy and propelled
its progressive mission forward
through economic hardships, venue
shifts, societal changes, and internal
tests of resolve over four remarkable
decades. What began as a small act
of defiance against Bihar’s job scar-
city has blossomed into a beacon of
self-reliance, proving peer power can
rival any institution.

-
[——

JET| COORDINATION

Born from Bihar’'s Harsh Realities

Bihar's  persistent  underdevelop-
ment—scarce industries, migration
pressures, and heavy reliance on gov-
ernment jobs—creates a pressure
cooker for ambitious youth. In 1981,
against this unforgiving backdrop, a
determined band of lower- and mid-
dle-class students united with a dual
mission: targeting competitive exams
for railways, banking, paramilitary forc-
es, state services, and civil services,
while building eloquent communica-
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tion, magnetic personalities, and iron-
clad confidence. Their timeless motto,
"Help us to help you," distills this phi-
losophy of reciprocal empowerment—
give knowledge, receive growth.

The founding octet—Mr. Am-
rit Pal Singh, Mr. Sanjaya Nand, Mr.
Nessar Ahmed, Mr. Amresh Narayan
Lal, Mr. Ajay Kumar Srivastava, Mr.
Arun Kumar Singh, Mr. Thakur Kausal
Rama, and Mr. Ravi Shankar—spot-
ted a painful void. Elite coaching cen-
ters with fees running into thousands
locked out the masses. Driven by eq-
uity and urgency, they created a free,
community-led platform that has
launched over 1,000 careers.

The Inaugural General Secretary: A
Beacon of Selfless Vision

Enter Mr. Amrit Pal Singh, whose pivot-
al role defined the dawn. Not an exam
aspirant himself, he stepped up as first
General Secretary, fueled by pure pas-
sion for collaborative learning. “When
talents converge, barriers crumble,
he often declared during those early
huddles. By pooling strengths—math
whiz teaching calculus, English champ
drilling essays—the club bridged di-
vides from day one. Rapid successes
followed: early members securing rail-
way tickets and bank clerkships, then
mentoring the next wave.

A Lineage of Elected Leaders Driving
Evolution

Member-elected General Secretar-
ies became the heartbeat. Pioneers
Mr. Sanjaya Nand and Mr. Arun Kumar
Singh cemented bedrock operations—
regular attendance, resource pooling.
Mr. Nessar Ahmed revolutionized en-
gagement with “Mr. Quiz" (high-energy
trivia sharpening recall under pressure)
and “Mr. Eloquent” (speech clinics bat-
tling stage fright). Subsequent leaders
layered sophistication: mock inter-
views mimicking UPSC interrogations,
subjective essay marathons, full-day
simulations with scorecards. “Those
pressure-cooker mocks felt like the
real exam; they built my mental armor,”
recalls alumnus Mr. Deepak Kumar,
now an IPS officer leading anti-corrup-
tion drives.
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In 1981, eight
determined students
from modest
backgrounds from
Bihar launched a free
platform against elite
coaching barriers.
Targeting railways,
banking, and civil
services, they built
confidence and skills
via pooled talents—
launching over 1,000
careers, proving equity
unlocks potential.
o0

p Js To Help You
<
\v¥ suwe 1931 - T A PREMIER MNKlNG

/‘/, 22000+Bankers

FQ‘K STUDENT CLUB OF PATNA
ADMISSION~TEST+INTERVIEW
ENTRANCE FEE: ¥ 100+1PHOTO

Mob.: 7033973475, 7004502572, 9507984267

ub1 981 @gmail.com www.thecoordinationclub. tk
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Venue Odyssey: Grit Through
Adversity

Humble origins unfolded in cramped
homes, then open-air parks. Space
limits forced a shift to Vir Kunwar
Singh Park beside Patna Railway Sta-
tion. Picture it: monsoon downpours
soaking notes, blistering summers
sapping energy, relentless train whis-
tles drowning debates. Yet this forged
unbreakable camaraderie. Break-
through arrived in 1982: Gait Public
Library & Institute granted a proper
hall. The March 1, 1982 kickoff ses-
sion ignited exponential growth—at-
tendance doubling quarterly.

Surging numbers prompted Mr.
Sanjaya Nand's savvy proposal: an
evening wing launched September
12, 1983, laser-focused on spo-
ken English fluency, body language
mastery, and interview poise. Dual
tracks now serve hundreds weekly,
blending civil service rigor with bank-
ing precision.
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The Heart: Revolutionary Rotating
Participatory Learning

Ditch passive lectures—the club’s
genius is rotation. Each session’s vol-
unteer host crafts dynamic agendas:
multiple-choice blitzes on general
knowledge, fiery debates on policy hot
buttons, probing group discussions on
ethics, lightning impromptu speeches,
collaborative  brainstorms. “Sharing
isn't loss; it's multiplication,” runs the
lore. Shy newcomers evolve into confi-
dent anchors; everyone tastes leader-
ship. Forty-five years on, it adapts flu-
idly—pivoting to Zoom during COVID,
incorporating Al ethics debates today.

Tribute and Milestones: The Vikas
Memorial Legacy

Heartbreak struck in 1988: vibrant lead-
er Mr. Vikas Kumar's sudden passing left
a void. In tribute, the annual marquee
event reborn as “Vikas Memorial Quiz
& Debate"—a high-stakes, 200-partic-
ipant clash now refining logic, rhetoric,
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Cramped homes
to monsoon-soaked
parks by Patna Station,
then a 1982 library
breakthrough. Dual
day/evening wings
now serve hundreds
weekly, blending UPSC
mocks with interview
mastery—forging
resilience through
blistering summers and
train-whistle debates.
o0

No lectures, just
rotation: volunteer
hosts lead quizzes,

debates, ethics GDs,
and impromptu
speeches. Shy
newcomers become
leaders; it pivoted
to Zoom in COVID
and Al ethics today.
“Sharing isn't loss; it's
multiplication”—pure
peer alchemy,
zero fees.
o0

and teamwork. Beyond the event, it's
ritual—alumni return yearly, bridging
eras. Founding DNA—cooperation,
discipline, self-help—pulses through
young stewards, even as pioneers retire.
“Automatic Mode™: Instruc-
tor-Free Excellence

Pure alchemy: no paid faculty, zero
fees—just volunteer firepower. This
"automatic” engine empowers the un-

Free,

www.pravasindians.com

derprivileged, landing 25-30 jobs year-
ly in government (railways, postal) and
rising private sectors as Bihar industri-
alizes. Self-funded for 45 years—no
grants, no donors. “Our club, our rules,’
members affirm proudly.

Galaxy of Alumni Stars Lighting the
Way

Tangible proof: 1,000+ employed,
shattering barriers. Standouts include
Mr. Ashok Chandra (MD & CEQ, Punjab
National Bank, crediting debate drills
for boardroom command); Mr. Deepak
Kumar (IPS); Mr. Sanjeev Kumar (Indian
Postal Service); Shri Awadhesh Kumar
Singh (Retd. Additional Commissioner,
EPFOQ); globe-trotting entrepreneurs
Shri Amrit Pal Singh (Ludhiana facto-
ries) and Thakur Kaushal Rama (New
Zealand ventures); banking giants Ran-
jeev Kumar (Chief GM, Canara Bank),
Ritesh Sinha (GM, SBI), Mritunjay Ku-
mar (Sr. VP, Axis Bank), Rajesh Jha
(Retd. Patna Head, Axis Bank), Keshava
Kumar (Retd. DGM, Bank of India). Their
rags-to-ranks tales fuel hope.

Strategic Reunions: Battling Modern
Hurdles Head-On

No permanent roof? Waning newbie
fire? Alumni strike back via pan-India
reunions: debut Mumbai, then Patna,
Delhi, Gandhinagar, fifth at BKS Ban-
dra (East) on January 24, 2026. Story-
telling circles recharge: veterans share
war stories—"We started broke, like
you"—offering mentorship, funds, net-
works to the neediest.

Enduring Relevance: Why This Model
Conquers

This grassroots powerhouse priori-
tizes hands-on, career-ready learn-
ing—dual student-educator roles
slashing rural unemployment. Re-
tiree-led online classes (live mocks,
24/7 doubt forums) herald national
scale. Outshining Super Thirty or Khan
Sir? Deeper roots—no fees, no celeb-
rity gurus, pure peer democracy. It ig-
nites self-reliance, stabilizes families,
elevates society from Bihar's villages
upward. Coordination crafts mira-
cles—proving empowered communi-
ties conquer any odds. W
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UNDERSTANDING LIFE THROUGH THE STARS

Astrology is often viewed not merely as a means of predicting
future events, but as a traditional system for interpreting
patterns within human life. A Janam Kundli, or birth chart, is
understood to map the positions of celestial bodies at the
moment of a person’s birth. Astrologers study these planetary
alignments to suggest possible tendencies, challenges, and
opportunities that may shape an individual's journey. Within
this tradition, practices such as chanting mantras, offering
chartty, observing fasts, and wearing particular gemstones are
recommended as ways to cultivate balance and harmonise
one’s life with the perceived rhythms of cosmic influence..

BY ACHARYA DINAIK

Astrology Science Dk can be contacted on
+91-9779027873

With over fifteen years of dedicated practice in astrology,
the author brings a deep engagement with classical
astrological principles, offering interpretations that are
thoughtful, grounded, and insightful.
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"BEAT THE HEAT WI
COOL GETAWAYS OF

MADHYN PRADE

Pachmarhi,
Narmadapuram

Pachmarhi, nestled in the Satpura
range, remains the state’s most loved
hill retreat. At a higher elevation,
surrounded by dense forests and open
meadows, it stays pleasantly cool even
through peak summer. Forest walks
punctuated by viewpoints like
Dhoopgarh, gentle climbs, picnics
near the Bee and Apsara Vihar
Waterfalls, heritage-era stays, eco-
resorts and welcoming homestays
make visitors wish for longer stays.

Satpura
Tiger Reserve

Make the most of the off-season with
a jeep-safari in the Satpura Tiger
Reserve, with chances of tiger spotting
much higher in the dry season. The
adventurous can try their hand at
canoe rides on the Denwa River, rock
climbing, ATV bike rides and
paragliding.

Tamia,

Chhindwara
If Pachmarhi is the queen, Tamia is
the secret sanctuary. Perched quietly
on a ridge, Tamia offers uninterrupted

The heart of

Incredible fndia

u‘|

views, pine-scented air, and near-
total escape from crowds. Life
slows to natures rhythm—
birdsong at dawn, forest walks by
day, tribal culture in the afternoon
and glowing sunsets at Sunset
Point. Tamia is ideal for wellness
travel,  with  yoga-friendly
surroundings and  eco-resorts
focused on simplicity and silence.

Patalkot,
Chhindwara

Nearby, Patalkot valley offers a
naturally cool  environment
shaped by dense forests and
geography. Take a trek to Raja
Khoh. Nearby, the forested
highlands around Seoni and the
Pench region provide shaded
landscapes, riverside breezes, and
eco-resorts  suited to relaxed
summer breaks.

Amarkantak,
Anuppur

Eastward, in the Maikal Hills lies
Amarkantak, where spirituality
and nature coexist effortlessly.
Known as the origin of the
Narmada, Son, and Johila rivers,
its elevation and forest cover keep

Cg) very summer, as the temperature

of the plains climbs relentlessly,
regular hill stations are rapidly packed
with teeming millions, traffic snarls and
rushed itineraries. For those seeking
sanctuary from a sweltering summer, |
Madhya Pradesh offers a clutch of :

| restorative choices - a collection of cool,

forested highlands and elevated plateaus
where the air is gentler, the landscapes
expansive, and the experience deeply
soothing. From forest towns to hidden |
valleys, the heart of India has |5
destinations ideas for families, wellness
seekers, and travellers craving calm over
crowds.

summers mild. Morming walks,
forest trails, and great viewpoints
make it ideal for reflective, family-
friendly, and  wellness-driven
holidays supported by eco- !
conscious stays and ashram-style
lodges. A defining advantage of |
Madhya Pradeshs summer
destinations is convenience, with
easy access from Bhopal, Indore,
Jabalpur and even Nagpur or
Prayagraj —making them ideal
for short, efficient vacations.

As May marks vacation
season, advance planning is
essential. The best eco-resorts,
luxury accommodation,
homestays, and forest lodges
Sill quickly. Plan ahead using |
great itineraries curated by the |
Madhya Pradesh Towrism §
Board and enswre better |
choices, better views, and a
calmer, more rewarding |
escape. For travelers who seek §
to skip the crowds, and seek a |
summer that is tuly BT
memorable, the hills of central §
India are all set to act as a
balm for the soul.

Follow MP Tourism on:

L D JinlG)
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