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 Dear Readers,
 t is an honour to join as the Editor-in-Chief of PRAVASI INDIANS, the best monthly  
  magazine for Indian immigrants settled abroad, the Indian diaspora. The timing is  
 perfect. Ajay Banga, born, bred and educated in India, has been nominated as the  
World Bank president by US President Joe Biden. In October 2022, Rishi Sunak, former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, became the first person of Indian origin to become Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom. The milestone followed Kamala Harris’ becoming the 
first person of Indian origin to be Vice-President of the United States of America. Before 
Harris became a Senator, two Indian-Americans – Bobby Jindal and Nimarata Nikki Haley 
– had been elected Governor in Louisiana and South Carolina, respectively.
 The Indian diaspora’s successes are not limited to politics. Scores of them have 
headed private corporations as CEOs, presidents and chairpersons. The Indian diaspora 
has prominent presence in technology, industry, business, media, and academia globally. 
Bloomberg estimates that 26 top Fortune 500 companies, constituting over 5 percent of 
the S&P 500 Index and 13 percent of its total market capitalisation, have Indian-origin 
CEOs. Sundar Pichai of Google and Alphabet, Satya Nadella of Microsoft, Vivek Sankaran 
of Albertsons, and Arvind Krishna of IBM are some of the icons of the corporate world.
 From my perspective, the selection of Sunak, Harris and Banga signifies the coming 
of age of the Indian diaspora in public life and politics, a watershed development with 
longer-term significance compared to the selection of Indians as CEOs of the private 
corporate world. As PM of the UK, Sunak can help sign the FTA between UK and India, an 
agreement with transformative potential to alter global trade relations.
 Before Sunak and Harris, Indian-origin politicians ascended to top leadership 
positions in Mauritius, Fiji, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago. About 32 heads of state and 
heads of government globally have been of Indian origin, including Sunak. The critical 
difference is Sunak and Harris have achieved the pinnacle despite Indians being 3 percent 
of the UK population and over one percent of the US population. In sharp contrast, in other 
countries with Indian PMs and Presidents, the proportion of the Indian population is much 
higher.
 With $100 billion remittances in 2022, the highest in the world, Indians settled 
abroad maintain a strong cultural connection with their homeland. Indians abroad have 
collected enormous funds to revive some of the cash-strapped campuses all over India: 
the IITs, IIMs and other leading private universities. According to one estimate, although 
India is a $3.5 trillion economy, Indians have already reached a $5 trillion economy, adding 
the Indian diaspora’s wealth to India’s aggregate GDP. 
 In future editions of PRAVASI INDIANS, we will explore different angles while covering 
the 32 million Indian diaspora and its links with 1.4 billion Indians. The task is daunting. 
However, with two decades of experience abroad, as student and an Editor, I hope to live 
up to the challenge. 

Happy reading PRAVASI INDIANS !

 ( Ajit Kumar Jha )

Editor-In-chief
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‘USE 

LOCAL 
SOLUTIONS

FOR 

PROBLEMS‘
   t the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023, held in  
   January at Indore, President Draupadi Murmu
   presented the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award for 
community welfare to Dr Kannan Ambalam. An associate 
professor of public administration in Wollega University in 
Nekemte, in Western Oromia region of Ethiopia, Dr Ambalam 
has no formal training in civil engineering or water-related 
issues, but is the man behind various projects in the African 
country—including construction of 93 bridges, 55 streams, 
two check dams, a school toilet and electrification of a village.
 Inspired to get into community service by his teacher 
in school, he sought to join the civil service to work for social 
upliftment. Unsuccessful in the exam, the young man was 
undeterred. In Ethiopia, he dedicated himself to community 
service. He works alongside villagers, barefoot like them, and 
lives with them—eating the same simple food and sleeping 
in their huts. Dr Ambalam would frequently travel to interior 
villages, most of the time on foot.
 In Ethiopia, he has received recognition from the local 
communities, from Woreda Offices, Wollega University, and 
the Ministry of Education. In India, apart from the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Samman Award, he is a recipient of Zee TV’s Covid 
Warrior Award and Ananda Vikatan’s Nambikai Manithar 
Award. 
Excerpts from an interview by Pravasi Indians: 

Let us begin with your early life…
I was born on June 15, 1977, in Pondhugampatty village, 
Madurai district, Tamil Nadu, and completed schooling at 
Government Higher Secondary School, Palamedu, Madurai. 
My higher education was at Thiagarajar College, Madurai, 

where I did BSc in chemistry. I joined Madras Christian College 
for an MA in public administration. Subsequently, I moved to 
New Delhi and completed MPhil and a PhD from Jawaharlal 
Nehru  University (JNU).
 In January 2009, I joined Wollega University in Ethiopia 
as a lecturer in the Department of Public Administration 
and Development Management. I later became assistant 
professor and then associate professor. At Wollega 
University, I served as director, Centre for the Studies of 
Environment and Society, and vice director of the Corporate 
Communications Directorate.

And how did you get involved with rural infrastructure? 
Along with my teaching responsibilities, I would actively 
engage the students and the local communities in addressing 
the pressing problems of rural infrastructure in Ethiopia. 

A
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Issues such as construction of bridges, micro check dams, 
water springs, toilets in schools and electrification of 
villages...

Why did you want to encourage your students to do this?
The purpose of involving students is to shift the knowledge 
confined in education institutions to social fields for enabling 
them to have a better understanding of their community’s 
problems and to equip them with problem-solving skills. It 
also encourages them to apply developmental concepts and 
theories in practical situations.

In the context in which you work, all types of resources are 
limited. How do you cope?
By taking into account the existing socio-economic 
conditions and to encourage the local communities to build 
similar projects in other areas, my team and I use low-cost 
techniques. Similarly, we apply simple technologies by 
extensively utilising the indigenous and locally available 
resources. This does away with dependency and also leads to 
villagers taking pride in solving problems by using their own 
resources.

Can you trace your inspiration for this work? 
I was inspired by my teacher, Kuppusamy, in the government 
school I attended in Palamedu. He encouraged me to take up 
community service in the school and its surroundings. He had 
planted trees. He was interested in gardening. The interest 
in community work continued during my days in Thiagarajar 
College, in Madras Christian College and in JNU where I was 
president of Jhelum Hostel for two terms.

In Ethiopia, what was the very first project you did?
One day, I was in the field with my students to collect 
research data. We saw a woman struggling to cross a river. 
With my students, I built a small bridge across the river. It 
made the local communities so happy. This incident gave me 
a new energy, a new purpose and mission in life. On our return 
to class, the students narrated stories of villagers drowning 
while crossing flooded streams. From that day onwards, 
I began building low-cost bridges for the communities in 
Wallega.

You are not an engineer, though.
I am not a professional engineer and I have no formal training 
in civil engineering or water-related issues. I learned from 
documentaries on the internet the basics of construction. 
I depend mainly on my students and local communities for 
manpower. I draw inspiration from the British civil engineer, 
John Pennycuick, who built the Mullaperiyar dam in India.
 Initially my team and I built wooden bridges but later 
we upgraded to a composite bridge by blending wood, steel 
reinforcement and cement. Wooden bridges do not last long 
due to exposure to sun and rain. Besides, donkeys and horses 
are mainly used by rural communities to transport their 
agricultural products to the nearby markets and the animals’ 
legs would fall into the gaps of wooden bridges. The new 
cement bridges are fine.  

‘Bridges have been 
constructed across 

dangerous rivers, located 
in the remotest areas. 

Thousands of human and 
animal lives and much 

property have been saved. 
The spring development 

projects have enabled 
thousands to have access 

to clean water.’
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What is the process of a project?
The team visits the project area and holds consultations 
with the surrounding communities. During these meetings, 
the issues related to project design, nature of the project, 
arrangements for resource sharing and schedule for project 
completion are discussed.
   These grassroots-level projects are need-based 
‘alternative developmental’ initiatives which mainly rely on 
creating excellent partnerships with stakeholders, massive 
participation of local communities and extensively using 
locally available resources. That means the communities 
contribute to the construction of the projects by working 
physically and supplying the locally available materials.

How many projects have been completed so far? What are 
the benefits? 
So far our team has constructed 93 bridges, 55 water springs, 
one school toilet, two micro check dams, and completed 
electrification of one village. These projects have a major 
impact on improving the livelihoods of rural communities. 
The bridges enable better rural-urban connectivity for the 
local communities and provide easy access to markets, 
besides access to medical facilities. Also, people’s income 
has increased, and the dropout rate in schools has come 
down. A bridge provides easy access to farmland and grazing 
grounds on the other side.

If you had to put it in a nutshell, what is the learning from 
your life’s work?
Use indigenous solutions for problems. Since the villages 
are located in remote areas, undertaking major construction 
is costly and hence there are not many bridges for the local 
communities who have to cross many rivers before reaching 
the closest urban centres. We have shown how people can 
come together and build a bridge for themselves and improve 
their lives.

‘One day, I was in the field 
with my students to collect 
research data. We saw a 

woman struggling to cross a 
river. With my students, I built 

a small bridge. It made the 
local communities so happy. 
This incident gave me a new 
energy, a new mission in life.’

08 | PRAVASI INDIANS | FEBRUARY 2023

DIASPORA / INTERVIEW www.pravasindians.com





My first brush with the Indian diaspora occurred 
between 1983 and 1995, when I joined Oxford 
University and then the University of California, 

Los Angeles (UCLA). Studying, teaching and freelancing as 
a correspondent in the media, I had my first interactions 
with Indian immigrants settled abroad. I wrote “A portrait of 
Southall” for The Hindustan Times’  Sunday cover story and later 
a series of reports from LA on the Indian diaspora for India 
Today from 1992 to ’95. 

CHANGING

FORTUNES
Having observed and interacted with Indian immigrants in the UK and US 

for four decades, the writer chronicles the two waves of Indian migration to 
each country and the passage from anonymity to notability

BY
AJIT KUMAR JHA

Ajit Kumar Jha, Editor-in-Chief of Pravasi Indians, was 
trained at JNU, Oxford and UCLA. He was Editor, Research 
with India Today and Outlook and Editor of the Qatar 
Tribune and Oman Tribune, and Resident Editor of The 
Times of India, The Indian Express and Hindustan Times.
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provided more space, and more powerful positions, to the 
prosperous Indian communities which immigrated during the 
second wave of migration. In the US, the Democratic Party has 
trumped the Republicans in terms of providing more space and 
power to Indian origin immigrants.

Two waves of Indian migration
Historically, there were two waves of Indian migration to 

the UK and US. Despite distinct differences, given they were 
two countries separated by the Atlantic and that there were 
two different waves, there is yet a parallel trend in the two 
stories. 

The first wave of Indian migration to the UK started in the 
1940s when migrants were recruited directly from India by 
successive governments in the UK to fill the severe labour 

Cut to the present: With the selection of Rishi Sunak as 
prime minister of Britain on Diwali 2022, the Indian diaspora 
has come full circle in the UK. In the US, the election of Kamala 
Harris as vice president in President Joe Biden’s team has 
buoyed the Indian diaspora. 

I use Sunak and Harris as news pegs in this article to trace 
the history of the Indian diaspora, and its social trajectory from 
dull anonymity to remarkable notability. 

The ‘coronation’ of Sunak has been celebrated with 
considerably more pomp and pageantry than the ascension of 
King Charles III, globally and within the UK. The main reason is 
that while the ascension of Charles was a foregone conclusion, 
a typical tradition of hereditary monarchy, Sunak’s elevation 
first as Chancellor of the Exchequer in Boris Johnson’s team 
and later as PM is a true saga of grit, determination, struggle, 
merit, audacity and ambition. 

Sunak’s extraordinary rise in the corporate world and 
politics have become the most apt metaphor for the evolution 
of the Indian diaspora and its rapid rise from modest origins to 
commanding heights. The global spread of the Indian diaspora 
and its phenomenal prosperity, at times in the face of racial 
prejudice, is as poignant as it is paradoxical. 

Ironically, in the UK, while more Indians vote for the left-
wing Labour Party, it is the Conservative Party which has 

The global spread of the Indian 
diaspora and its phenomenal 

prosperity, at times in the face of 
racial prejudice, is as poignant 

as it is paradoxical. 

As Mastercard’s CEO, Ajaypal 
Singh Banga wrote a note on 

the company’s website in January 
2020. The note explains why he got 
nominated by President Joe Biden 
as the World Bank President on 
February 23, 2023. Banga wrote: 
“I don’t think you need me to tell 
you why action on climate change 
is required. Hectares of forests are 
on fire at any given time. Trillions 
of tons of glacial ice are melting. 
Temperatures are rising.” Later in 
2020, Banga launched Mastercard’s 
pledge to plant 100 million trees.

The environmentally sensitive 
Banga is the perfect candidate to 
head the World Bank, given that 
this multi-lateral lender is ready to 
transition from its financial role to 
climate change advocacy. 

The World Bank has faced severe 
criticism from poorer nations seeking 
help in paying for the ravages of 
climate change. Wealthier countries 

(OECD nations) have recently at the 
Sharm El-Sheikh Climate Change 
Conference (COP27) and during the 
G20 summit in Bali pushed the Bank 
to offer more concessional finance 
for climate projects, and engage in 
the mobilisation of private finance 

for a cleaner global environment. 
Banga was born on November 10, 

1959, in the Khadki cantonment of 
Pune to a Saini Sikh family. His father, 
Harbhajan Singh Banga, was a retired 
army lieutenant-general. Educated in 
various schools across the country, 
he graduated in economics from 
St Stephen’s College, Delhi and 
later IIM Ahmedabad. He worked 
for Nestlé and then launched fast 
food franchises, including Pizza 
Hut and KFC. In 1996, he joined 
Citigroup, eventually becoming 
chief executive of its Asia-Pacific 
business, before joining Mastercard 
in 2009. He became CEO a year later. 
At Mastercard, he tripled revenues, 
increased net income six-fold and 
grew market capitalisation from 
under $30 bn to more than $300 bn. 
He served as vice-chair of General 
Atlantic, a US private equity group, 
and advised its climate-focused fund. 

– A.K.J.

Ajay Banga: Climate changa
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shortage that resulted from the Second World War. In the US 
and Canada, the first wave of migration of Indian indentured 
labour to farms in California and Surrey was in an earlier era, 
from 1906 to 1926. The Great Depression of 1929 dampened 
the flow of migrant labour from India. So Indian migration to 
the US was lower from 1926 to 1946, compared to the earlier 
period.

The first wave of immigrants to the US, from Punjab, settled 
in California as indentured farm labour and construction labour 
for the Hoover Dam in Nevada. They settled in Southern 
California towns near the Mexican border and in Stockton 
and Yuba City in Northern California. A large number of Indian 
migrants moved northwards, settling in the farms of Surrey, 
next to Vancouver in Canada. 

The Mexidus of California
Since California had miscegenation laws until 1946, 

whereby a brown or black male could not legally marry a white 
woman, these labourers were barred from marrying local 
Caucasian women. With county clerks perceiving similarities in 
complexion as indicators of belonging to the same race, Punjabi 
bridegrooms were able to circumvent anti-miscegenation laws 
and begin family life in America by marrying Mexican brides 
who were Christians, mostly Catholics.

The mixed community, consisting of Sikh or Hindu husbands 
and Mexican wives, were locally called Mexidus, a short 
form for Mexican-Hindus (Hindus here refers to people from 
Hindustan, including Sikhs). Unique names of Mexidus, such as 
Fernando Singh and Isobel Kaur Babli, partly Mexican, partly 
Indian, are common.

About 26,000 registered mixed marriages took place in 
California between 1906 and 1926. Professor Karen Leonard, 
an anthropologist at the University of California, Irvine, wrote 
a poignant portrait of the Mexidu community in Making Ethnic 
Choices: California’s Punjabi Mexican American in 1992.

In the other story, the first wave of migrants to the UK 
settled in the Midlands city of Birmingham, Manchester and 
northwest England, working in foundries, textile mills and the 

The first wave of immigrants to 
the US, from Punjab, settled in 
California as indentured farm 
labour and construction labour 

for the Hoover Dam.
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manufacturing industry. Fighting against racial prejudice, these 
blue-collar migrants built Britain’s anti-racist and trade union 
movements in the 1950s and ’60s, inspired by anti-colonial 
struggles back home. Indian immigrant communities act as 
significant vote banks for Labour in the Midlands.

The second wave of migrants to the US, university-educated, 
white-collar, some entrepreneurs, more salaried professionals 
in the tech industry, arrived after President Lyndon Johnson 
signed into law the Immigration and Naturalisation Act of 
1965. It changed the face of America, especially its racial 
contours. 

From 2000, the new immigrants—doctors, engineers, 
techies, managers and IT professionals—came in droves, first 
as students to top Ivy League universities and later to tech 
industry jobs as American H1 visa holders, green card holders 
and American citizens. 

The Tamilian mother of US Vice President Kamala Harris, 
the Punjabi parents of former Governor of Louisiana Piyush 
Bobby Jindal and several other prominent politicians belong to 
the second wave. 

Second wave UK migrants: Twice migrants
The second wave of Indian migrants to Britain are called 

“twice migrants”, those who arrived from East Africa in the 
1960s and ’70s, having been expelled or encouraged to leave 

by the newly independent regimes in Uganda, Kenya and 
Tanzania. The families of Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman and former Home Secretary Priti 
Patel were part of the “twice migrant second wave”.

Some significant second-wave migrants were from India: 
businessmen who prospered in the UK. The billionaire club 
includes Laxmi Mittal of ArcelorMittal, Vedanta Chairman Anil 
Agarwal, Biocon chief Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, Caparo group 
chief Baron Swraj Paul, the Hindujas and other business 
magnates.

When this group of Gujarati, Punjabi and other Indian traders 
and entrepreneurs arrived in the UK, many brought considerable 
wealth they had amassed in Africa. English-educated, the 
majority of migrants had professional degrees, and technical 
and managerial education. These advantages virtually 
guaranteed the economic success of East African Indians in 

These blue-collar migrants built 
Britain’s anti-racist and trade 
union movements in the 1950s 

and ’60s, inspired by anti-colonial 
struggles back home.
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Britain, especially in the retail businesses of former Tory Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s “enterprise economy”, for which 
they soon became reputed. 

The Tory leadership of that era identified this demographic 
as potential voters for the Conservative Party. From the 1980s, 
the Tories began to court an imagined “Indian community”, 
limited to East African Indians who had settled in and around 
London. The Tories showcased successful Indian entrepreneurs 
as evidence of what could be achieved under a free market 
Conservative government. In 1988, Thatcher welcomed the 
new Indian high commissioner to Britain with the words: “We 
so much welcome the resourceful Indian community here in 
Britain. You have brought the virtues of family, hard work and 
of resolve to make a better life … you are displaying splendid 

qualities of enterprise and initiative, which benefit not just you 
and your families but the Indian community and indeed the 
nation as a whole.”

Prime Minister Sunak’s pharmacist mother, general 
physician father and Priti Patel’s news agent-owning parents 
of Gujarati origin were typical of their generation. 

Fast forward to 2010, and the Conservatives held 30 percent 
of the British Indian vote. Today, British Indians are the most 
pro-Conservative ethnic minority after the Jewish community. 
After decades of gradual advance, this number soared to 40 
percent in 2017.  As the Tories chased a realignment towards 
white northern voters based on racial scaremongering, support 
in constituencies with high Indian populations increased 
substantially. 

In the past few years, British Indians made up 15 percent 
of the Tory cabinet under Johnson. Today, a British citizen of 
Indian origin occupies 10 Downing Street while Braverman is 
home secretary. From ayahs and lascars, indentured labour 
on California and Surrey farms, and blue collar workers in the 
Midlands, the Indian diaspora has graduated to commanding 
heights—as prime minister in the UK, vice president in the US. 
Key political leaders and CEOs of top multinational corporations 
in both the UK and US are of Indian origin today.  

The mixed community, consisting 
of Sikh or Hindu husbands and 

Mexican wives, were locally 
called Mexidus, a short form for 

Mexican-Hindus.
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ls eqBHksM+ djrh
fo'o Hkk"kk curh fganh

abab

tc igyh ckj 1975 esa ukxiqj esa fo'o fganh 

lEesyu gqvk Fkk] rc Hkkjrh; lekt dks ;g ugha 

irk Fkk fd muds Lok/khurk vkanksyu dh Hkk"kk ,d 

fnu iwjh nqfu;k esa QSy tk,xhA ;|fi ekWjh'kl 

fLFkr fo'o fganh lfpoky; ls ftruh mEehn Fkh] 

bl rjg dh Hkwfedk ;g laxBu ugha mBk ik;kA 

;gh dkj.k gS fd ckj&ckj Hkkjrh; fons'k ea=ky; 

dks bldh ftEesnkjh ysuh iM+rh gS tcfd brus 

lEesyuksa ds ckn lfpoky; dks vkRefuHkZj gksdj 

fganh dk ijpe iwjh nqfu;k esa ygjk nsuk pkfg, 

FkkA

nqfu;k ds vusd ns'kksa esa fganh Hkk"kk vkSj lkfgR; 

dh i<+kbZ gksrh gS rFkk fganh ds iBu ikBu ls tqM+s 

fo}ku  çfrc)rk ds lkFk dk;Z Hkh dj jgs gSA os 

Hkkjr vkrs gS] fganh çns'kksa dh ;k=k,a djrs gS vkSj 

fganh dh nqfu;k dk foLrkj djrs gSA viuh tkiku] 

Jhyadk] mTcsfdLrku vkfn ns'kksa ds lkFk gh Hkkjr 

ds vusd fgLlksa esa ;k=kvksa ds nkSjku ge lc us 

ns[kk vkSj lquk gS fd dSls Qknj dkfey cqYds] 

vktkn 'kkekrkso] vfHkeU;q vur] equh'ojyky 

fparkef.k] cztsaæ dqekj Hkxr e/kqdj] rksfe;ks  

fetkdkeh] bf'knk fgns;kdh] mYQr eqfgcksok] jkt 

ghjkeu] ekfVZu gfjnÙk yNeu] egknso [kqu[kwu] 

ykspu fons'kh] lfjrk cq)w] jkeHktu lhrkjke] 

cklnso ikaMs;] vtkfey ekrkcny] jkenso /kqja/kj]  

mn; ukjk;.k xaxw] MkW cSMeSu] x Qw Qhax] rax 

fiax] miqy jathr vkfn fo}kuksa vkSj v/;srkvksa us 

vius vius ns'k esa fganh dks [kM+k fd;k gSA oSls 

rks fo}kuksa dh lwph yach gS ftuds vFkd ç;kl 

ls iwjh nqfu;k esa fganh dk ijpe ygjk;k gSA 

fQth esa gekjs Hkkjr ljdkj ds fons'k ea=h Jh 

t;'kadj vkSj vU; x.kekU; fo}kuksa ds lkStU; 

ls gq, 12osa fo'o fganh lEesyu us bl dM+h dk 

foLrkj fd;k gS rFkk dgk tk ldrk gS fd fganh dh 

;g nqfu;k FkksM+h vkSj cM+h gks xbZ gSA ns'k fons'k 

ls gekjs fo}ku&ys[kdksa çks nsosaæ pkScs] mYQr çks nsosaæ pkScs] mYQr 
eqghcksok] canuk >k] iadt prqosZnh] latho eqghcksok] canuk >k] iadt prqosZnh] latho 
dqekj nqcdqekj nqcss vkSj fganh 'kks/kkFkhZ yrs'k dqekjhyrs'k dqekjh us 
fo'o fganh  lEeysu ds fofHkUu igyqvksa ij vius 

vius ç;klksa dks dyec) fd;k gSA gekjs bl 

fo'ks"k ç;kl] vkoj.k dFkk dks i<+sa vkSj fganh dks 

le`) cukus ds gekjs ç;klksa ls tqM+saA
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ysf[kdk fganh lkfgR; esa tkuk ekuk uke vkSj çfl) Hkkjrfon~ gSa tks 
orZeku esa rk'kdan ¼mt~csfdLrku½ ds jktdh; fo'ofo|ky; esa çksQslj gSaA

çksQslj mYQr eqghcksok

www.pravasindians.com

fu;k Hkj ds dbZ ns'kksa esa fganh dk mi;ksx fd;k tkrk gS vkSj 
dbZ ns'kksa esa Ldwyksa vkSj mPp f'k{kk laLFkkuksa esa fons'kh Hkk"kk 
ds :i esa i<+k;h tkrh gSA mTcsfdLrku esa 75 o"kksaZ ls fganh 
dks Ldwyksa vkSj fo'ofo|ky;ksa esa fons'kh Hkk"kk ds :i esa i<+k;k 
tk jgk gSA

eSa rk'kdan jktdh; çkP; fo|k fo'ofo|ky; esa fganh Hkk"kk vkSj lkfgR; 
dk çksQslj gwaA gekjs fo'ofo|ky; esa 1947 ls fgUnh Hkk"kk i<+kbZ tkrh 
gSA vDVwcj 2022 esa] mt~csd&Hkkjr fo|k dh 75oha o"kZxkaB dks lefiZr 
,d varjkZ"Vªh; lEesyu vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA lEesyu esa 14 ls vf/kd 
ns'kksa & :l] dtk[kLrku] phu] flaxkiqj] fLoV~tjySaM] Jhyadk] felz vkSj 
vU; ns'kksa ds Hkkjrfonksa us Hkkx fy;kA
Hkkjr ljdkj ges'kk oSf'od Lrj ij fganh Hkk"kk ds fodkl dks cgqr 

egRo nsrh gSA {ks=h; vkSj fo'o fganh laxksf"B;ksa dk fu;fer :i ls 
vk;kstu fd;k tkrk gSA gekjs mt~csd Hkkjrfon~ bl rjg ds dbZ lsfeuk-
jksa esa ges'kk Hkkx ysrs gSaA 2023 ds 15&17 Qjojh esa fQth esa vk;ksftr 
fo'o fganh lEesyu esa lksyg ls vf/kd ns'kksa ls fgUnh ds fo}kuksa us Hkkx 
fy;kA mTcsfdLrku ds 4 Hkkjrfon~ & çksQslj mYQr eqghcksok] ofj"B 
f'k{kd c;kr jk[kekrkso] eksotqnk lkfndksok vkSj uhyqQj [kksntk,ok dks 

miyfC/k;ka
vusd

12oha fo'o fgUnh lEesyu

nq

vkeaf=r fd;k x;kA muesa ls Mk- uhyqQj [kksntk,ok dks mTcsfdLrku 
esa fganh Hkk"kk ds çpkj&çlkj esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, Hkkjr ljdkj     
}kjk lEekfur Hkh fd;k x;kA
laxks"Bh cgqr vPNh rjg ls vk;ksftr dh xbZ FkhA gesa vkt fo'o esa 

fganh Hkk"kk dk LFkku vkSj egRo] fofHkUu ns'kksa esa fganh Hkk"kk vkSj lkfgR;] 
vuqokn vkSj oSKkfud {ks= esa miyfC/k;ksa ds ckjs esa ubZ tkudkfj;ka feyhA
laxks"Bh esa fo'o Lrj ij fganh Hkk"kk dh Hkwfedk vkSj fodkl ij 

fofHkUu ns'kksa ds vfrfFk fo'ks"kKksa }kjk O;k[;ku fn;s x,A laxks"Bh esa fganh 
dk ljy lapkj Hkk"kk ls ckSf)d fodkl dh Hkk"kk esa :ikarj.k] lwpuk 
çkS|ksfxdh vkSj ehfM;k dh Hkk"kk] vuqokn vkSj ckWyhoqM fQYeksa ds ek/;e 
ls fganh dk fo'oO;kih çlkj tSls fo"k;ksa ij fopkj&foe'kZ fd;k x;kA
bl ckr ij tksj fn;k tkuk pkfg, fd fo'o Lrj ij fganh Hkk"kk 

ds fodkl ds fy, ckWyhoqM fQYeksa] Hkkjrh; laxhr vkSj xk;u dk cgqr 
egRo gSA mTcsfdLrku esa] Hkkjr dks ysdj #fp vkSj fganh Hkk"kk lh[kus 
dk eq[; dkj.k Hkkjrh; dyk] Hkkjrh; fQYesa vkSj muds çHkko'kkyh 
laxhr vkSj lkFkZd xhr gSaA eq>s fganh fQYeksa ds dkj.k gh fganh ds çfr 
fnypLih gqbZ vkSj eSaus ikB'kkyk esa i<+rs le; gh bl Hkk"kk vkSj bl 
ns'k dk xgjkbZ ls v/;;u djus dk QSlyk fd;k FkkA fganh dh fo'ks"k 
ikB'kkyk [kRe djus ds ckn eSaus fo'ofo|ky; ds iwohZ QSdYVh esa ços'k 
fy;kA vc eSa bl fo'ofo|ky; esa Hkkjrfo|k dk çksQslj gwa] foHkkx-
k/;{k gwaA fgUnh lkfgR; ij 5 eksuksxzkQh vkSj 5 ikBî&iqLrdsa fy[khaA 
gekjs foHkkx esa fganh Hkk"kk ds ,sls Hkh mLrkn gSa ftUgksaus fganh dh fo'ks"k 
ikB'kkyk ls Lukrd fd;k vkSj fganh Hkk"kk vkSj Hkkjr dks lh[kus ds fy, 
viuk thou lefiZr fd;k rFkk lHkh us  ch-,- ;k ,e-,- ds fo|kfFkZ;ksa 
ds fy;s fgUnh Hkk"kk ij viuh ikBî&iqLrdsa fy[kha gSaA var esa ;g dguk 
t:jh gS fd ge lHkh dks Hkkjrfon~ gksus dk cM+k xoZ gSA 

fo'o Lrj ij fganh Hkk"kk ds fodkl esa ckWyhoqM fQYeksa vkSj Hkkjrh; laxhr dk 
cgqr egRo gS vkSj gesa Hkkjrfon~ gksus dk cM+k xoZ gS
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fx jfefV;k ns'kksa esa fganh Lons'k ls eksg dh fganh gSA gekjh Le`fr 
LFkkuh;rk ds lkFk feydj u;k Le`fryksd x<+rh gSaA fxjfefV;k 
ns'kksa dh fganh blh u, Le`fryksd dh dFkk gS ftlesa vius 

ns'k vkSj ns'k ds yksxksa ds çfr xgjk vuqjkx gSA ?kj ykSVus dk ç;kl vkSj 
u ykSV ikus dk na'k Hkh gSA fQth] lwjhuke] f=funkn] VkscSxks vkSj ekWjh'kl 
tSls ns'kksa esa fganh la?k"kZ ls mith gqbZ Hkk"kk gSA ohjku] vuqoZj Vkiw dks moZj 
cukus ds mís'; ls 'krZcanh dkuwu ds rgr vFkkZr ,xzhesaV ds rgr vaxzstksa }
kjk yk;k x;kA ;gh ,xzhesaV Hkzkaf'kr :i esa fxjfer gks x;kA vaxzstksa }kjk bl 
çFkk dh 'kq#vkr 1834 esa dh xbZA iwohZ mÙkj çns'k] fcgkj ds lkFk nf{k.k 
Hkkjr vkSj egkjk"Vª ls Hkkjrh; etnwjksa dks ,d tSlh ifjfLFkfr esa Hkstk 
x;k vkSj vaxzst ekfydksa dks lkSi fn;k x;kA tgkt ij yns yksx vutku 
ns'k tkus ds nq[k ds lkFk rks Fks gh]yach ;k=k]chekjh dh fLFkfr us mUgsa rksM+ 
MkykA vius lkFkh dks ejrs gq, ns[kuk vekuoh; rks Fkk gh dqN u dj ikus 
ds vlgk;rk cks/k us mUgsa >ad>ksj fn;k FkkA

os vius lkFk Hkk"kk] laL—fr] dh iksVyh esa vius lkFk guqeku pkyhlk]
jkepfjrekul] lR;ukjk;.k dh dFkk] egkHkkjr] xhrk lkFk ys x,A daBksa 
esa vkYgk] fonsfl;k] fuxqZ.k] fcjgk dh rkusa FkhA tks yksx ,sls ns'k esa ftu 
ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa x, Fks] os ,xzhesaV ds rgr x, FksA os etnwjh djus x, 

ysf[kdk ch,p;w] okjk.klh esa fganh dh çk/;kfidk gSaA fons'k ea=ky; Hkkjr 
ljdkj }kjk vkeaf=r çfrfuf/keaMy lnL; ds :i es 11oha vkSj 12osa  
fo'o fganh lEesyu Øe'k% ekWjh'kl vkSj fQth esa 'kkfey gks pqdh gSaA 
fxjfefV;k lkfgR; vkSj laxhr esa vkidh xgjh vfHk#fp gSA

tMksa ls tqM+s 
jgus esa 

fgUnh dh 
cM+h Hkwfedk

FksAfuf'pr :i ls muds ikl Hkkstiqjh] fcgkjh] vo/kh Hkk"kk dk feyk tqyk 
:i FkkA os lkfgfR;d vkSj i<+s fy[ks yksx ugha FksA ogka igys ls ekStwn Ýsap]
vaxzsth] fØ;ksyh rFkk phuh Hkk"kk,a Fkha ftlls ,d ubZ rjg dh fganh dk 
l`tu gqvkA Hkkjr esa Hkh fganh dk Lo:i vyx vyx çkar dh LFkkuh;rk ds 
dkj.k cksypky esa u, rsoj ds lkFk çdV gksrk gSA fxjfeV etnwj vius 
lkFk gjeksfu;e] <ksyd ]uky tSlh phtksa dks ysdj x, vkSj ,d fefJr 
laxhr dh ijaijk dk LQqj.k fd;kA

viuh 'kfä] rkdr] gkM+ rksM+ esgur ls mUgksaus ijns'k dh /kjrh dks 
mitkÅ cuk;kA mUgksaus ogha ifjokj clk, vkSj ,d ohjku /kjrh dks vkckn 
dj fn;kA fuf'pr :i ls mudh ihM+k dks ge muds xhrksa] mudh thou'kSyh 
ds v/;;u ls le> ldrs gSaA jkepfjrekul bu fxjfefV;k yksxksa dh 
Hkk"kk]  /keZ] laL—fr vkSj lH;rk dh j{kk djusokyk <ky cuk jgkA guqeku 
pkyhlk ds ikB us mUgsa Hkjroaf'k;ksa ls tksM+s j[kkA jkek;.k dh eaMyh] efgyk 
eaMyh]jkepfjr ekul dk lLoj ikB] lHkkvksa dk] esyksa dkvk;kstu] vf/
kos'ku] vkSipkfjd vukSipkfjd cSBd] pqukoh lHkk ds Hkk"k.k vkfn esa fganh 
ds ç;ksx us mUgsa viuh tM+ksa ls tksM+k gSA vkJe] xq# ijaijk us mUgsa viuh 
Hkk"kk] laL—fr ls iqu% tqM+us dk volj çnku fd;k gSA ekl ehfM;k us bl 
feyu esa Økafr yk nh gSA ge lHkh Hkkjroklh ,d nwljs ds djhc gks x,A 

Mk- cUnuk >k
@ProfBandanaJha
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ukUnh fQth esa fo'o fganh lEesyu ds mn?kkVu ij fons'k ea=h 
t;'kadj th dk fganh esa 'kkunkj mn~?kks"k.kk] fganh ,d Kku 
ijEijk gSA fganh cksyus okyksa dh c<+rh la[;k oS'ohdj.k ds 

çek.k gSA ljy çoklu ls fganh foLrkj dks xfr dks fuf'pr gh feyh gSA 
yxkrkj gj fnu cjlkr gS ;gkaA gok esa ueh gSA lqcg rks 'kkunkj gok py 
jghA nwj nwj rd cl ç—fr gh gSA ,sls esa gksVy ds dejk cUn fte ls 
csgrj Fkk [kqys esa oftZ'k djukA uknh] fQth ds nsukjkvks y?kq }hi ij ;g 

ys[kd fganh lkfgR; fganh ds pfpZr O;fäRo gSa tks fQygky us'kuy cqd 
VªLV esa laiknd gSaA

iadt prqosZnh

fQth dh fQtk dk D;k gh dguk!
fo'o fganh lEesyu&2023fo'o fganh lEesyu&2023

gksVy gS leqæ rV ls egt 10 ehVj dh nwjh ijA
oSls fQth ds vf/kdka'k }hi 15 djksM+ o"kZ iwoZ vkjaHk ¼vkjEHk½ gq, 

Tokykeq[kh; xfrfof/k;ksa ls xfBr gq,A bl ns'k ds }hilewg esa dqy 322 
}hi gSa] ftuesa ls 106 LFkk;h :i ls cls gq, gSaA blds vfrfjä ;gk¡ 
yxHkx 500 {kqæ }hi gSa tks dqy feyk dj 18]300 oxZ fdeh ds {ks=Qy 
dk fuekZ.k djrs gSaA

}hilewg ds nks çeq[k }hi forh ysoq vkSj ouqvk ysoq gSa ftu ij ns'k dh 
yxHkx 8]50]000 vkcknh dk 87 Áfr'kr fuokl djrh gSA ;gka dh dqy 
vkcknh nl yk[k gh gksxhA ;g ns'k lu 1970 rd fczVsu dk xqyke FkkA

;gka ds vf/kdka'k }hi cM+h dEifu;ksa us [kjhn j[ks gSaA [ksrh vkSj i;ZVu 
gh ;gka dh vkthfodk dk lk/ku gSA fQygky rks ty] tehu vkSj gok 
esa csgn ifo=rk gS ysfdu psrkouh Hkh fd vHkh ;gka Hkh yksx IykfLVd ls 
ijgst ugha dj ik jgs gSaA yk[kksa ikuh cksry o dVyjh QSadh tk jgh gSA

vkt dh lqcg dk vkuanA gekjs le; esa ikap ?k.Vs ls T;knk dk QdZ 
gSA vHkh ;gka lqcg lok 8 cts gSA 
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fo'o fganh lEesyu 2023
esa

ys[kd ,d tkus ekus vkykspd gSa tks orZeku esa xqtjkr dsaæh; 
fo'ofo|ky;] xka/khuxj esa fganh lkfgR; ds çksQslj gSaA

latho dqekj nwcs

fgUnh dk gkflyfgUnh dk gkflyfgUnh dk gkfly
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fnypLi gS fd Hkkjr ds fofHkUu Hkk"kk 
{ks=ksa ls fQth vk;s yksx fgUnh dks viuk 
fy,A bruk gh ugha] vÝhdh ewy ds 

fQthoklh Hkh fgUnh le>rs gSa

vkoj.k dFkk



fQth esa 12 osa fo'o fgUnh lEesyu dk HkO; vk;kstu laiUu 
gqvkA loZfofnr gS fd yxHkx Ms<+ lnh igys xqyke Hkk-
jrh;ksa dks ca/kqvk etnwj cuk dj fQth ykus dh 'kq#vkr 

gqbZ tks yxHkx ipkl o"kksaZ rd cnLrwj tkjh jghA bu o"kksaZ esa Hkkjrh; 
[ksr etnwjksa dh cM+h vkcknh fQth esa clrh pyh xbZA ;s etnwj Hkkjr ds 
fofHkUu {ks=ksa ls yk, x, Fks ftuesa cgqrk;r vo/k çkar ds etnwjksa dh FkhA 
;gh dkj.k gS fd fQth igqap dj bu etnwjksa us ijLij laokn dh tks Hkk"kk 
fodflr dh og vo/kh dk gh foLrkj gS ftls vkt fQth fgUnh ds :i esa 
tkuk tkrk gSA ;gh fgUnh ogk¡ dh ekSf[kd laidZ Hkk"kk ds :i esa O;oâr 
gksrh gSA ;g tkuuk fnypLi gS fd Hkkjr ds fofHkUu Hkk"kk {ks=ksa ls yk, 
x, yksxksa us fQth fgUnh dks gh viuk fy;k gSA bruk gh ugha tks vÝhdh 
ewy ds fQthoklh gSa os Hkh fQth fgUnh dks le>rs gSa vkSj BsB vo/kh ds 
'kCnksa ls HkyhHkk¡fr ifjfpr gSaA jkspd gS fd fgUnh gh ugha vo/kh esa tks 'kCn 
çpyu ls ckgj gks x, gSa mudk pyu fQth esa pkSadkrk gSA

Hkkjrh; ewy ds Qhft;ksa us viuh Hkk"kk ds lkFk vius /keZ vkSj laL—fr 
dh j{kk djrs gq, Hkh loZ /keZ leHkko dk mR—"V mnkgj.k çLrqr fd;k 
gSA fQth esa ?kwers gq, NksVs&NksVs eafnjksa dk fey tkuk lgt gSA ogk¡ /keZ 
vkpj.k dk fo"k; gS fn[kkos dk ughaA ;gh dkj.k gS fd eafnjksa dh HkO;rk 
ij t~;knk tksj ugha gSA fQth dh lkekU; esgurd'k vkcknh Hkkjrh; ewy 
ds yksxksa dh gS rks laiUu O;olk;h oxZ Hkh Hkkjrh; ewy ds gSaA QdZ ;g 
fd tks lkekU; turk gS og fxjfefV;ksa ds :i esa ogk¡ ykbZ xbZ Fkh tcfd 
O;olk;h LosPNk ls vkdj vius vkfFkZd lkezkT; dk;e djus esa lQy 
gq, gSaA D;k Hkkjrh; vkSj D;k vÝhdh] lkekU; fQth turk lgt] eklwe 
vkSj vkReh; gSA

;w¡ rks fQth dh vk; dk eq[; lzksr i;ZVu gS ij Hkkjrh; i;ZVdksa ds fy, 
fQth dHkh vkd"kZ.k dk fo"k; ugha jgkA fQth igqapus okys T;knkrj Hkkjrh; 
i;ZVd os gksrs gSa tks U;wthySaM vkSj vkLVªsfy;k esa cls gq, gSaA viuh Hkk"kk 
vkSj /keZ dh eq[; Hkwfe ds yksxksa ls lkekU; Qhft;ksa dk laidZ laokn lhfer 
gh jgk gSA ckotwn blds fgUnh Hkk"kk vkSj fgUnw /keZ ds lkFk thoar laca/k 
Hkkjrh; ewy ds Qhft;ksa dh cM+h miyfC/k gSA 

fQth esa fo'o fgUnh lEesyu ds nkSjku cM+h la[;k esa fQth ds fgUnh 
f'k{kd mifLFkr FksA fQth ds vyx&vyx }hiksa ls vk, f'k{kdksa dh vkilh 
ckrphr lqu ,slk çrhr gksrk tSls vo/k ds fdlh uxj eqgYys ds yksx vkil 
esa ckrphr dj jgs gksaA mu lHkh esa fgUnh lEesyu dks ysdj mRlkg FkkA 
fQth ds fgUnh f'k{kdksa esa efgykvksa dh la[;k vf/kd gSA lEesyu dk HkO; 
vk;kstu muesa viuh Hkk"kk vkSj ewy Hkwfe ds çfr vknj dk Hkko Hkj jgk 
FkkA mUgsa ;g mEehn gS fd bl lEesyu ds ckn Hkkjr dh ljdkj fQth ds 
Ldwyksa&egkfo|ky;ksa esa fgUnh i<+us okys fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks çksRlkfgr djus dh dksbZ 
;kstuk yk,xhA viuh Hkk"kk vkSj laL—fr dh ewy Hkwfe ls ;g vis{kk mUgsa 
Ms<+ lnh ckn txh gSA ogk¡ dh fofHkUu laLFkkvksa ls tqM+s yksxksa esa ;gh Hkko gS 
fd Hkkjr dks lqnwj iwjc ds bl NksVs }hi ns'k ij viuh igpku ds ikS/kksa dks 
iYyfor&iqf"ir djus esa lfØ; Hkwfedk fuHkkuh pkfg,A lwpuk&laidZ Økafr ds 
bl ;qx esa fgUnh ds foLrkj dh laHkkouk,¡ fodflr gqbZ gSaA fQth vkSj Hkkjr 
lfgr fo'o Hkj ds fgUnh çsfe;ksa] f'k{kdksa vkSj lkfgR;dkjksa ds ikjLifjd laca/
kksa dks çxk<+ djus esa bl lEesyu dh egrh Hkwfedk gks ldrh gS] ftldk 
ykHk fQth ds fgUnh çsfe;ksa dks feyuk r; gSA viuh Hkk"kk vkSj laL—fr ls 
foeq[k gksrh Hkkjrh; Qhft;ksa dh ubZ ih<+h esa fgUnh dks ysdj ,d mRlkg dk 
lapkj gksrk gS rks ;g fgUnh dk lcls cM+k gkfly gksxkA 
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 fganh dks c<+kus esa 
ekl ehfM;k dh 

Hkwfedk vge
fQth ekWjh'kl ds ckn nwljk egRoiw.kZ ns'k gS tgka Hkkjroa'kh viuh esgur 
ds cy ij viuh thoarrk dks cuk, gq, gSaA ;gka fganh Hkk"kk dks vki jsfM;ks] 

Vsyhfotu] Ldwy] ikfyZ;kesaV] cktkj gj txg lqu ldrs gSa

vkoj.k dFkk
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xks iky —".k xks[kys }kjk baihfj;y ysftLysfVo dkSafly esa ekpZ 1912 esa bl çFkk dks lekIr djus dk çLrko j[kk x;k vkSj 
dkmafly ds lHkh 22 lnL;ksa us bl çFkk ds lekIr gksus rd 

çfro"kZ çLrko j[kus dk 'kiFk fy;kA bl çFkk dks lekIr djus esa egkRek 
xka/kh] lh ,Q ,aæqt] gsujh iksyd ds lkFk lkFk iafMr enu eksgu ekyoh; 
dk egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku gSA fQth ds rksrkjke luk<î vkSj dqarh tSls yksxksa 
dk fxjfer çFkk dks jksdus esa cgqr ;ksxnku gSA rksrkjke luk<î th Hkkjr 
ls /kks[ks ls x, ,d djkjc) lSfud FksA 5 o"kZ ds vius ,xzhesaV ds lekIr 
gksus ds i'pkr rksrkjke th us fuMj gksdj vius vf/kdkjksa dh j{kk dks 
ysdj lHkh fxjfer Hkkb;ksa dks tkx:d djrs jgsA fQth esa fcrk, 21 o"kZ 
ds vuqHko dks mUgksaus viuh iqLrd fQth}hi esa esjs bDdhl o"kZ esa fy[kkA

fQth ekWjh'kl ds ckn nwljk egRoiw.kZ ns'k gS tgka Hkkjroa'kh viuh esgur 
ds cy ij viuh thoarrk dks cuk, gq, gSaA

12osa fo'o fganh lEesyu dk vk;kstu blh dkj.k ls fQth esa lEiUu gqvkA 
;gka fganh Hkk"kk dks vki jsfM;ks] Vsyhfotu] Ldwy] ikfyZ;kesaV] cktkj gj txg 
ns[k ldrs gSaA Hkkjr dh fganh fQYeksa us vkSj Hkkstiqjh xkus dh yksdfç;rk us 
fganh dks c<+kus esa enn dh gSA Hkkjr dh ijaijkvksa laL—fr dks c<+kok nsus 
esa ekl ehfM;k dk ;ksxnku egRoiw.kZ gSA ns'k ds ç/kkuea=h eksnh th }kjk 
fganh ds fodkl ds lkFk Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa ds fodkl dh ckr djus ds dkj.k 
ekr`Hkk"kkvksa dks vk/kkj feyk A ,d nwljs ns'kksa esa vkoktkgh us Hkk"kk Hkko 
dks le`) fd;k vkSj Hkk"kk dh ,dkafrdrk dks NksM+ mls foLrkj çnku fd;kA 
fQth ds dfo iafMr deyk çlkn feJ th viuh dfork esa fy[krs gSa------

nhu nq[kh etnwjksa dks ysdj Fkk ftl oä tgkt fl/kkjknhu nq[kh etnwjksa dks ysdj Fkk ftl oä tgkt fl/kkjk
ph[k iM+s uj ukjh] yxh cgus u;uksa ls fonk ty/kkjkAAph[k iM+s uj ukjh] yxh cgus u;uksa ls fonk ty/kkjkAA

ogha tksfxaæ flag dey viuh lkr lkxj ikj dfork esa dgrs gSa-----ogha tksfxaæ flag dey viuh lkr lkxj ikj dfork esa dgrs gSa-----
lkr lkxj ikj djds Hkh fBdkuk u feyk lkS lky I;kj djds Hkh fuHkkuk u feyk Alkr lkxj ikj djds Hkh fBdkuk u feyk lkS lky I;kj djds Hkh fuHkkuk u feyk A

fQth ds fganh ys[ku dh Hkk"kk esa nq[k gS ysfdu Hkfä dk Hkko Hkh gSA 'kknh 
C;kg dk laxhr Hkh gSA xk;=h ifjokj us eafnjksa dk fuekZ.k dj] gou iwtu 
djds] dhrZu dk vk;kstu dj fganh dks vkSj Hkkjr dks thfor j[kk gSA ?kj 
esa cqtqxksaZ dh lsok] cgq csVksa vkSj iksrs iksfr;ksa ds lkFk le; fcrkuk vkt 
Hkh fQth ds fganh lekt esa ns[kk tk ldrk gSA Ldwyh f'k{kk esa ek= 8oha 
d{kk rd fganh dh f'k{kk vfuok;Z gSA vko';drk gS mPp f'k{kk esa fganh dks 
LFkku nsus dhA fganh esa l`tukRed ys[ku dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, ,d fo'ks"k 
eap dh vko';drk gSA iqjLdkj çsj.kk dk dk;Z dj ldrk gSA Hkkjr ds lkFk 
lkaL—frd vknku çnku Hkk"kkbZ laca/kksa dks c<+kok nsxkA 

12osa fo'o fganh lEesyu ds fy, fons'k ea=ky; uksMy ea=ky; FkkA O;ofLFkr ,oa fuckZ/k :i ls 
lEesyu ds vk;kstu ds fy, fofHkUu lfefr;k¡ xfBr dh xbZ FkhA
lzksr fo'o fganh lEesyu iksVZy] fons'k ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj

,d laf{kIr bfrgkl
ßfgUnh&ikjaifjd Kku ls —f=e es/kk rdÞ

12ok¡ fo'o fganh lEesyu fons'k ea=ky; }kjk 
fQth ljdkj ds lg;ksx ls 15 ls 17 Qjo-

jh] 2023 nsukjkÅ vkbySaM dUosa'ku lsaVj] ukanh] fQth 
esa vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA 12osa fo'o fganh lEesyu dks 
fQth esa vk;ksftr djus dk fu.kZ; e‚jh'kl esa vk;ksftr 
11osa fo'o fganh lEesyu esa fy;k x;k FkkA

igyk fo'o fganh lEesyu 1975 esa ukxiqj] Hkkjr esa    
vk;ksftr fd;k x;k FkkA rc ls] fo'o ds vyx&vyx 
Hkkxksa esa] ,sls 11 lEesyuksa dk vk;kstu fd;k tk pqdk 
gSA vHkh rd iwoZ esa vk;ksftr 11 lEesyuksa ds C;kSjs bl 
çdkj gSaA

Ø-la- lEesyu LFkku o"kZ

1- çFke fo'o fganh lEesyu ukxiqj] Hkkjr 10&12 tuojh] 1975

2- f}rh; fo'o fganh lEesyu iksVZ yqbZ] e‚jh'kl 28&30 vxLr] 1976

3- r`rh; fo'o fganh lEesyu ubZ fnYyh] Hkkjr 28&30 väwcj] 1983

4- prqFkZ fo'o fganh lEesyu iksVZ yqbZ] e‚jh'kl 02&04 fnlacj] 1993

5- ik¡pok¡ fo'o fganh lEesyu
iksVZ v‚Q Lisu] fVªfuMkM 

,aM VkscSxks
04&08 vçSy] 1996

6- NBk fo'o fganh lEesyu yanu] ;w-ds- 14&18 flracj] 1999

7- lkrok¡ fo'o fganh lEesyu ikjkekfjcks] lwjhuke 06&09 twu] 2003

8-
vkBok¡ fo'o fganh 

lEesyu
U;w;kdZ] vejhdk 13&15 tqykbZ] 2007

9- ukSok¡ fo'o fganh lEesyu tksgkalcxZ] nf{k.k vÝhdk 22&24 flracj] 2012

10- nlok¡ fo'o fganh lEesyu Hkksiky] Hkkjr 10&12 flracj] 2015

11-
X;kjgok¡ fo'o fganh 

lEesyu
iksVZ yqbZ] e‚jh'kl 18&20 vxLr] 2018

www.pravasindians.com

ysf[kdk ch,p;w] okjk.klh esa fganh dh çk/;kfidk gSaA fons'k ea=ky; Hkkjr 
ljdkj }kjk vkeaf=r çfrfuf/keaMy lnL; ds :i es 11oha vkSj 12osa  
fo'o fganh lEesyu Øe'k% ekWjh'kl vkSj fQth esa 'kkfey gks pqdh gSaA 
fxjfefV;k lkfgR; vkSj laxhr esa vkidh xgjh vfHk#fp gSA
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çokl dk i`Foh ds çR;sd tho ls fdlh u fdlh :i esa laca/k jgk gSA ;g çfØ;k 
euq"; }kjk gh ugha cfYd i'kq&if{k;ksa }kjk Hkh viukbZ tkrh gSA vkt Hkh lk-
bcsfj;u i{kh HkkSxksfyd dkj.kksa ls Hkkjr vkrs gSa rFkk çtuu çfØ;k dks iwjk dj 

okil vius ns'k ykSV tkrs gSaA varj dsoy ;gh gS] i{kh LosPNk ls çokl dks viukrs gSa 
ysfdu euq"; ds fy, blds vusd dkj.k gks ldrs gSaA fganh 'kCndks'k esa ^çokl* dk vFkZ 
^ijnsl tkdj jguk] fons'k tkuk* rFkk ^çoklh* dk vFkZ ^ijnsl esa jgus okyk* fn;k x;k 
gSA Hkkjr esa Hkh vusd çoklh O;kikj] f'k{kk] ywV&ikV] /keZ çpkj vkfn ds mís'; ls vk,A 
fdarq ;g ckr /;ku nsus ;ksX; gSa fd os LosPNk ls Hkkjr vk,A Mp] iqrZxkyh] d‚eu fczfV'k 
;gka O;kikj djus vk,A mUgksaus ;gka O;kikj gh ugha cfYd 'kklu Hkh fd;kA Hkkjrh;ksa dk 
Hkjiwj 'kks"k.k fd;k o etnwjksa dks fons'kksa esa Hkh cspkA Hkkjrh; ;qokvksa dks vaxzsth f'k{kk dk 
Kku fn;k rkfd lLrs ckcw fey ldsA vaxzsth f'k{kk ds Kku ls Hkkjrh; ik'pkR; laL—fr 
vkSj lkfgR; ls voxr gq,A rRi'pkr os fons'kksa esa Hkh x,A vkt Hkh vusd ;qok Hkkjr ls 
f'k{kk o jkstxkj ds fy, vesfjdk tSls ns'kksa esa tkrs gSaA ftuesa ls dqN ogha cl tkrs gSaA 
muds thou ds la?k"kksaZ dks çoklh jpukdkj viuh jpukvksa ds ek/;e ls ikBdksa ds le{k 
ykrs jgrs gSaA bu jpukdkjksa esa çoklh vesfjdh fganh efgyk dFkkdkjksa dk opZLo vf/kd gSA 
ftuesa lqn'kZu fç;nf'kZuh] va'kq tkSgjh] vfuy çHkk dqekj] lq/kk vkse <haxjk] çfrHkk lDlsuk] 
iq"ik lDlsuk] js.kq xqIrk jktoa'kh] vejsaæ dqekj] lq"ke csnh vkfn ds uke fy, tk ldrs gSaA

lq"kek csnh dh dgkuh ^volku* esa eq[; ik= MkDVj fnokdj vkSj 'kadj gSa tks vesfjdk 
esa cls gSa rFkk ukfLrd cu pqds gSaA ysfdu jkek;.k vkSj xhrk nksuksa dks daBLFk gS rFkk 
fnokdj vkt Hkh Hkkjr esa jg jgh viuh eka o cgu dk [;ky j[krk gSA mlds vc rd 
rhu fookg o nks rykd gks pqds gSa ysfdu igyh ifRu;ksa o cPpksa dks iwjk [kpZ nsrk gSA 
cnys esa os mldh [kSfj;r Hkh ugha iwNrsA ;g ns[k 'kadj xqLlk gksrk rks fnokdj xhrk dk 
mins'k nsrk ÞØks/k ls lEeksg gksrk gS] lEeksg ls Le`fruk'k] Le`fruk'k gksus ls fopkj 'kfä 
dk uk'k gksrk gS vkSj cqf)uk'k ls loZuk'kAÞ vpkud ân;k?kkr ls fnokdj dk fu/ku 
gksus ls 'kadj vanj gh vanj VwV x;kA Hkkjrh; fdrus gh cny tk,a ysfdu muesa lukru 
laL—fr lw{e :i esa fo|eku jgrh gh gS] ;gh 'kadj ds lkFk gqvkA vc 'kadj pkgrk Fkk 
fd fnokdj dk vafre laLdkj fganw jhfr ls gks ysfdu fnokdj dh iRuh gsysu bZlkbZ jhfr ls 
djokrh gSaA viuh laL—fr ds çfr txh vkLFkk dk gh çHkko Fkk fd vafre çs;j [kRe gksrs 

ys[kd fQygky dk'kh fgUnw fo'ofo|ky;] okjk.klh ds fganh foHkkx esa 'kks/k dj jgh gSaA

yrs'k dqekjh

çokfl;ksa ds vuNq,
igyqvksa ls :c: djkrha 

vesfjdh ysf[kdk,a

vkoj.k dFkk
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gh 'kadj vpkud [kM+k gqvk vkSj xhrk ds 'yksd laL—r o vaxzsth esa cksyus yxkA lHkh 
LrC/k gks lqurs jgsA var esa og dgrk gS ßdkV uk ldrs 'kL= vkRek dks---vkx uk dHkh 
bls tykrh---fo—r jfgr gS vfopy vkRek---tUe fuR; gS rks ej.k fuR;---AÞ 'kadj dks 
yxk tSls fnokdj rkcwr esa ls mls ns[k eqLdqjk jgk gksA Hkkjrh; laL—fr dks çkphu vkSj 
le`) crkrs gq, çksQslj gfjeksgu dgrs gSa ßvusd laL—fr;ksa ds laidZ esa vkus] muds lkFk 
lgdkj vkSj leUo; cukrs gq, Hkh Hkkjrh; laL—fr us viuh ewy vkRek dks lqjf{kr j[kk 
gSA ;gh dkj.k gS fd fo'o Hkj esa Hkkjrh; ewy ds yksx cls gq, gSa vkSj viuh laL—fr dks 
thfor j[ks gq, gSaAÞ

lqn'kZu çn'kZuh dh dgkuh ^ns'kkarj* Hkkjrh; naifr lfjrk vkSj uhjt dh gS ftUgsa if'peh 
laL—fr] vk/kqfud thou 'kSyh dk vkd"kZ.k vesfjdk ys vk;kA nsj jkr ikVhZ] 'kjkc ihuk] 
cPpksa dks ?kj esa vdsyk NksM+uk muds fy, vk/kqfud gksuk FkkA ifj.kkeLo:i cPps Vhoh] 
ohfM;ks xse esa le; fcrkrs] cM+s gksus ij fyo bu&fjys'kuf'ki esa jgus yxsA Lo;a dks     
vk/kqfud lksp dk VSx nsdj lfjrk vkSj uhjt ;g lc utjvankt djrs x,A dey fd'kksj 
xks;udk ds 'kCnksa esa& ßvesfjdk Hkkjrh;ksa ds fy, fnokLoIu gS vkSj ogka tkus ij dqN ds 
fy, nq%LoIu vesfjdk LoxZ gS ftlesa Mwc tkus ij eu] laLdkj vkSj vkRek ej tkrh gSAÞ 
;gh lfjrk vkSj uhjt ds lkFk Hkh gqvkA muds csVs us mUgsa viuh 'kknh esa vkus dk fuea=.k 
fn;k rFkk dkMZ esa ekrk&firk ds uke dh txg gksus okyh lkl dk uke Niok;kA vk/kqfud 
fopkjksa ds lkFk] Hkkjrh; laLdkjksa dks thfor j[kus dk lans'k nsus okyh lfjrk csVs ds bl 
O;ogkj ls bruh vkgr gksrh gS fd lkjk nks"k uhjt dks nsrh gS vkSj uhjt mlsA var esa 
Lo;a dks fnyklk nsrs gq, dgrh gS ßnqfu;k esa djksM+ksa yksx gSa] lHkh ds eka&cki D;k ekFks dh 
fcafn;k cudj ekFks ij lts jgrs gSa! gesa eku ysuk pkfg, fd ge Lo;a gh mUgsa u;k Hkfo"; 
nsus ;gka vk, FkÞA lq/kk vkse <haxjk us ^cs?kj lp* dgkuh esa vkn'kZoknh vkSj vk/kqfud 
Hkkjrh; L=h ds thou la?k"kZ dks Hkkjr vkSj vesfjdh i`"BHkwfe ij mdsjk gSA eq[; ik= lat; 
U;w;‚dZ ls ih,pMh dj jgk gSA fookg ds ckn jatuk Hkh lat; ds lkFk U;w;kWdZ xbZ vkSj 
vkxs dh i<+kbZ ogha ls dhA jatuk ds ekrk&firk tc U;w;kWdZ vk, rks ,d f'kYi çn'kZuh ns[k 
eka lqu;uk us ewfrZ cukus dh bPNk tkfgj dhA fookg ls iwoZ Hkh lqu;uk xk;u fp=dkjh o 
f'kYi esa #fp j[krh Fkh A tcfd jatuk us eka dks la;qä ifjokj esa ihlrs] ngst uk ykus 
ds fy, lkl vkfns ls çrkfM+r gksrs gh ns[kk FkkA lqu;uk us cgqr lqanj ewfrZ;ka cukbZ] ftUgsa 
lat; çR;sd esgeku dks cM+s xoZ ls fn[kkrkA ukSdjh yx tkus ds ckn nksuksa brus O;Lr gks 
x, fd ,d&nwljs dks le; u ns ikrsA blh chp jatuk dh nksLrh f'kYidkj ,e- lnks"k ls 
gqbZA dke ds ncko o ruko ls lat; dk O;ogkj xqLlSyk gksrk x;k vkSj vDlj >xM+s gksus 
yxsA ,d fnu lat; us jatuk ij /kks[kk nsus dk vkjksi yxkrs gq, lkjh ewfrZ;ka ckgj Qsad 
nh vkSj dgk Þ;g esjk ?kj gSA eSa lgu ugha dj ldrk fd esjs ?kj esa esjs lkFk jgdj rqe 
fdlh vkSj dks pkgksßA ?kj NksM+us ls igys jatuk dsoy ;gh dgrh gS fd rqe tks lksp jgs gks 
ogh lp gSA vc og lat; ds >wB dks >wB lkfcr ugha djuk pkgrh FkhA vk/kqfud Hkkjrh; 
ukjh dks ysdj egknsoh oekZ us Bhd gh dgk gS& ßHkkjrh; ukjh ftl fnu vius laiw.kZ çk.k 
osx ls tkx lds ml fnu mldh xfr jksduk fdlh ds fy, laHko ughaÞA mls ;kn vkrk gS 
tc mlus Hkkb;ksa dh rjg vyx dejk ekaxk Fkk rks nknh us MkaV dj dgk Fkk& Þvius ifr 
ds ?kj tkdj viuh ethZ dk dejk ysuk---Hkkb;ksa ls D;k eqdkcyk djuk] ;g rks ?kj gh 
mudk gSAÞ lat; Hkwy x;k Fkk fd jatuk f'kf{kr vkSj vkRefuHkZj gSA jatuk u;k ?kj <wa<rh 
gS] viuk lkeku] VwVh ewfrZ;ka ltkdj Lo;a dks fgEer nsrh gS fd ,d fnu ;g Hkh ?kj cu 
tk,xkA tgka eka dh ;knsa gksaxh] viuk vyx dejk gkxk vkSj gksaxs vius Lora= fu.kZ;A

;s dgkfu;ka çoklh Hkkjrh;ksa ds thou vuqHkoksa ls ifjfpr djokrh gSa fd dSls vesfjdh 
ifjos'k dk vkd"kZ.k mUgsa brus vkxs ys tkrk gS fd os lc HkkSfrd lq[k çkIr dj ysrs gSa 
vkSj vdsysiu] ruko] LokFkZ ds :i esa mldh dher pqdkrs gSaA os pkg dj Hkh viuk thou 
ljy ugha cuk ikrsA var esa Hkkjrh; laL—fr gh mUgsa lacy çnku djrh gSaA 
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Budget 2023-24 might have no major changes but a clutch of tweaks gives 
the Indian diaspora reason enough to continue investing back home

LITTLE THINGS

COUNT
The writer is a Mumbai-based senior business journalist.

BY KUMUD DAS

D   espite there being no major announcement in this  
   year’s Budget which was presented by Union   
   Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Parliament 
on February 1, it still brought smiles to the faces of 3.2 crore-
odd members of the Indian diaspora. The reason is simple: A 
host of tweaks that could impact the way NRIs invest or earn 

from their Indian assets.
 For instance, in a move to sync Indian foreign exchange 
regulations with the Income Tax Act, the Budget proposes 
to bring issuance of shares to non-residents above the  
fair market value within the tax purview. This will prevent 
generation and circulation of unaccounted for money from
non-resident investors in a closely held company in excess of 
its fair market value. Of course, this is just the tip of a large 
iceberg in terms of sops gifted to the Indian diaspora.   
 “True, there is no change in the tax slabs as was 
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applicable for Non-Residential External (NRE) clients or other 
non-resident Indian clients. But they have also included the 
category of resident but not ordinary residents in this
category, where gifting done by an NROR or non-resident 
ordinary resident to a resident Indian would be taxed in India 
going forward. Interestingly, there are a host of such sops in 
the proposed Budget,” says Anand Khanvilkar, product lead–
Strategic Alliances, IIFL Securities. 
 India has caught the fancy of NRIs for the past few 
years. This is evident from the fact that in terms of overall 
remittances, India received more than $100 billion in the 
last financial year. On an average, remittances are growing 
at an annual rate of 5-6 percent. It has gone up to more 
than 12 percent over the last financial year, largely due to 
contributions by a substantial section of the diaspora, says 
Khanvilkar.
 More than 65 percent of the Indian diaspora in the top 
14 countries are today remitting large amounts of money to 
India. While 60 percent of such remittances go to investment 
in various kinds of savings in India, the balance goes into 
different asset classes.
 According to Khanvilkar, “The fact of the matter is that 
the rupee has been depreciating at the rate of 3-4 percent 
per annum on an average for the past few years. Last year 
alone, it depreciated more than 10 percent, which provides 
an opportunity to migrant Indians to park their hard-earned 
money back in the country of their origin. In fact, it is also a 
reason behind the sudden surge of remittances happening 
across India.”

are getting in their in-country investment opportunities. The 
larger portion is typically in banks where larger amounts 
of deposits are held tax-free. So, from the point of view of 
the Budget, there was nothing in terms of investment to be 
sought or a certain kind of investment to be discounted for 
taxes.
 As for the interest rate scenario prevailing back home, 
it has reduced drastically to 4-5 percent now from 12-13 
percent until 2006-07.
 NRI customers are taxed at the same rate applicable for
domestic customers. So there has been no per se change in 
terms of taxation from an NRI perspective because short-
term and long-term capital gain taxes were applicable earlier 
as well. So primarily there has been no change in terms of 
assessing the fair market value. They can always take the 
fair market value in terms of the indexation benefit which 
they get and also the grandfathering clause, which they can 
apply, where they can also look at the current market price 
or the market price applicable as per the grandfathering 
clause.  
 From a short-term and long-term perspective, the tax 
rates have remained unchanged for quite some time. The 
short-term capital gains tax is 15 percent which comes to 
post-cess around 17.94 percent; long-term is around 10 
percent which would be around 11.96 percent which remains 
the way it was. They have been paying taxes and banks have 
been deducting taxes at source on any kind of equity market 
or debt market transactions that the customers are doing 
today. Similarly, they are applicable for even PIS investments. 
Things have changed in terms of debt mutual funds from a 
short-term perspective. The effective taxes have come down 
slightly by around 2-2.5 percent to around 39 percent. From
an equity mutual fund perspective, in the short term, the 
implications are the same. 
 They will have to pay around 39 percent of tax for short-
term purposes. The same element will be applicable for AIS 
as well. There will be a benefit for the client in terms of 
whether the client has a tax residency certificate (TRC) 
for availing of the double taxation avoidance agreement 
between the two countries. If they are able to provide a TRC, 
they will get benefit in case of tax for income distribution on 
mutual funds. 

More than 65 percent of 
the Indian diaspora in the 
top 14 countries are today 
remitting large amounts of 
money to India. While 60 

percent of such
remittances go to 

investment in various kinds 
of savings in India, the 

balance goes into different 
asset classes.

‘The rupee has been 
depreciating at the 

rate of 3-4 percent per 
annum on an average 
for the past few years. 

Last year alone, it 
depreciated more than 

10 percent,
which provides an 

opportunity to migrant 
Indians to park their 
hard-earned money

back in the country of 
their origin.’

 Coming to the various categories of migrant Indians, 
there are two major types: Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs) 
and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs). OCIs, particularly those 
living in Gulf countries, who can’t have a permanent residence 
in those countries, prefer to live post-retirement in India. 
 Of course, the major component of this money is going 
into bank deposits today, typically in terms of NRE and NRO 
FCNR deposits held with public and private banks.   
 So, from a Budget perspective, why the government 
has not made any changes is because the remittances have 
been substantial as domestic growth is very strong in India in 
multiple sectors and profitability across corporates is good. 
There has also been transparency and ease of access to 
banks and capital markets, with a dedicated scheme of NRI 
segments catering to the requirements. The currency interest 
rate arbitrage and return arbitrage is the most critical thing 
to consider, as compared to what the NRI customers
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ctV

ctV ls baÝk dks 
yxsaxs ia[k

cqfu;knh <kaps ds pkSrjQk fodkl ls gh Hkkjr dks ^vkRefuHkZj* gksus vkSj ^2047 rd ,d 
fodflr vFkZO;oLFkk* cuus dk liuk lkdkj gks ik;sxkA 2023-24 dk vke ctV

fodkl vkSj jkstxkj dks Rofjr o futh fuos”k dks vkdf"kZr djus vkSj oSf'od
vjktdrkvksa ls futkr ikus dh fn”kk esa ,d lgh dne gS

ys[kd vkfFkZd fo"k;ks ds tkusekus fo'ks"kK vkSj Lora= i=dkj gSaA vrhr esa 
og nSfud fgUnqLrku vkSj vU; jk"Vªh; lekpkj i=ksa ls tqM+s jgs gSaA

'kf'k dqekj >k
#jy baÝkLVªDpj MsoyiesaV QaM (RIDF) 
dh rjg vcZu baÝkLVªDpj MsoyiesaV 
QaM (UIDF) dk xBu fd;k tk,xk tks 
NHB }kjk ç'kkflr gksxk vkSj bl dks”k 
dk mi;ksx fV;j&2 ,oa fV;j&3 ”'kgjksa 
esa 'kgjh cqfu;knh <kaps dk fuekZ.k 

djus ds fy, fd;k tk,xkA
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?kks’k.kk Hkh dhA

gkykafd fj;y ,LVsV dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, ljdkj us ctV 

esa fdlh çR;{k ;k vçR;{k dne dh ?kks’k.kk ugha dh ysfdu 

iwathxr ifjO;; esa o`f) dj ds fdQk;rh gkmflax lsxesaV ij 

viuk Qksdl cuk;s j[kk gSA dkWef”kZ;y fj;y lsDVj {ks= dks 

Hkh LVkVZvi] fQuVsd daifu;ksa rFkk O;olk; dh lqxerk dks 

fn, x, çksRlkguksa ls Hkh ykHk igqap ldrk gSA dqy iwathxr 

O;; (capital expenditure) esa c<ksrjh] ç/kkuea=h vkokl 

;kstuk ds fy, vkmVys esa o`f)] UIDF dk xBu vkSj jsyos ds 

fy, fjdkWMZ iwathxr vkoaVu ls csgrj cqfu;knh <kaps dk fuekZ.k 

rks gksxk gh lkFk esa fj;y ,LVsV {ks= dks Hkh ykHk igqapsxkA ctV 

2023-24 esa fV;j&2 ,oa fV;j&3 ”kgjksa ds fy, UIDF 
}kjk lkykuk 10,000 djksM+ #i;s dh ,d lefiZr jkf”k 
vkoafVr dh xbZ gSA blls Hkh xq.koÙkkiw.kZ ”kgjh cqfu;knh <kaps 

dk fuekZ.k gksxk ftlls thou Lrj csgrj gksxk blls gkmflax 

vkSj dkWef”kZ;y fj;y ,LVsV ds fy, vf/kd ekax Hkh iSnk gksxh 

vkSj lkoZtfud ,tsfUl;ka bl QaM dk mi;ksx cqfu;knh <kaps 

dk fuekZ.k djus vkSj jsthMsafl;y rFkk dkWef”kZ;y çksiVhZt dks 

Msoyi djus ds fy, mHkjrs ”kgjksa esa tehu dh [kkst djus esa 

djsaxhA ;g u dsoy vf/kd jkstxkj voljksa dk l`tu djsxk 

cfYd blls fV;j&2 ,oa fV;j&3 ”kgjksa ds fy, vf/kd ek=k 

esa fuos”k Hkh vk,xkA

tkfgj gS] ve`r dky ds 25 o’kksaZ ds fotu ds lkFk vke ctV 

2023-24 dk ctV vius dqN vfHkuo dneksa ds dkj.k 

cgqr lkjh mEehnsa txkrk gSA vc ;s ctV ?kks’k.kk,a fdruh 

çHkkoh gksrh gSa] bldk irk rks vkus okys le; gh crk,xk fd 

ns'k blls fdruk ykHkkafor gqvkA 

www.pravasindians.com

ÝkLVªDpj ;kuh cqfu;knh <kapk {ks= dks nqfu;k Hkj 

esa fodkl dk okgd ekuk tkrk gSA ikjaifjd :i 

ls  cqfu;knh <kaps dks HkkSfrd ifjlaifÙk;ksa] [kkl dj 

lM+dksa] canjxkgksa] fctyh dh Vªkalfe'ku ykbuksa vkfn] ls tksM+ 

dj ns[kk tkrk jgk gSA cqfu;knh <kaps ij /;ku rks dekscs”k 

gj ljdkj vius ctV esa nsrh jgh gS exj 2014 ds ckn 
ls Hkkjr ljdkj us lokaZxh.k fodkl ¼HkkSfrd] lkekftd vkSj 

fMftVy cqfu;knh <kaps½ ij fuLlansg gh vHkwriwoZ tksj fn;k 

gSA cqfu;knh <kaps dk iqjtksj fodkl Hkkjr dks fuf”pr gh 

^vkRefuHkZj* vkSj ̂ 2047 rd ,d fodflr vFkZO;oLFkk* cuus 

ds fotu dks lkdkj djsxkA

pwafd cqfu;knh <kapk esa fuos”k ls ns”k ds vFkZO;oLFkk ij 

cgqvk;keh çHkko iM+rk gS] ljdkj dh dksf”k”k varrksxRok 

fodkl rFkk jkstxkj l`tu dks c<+kok nsuk] futh fuos’k dks 

vkdf”kZr djuk vkSj oSf'od vjktdrkvksa ls vius vFkZO;oLFkk 

dks lqjf{kr djuk gh gSA

ljdkj us vke ctV 2023-24 esa cqfu;knh <kapk ds fodkl 
dks dkQh roTtks nh gSA 2023-24 esa ;g jkf”k 8.28 yk[k 
djksM+ #i;s ¼100.77 fcfy;u MkWyj½ gS tks fd dqy ljdkjh 
O;; dk 18 çfr”kr gSA dqy O;; esa iwathxr O;; (capital 
expenditure) dk fuos”k 22 çfr”kr gS tks dh fiNys 15 
o’kksaZ esa lokZf/kd gSA ;fn ge bldh rqyuk egkekjh ds igys ds 

o’kZ (2019-20) ls djsa rks ;g 10 çfr”kr T;knk gSA vke 

ctV 2023-24 esa tgka baÝkLVªDpj ij O;; dks c<+k;k 
x;k gS tks laHkor% lks”ky lsDVj ds O;; esa dVkSrh djds gh 

gqvk gksxkA xkSjryc gS fd lks”ky lsDVj ;kuh lkekftd {ks= 

ukxfjdksa dks lqj{kk çnku djrs gSa vkSj vkthfodk] LokLF;] 

iks”k.k vkSj f”k{kk tSls ewyHkwr vf/kdkj lqfuf”pr djrs gSaA 

2009 ds ckn ,slk igyh ckj gqvk gS fd lks”ky lsDVj 

ij O;; dqy ljdkjh O;; ds 20 çfr”kr ls Hkh de jgkA 
lkekftd {ks= ds ctV vkoaVu esa dsaæ ljdkj us gkmflax] 

”kgjh fodkl] ty vkSj LoPNrk tSlh cqfu;knh <kaps ls tqM+h 

ifj;kstukvksa dks ojh;rk nh gSA

ljdkjh lw=ksa dh ekus rks bl o’kZ baÝkLVªDpj dks c<+kok nsus 

ij fo’ks”k /;ku fn;k x;k D;ksafd vFkZO;oLFkk dks rsth rFkk 

nh?kZdkfyd :i ls lq–<+ djus ds fy, ;g t#jh gSA ctV esa 

ih,e vkokl ;kstuk O;; esa 66 çfr”kr dks c<+k dj bls 
79,000 djksM+ #i;s dj fn;k x;kA jsyos ctV esa 2.4 
yk[k djksM+ #i;s dk iwathxr ifjO;; (capital outlay) dk 
çko/kku fd;k x;k gS tks 2013-14 ds ckn ls vc rd 

dk lokZf/kd vkoaVu gSA foÙk lfpoky; ds fuekZ.k ls u, 

cqfu;knh <kaps esa futh volajpuk fuos”k c<+sxkA uo LFkkfir 

volajpuk ¼cqfu;knh <kapk½ foÙk lfpoky; fo”ks’k :i ls 

fctyh] lM+d] jsyxkM+h] vkfn tSls baÝkLVªDpj lsDVjksa ftldh 

fuHkZjrk lkoZtfud QaM ij gh jgh gS esa futh vkSj fgr/kkjdksa 

ds fuos”k dks çksRlkfgr djsxkA ljdkj ,d vcZu baÝkLVªDpj 

MsoyiesaV QaM (UIDF) dh LFkkiuk djsxh tks #jy baÝkLVªDpj 
MsoyiesaV QaM (RIDF) ds leku gh gksxk ftls NHB lapkfyr 
djsxkA jkT;ksa dks 50 o’kZ ds C;kt eqä _.k esa ,d lky 

vkSj fn;k x;k gS ftlls fd mUgsa iwjd uhfr;ka viukus vkSj 

cqfu;knh <kaps esa fuos”k djus ds fy, çsfjr@ çksRlkfgr djsxkA 

dsaæh; ctV 2023-24 jkT;ksa dks ”kgjh fu;kstu uhfr;ksa 
esa lq/kkj vkSj vius ”kgjksa dks 'dy ds fVdkÅ ”kgjksa esa 

cnyus esa enn vkSj lHkh uxjksa ,oa ”kgjksa dks e”khu&gksy 

flLVe esa ifjofrZr djus ij tksj fn;k x;k gS ftlls fd 

”kgjksa ds lsfIVd VSadksa rFkk lhojksa dks e”khu dh lgk;rk ls 

de-sludge vkSj 100 çfr”kr ;kaf=d lQkbZ gks ldsA 

UIDF dk xBu çkFkfed lsDVjksa ds _.k esa deh ds eís utj 

fd;k x;k gSA dqy 75,000 djksM+ #i;s dk fuos’k ¼ftlesa 

b a
ve`r dky dk igyk 

ctV fodflr Hkkjr ds 
fuekZ.k dh etcwr uhao 
j[ksxkA ;g ctV xjhc] 

e/;e oxZ] fdlku 
lfgr vkdka{kh lekt 
ds liuksa dks iwjk 

djsxkA 

&ç/kkuea=h
Jh ujsUæ eksnh

15,000 djksM+ #i;s futh lalk/ku ls½ 100 egRoiw.kZ 

ifjogu volajpuk ifj;kstukvksa ¼canjxkgksa] dks;yk] bLikr] 

moZjd vkSj [kk|kUu lsDVj½ dks laiw.kZ dusfDVfoVh ¼vafre vkSj 

çFke&ehy dusfDVfoVh½ çnku djus dk çko/kku gSA 

rVh; f”kfiax (coastal shipping) dks ;k=h vkSj eky <ksus 

ds fy, ifjogu dk ,d ilanhnk rjhdk cukus ij tksj fn;k 

x;k gSA fctyh ladV ls cpus ds fy, dks;ys ds ifjogu 

ds fy, jsy&lh&jsy (RSR) rjhdk dks c<+kok fn;k tk jgk 
gSA dsaæh; ctV (2023-24) us {ks=h; ,;j dusfDVfoVh 
dks c<+kus ds fy, u dsoy vius vkoaVu dks c<+k dj # 

1,244 djksM+ fd;k cfYd 50 vfrfjä gokbZ vìksa] gsyhiSM] 

okVj ,;jksMªkse vkSj vfxze ySafMax xzkmaM ds iqujksRFkku dh       

canjxkgksa] dks;yk] bLikr] moZjd 
vkSj [kk|kUu lsDVjksa ds 100 
vfuok;Z ifjogu volajpuk 

ifj;kstukvksa ¼cqfu;knh <kapksa½ dks 
laiw.kZ dusfDVfoVh ¼vafre vkSj 
çFke&ehy dusfDVfoVh½ ds fy, 

dqy 75,000 djksM+ #i;s dk fuos”k 
¼15,000 djksM+ #i;s futh iwath 

lesr½ fpafgr fd;k x;k gSA
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Hkks                tiqjh 'kSyh dh isafVaXl ds mnkgj.k fcgkj ds cDlj ls iwoZ esa Hkkstiqj ds lehi fLFkr ^ekStk clko dyk esa rS;kj dh xbZZ jkepfjrekul dh 
Hkkstiqjh 'kSyh dh ,d lfp= gLrfyf[kr çfr esa fn[kykbZ nsrs gS ftldh 

ppkZ Hkkstiqjh {ks= ds v/;srk mekdkar frokjh us dh gSA uhps bl 'kSyh dh dqN isafVaXl 
nh xbZZ gS ftlesa igys esa y{e.k 'kwiZ.k[kk ds lkeus rhj&/kuq"k ysdj [kM+s gS vkSj jke 
mlds ihNs [kM++s gSA dgk tkrk gS fd cDlj ds xaxk unh rV ds djhc ds pfj=oku 
esa fLFkr egf"kZ fo'okfe= ds vkJe ifjlj esa ekul esa of.kZr os lHkh ?kVuk,a ?kVh 
Fkh ftldk mYys[k rqylhnkl djrs gSaA vU; dyk—fr;ksa dk laca/k dksgcj dyk vkSj 
vU; vk—fr;ksa ls gSA blfy, bl {ks= dh ikfjaifjd dykvksa vkSj miyC/k dqN is-
afVaXl esa buds çHkko dks ns[kk tk ldrk gSA dkykarj esa /khjs /khjs Hkkstiqjh 'kSyh dh 
isafVaXl dh ;g ijaijk yqIr gksrh xbZZ] ;)fi tc xkao esa feVV~h ds ?kj gksrs Fks] rc 
fo'ks"k voljksa ij xzkeh.k efgyk,a }kjk feVV~h dh nhokjksa ij dh xbZZ dykdkjh ,oa 
dksgcj jpus dh çfd;k esa fu/kkfjr LFkkuksa ij [kM+h nhoky ij dyk dh ;g ijaijk 

fojklr

Hkkstiqjh 'kSyh 
dh isafVaXl esa gS 
LFkkuh; dyk dh 

lksa/kh egd
iSny vkSj ?kqM+lokj lsukfuvksa dk ekxZ gksus dh otg ls Hkkstiqj 
{ks= dh dyk,a vkSj Kku ds dsaæ mtM+rs pys x,A ij mEehn 
dh tk ldrh gS fd Hkkstiqj dsoy ;q) dyk vkSj lkekftd 
lkfgfR;d fpardksa ds fy, gh ugha cfYd feV~Vh dh nhokjksa ds 
dksgcj] Hkkstiqjh 'kSyh dh isafVaaXl vkSj vU; LFkkuh; dyk dh 

le`) ijEijk dks nqfu;k Hkj esa LFkkfir djsxk

ys[kd fganh lkfgR; esa cM+k uke gS tks fQygky tokgjyky usg: fo'ofo|ky; 
esa çksQslj gSaA bfrgkl esa budh xgjh fnypLih jgh gSA

nsosaæ pkScs

yksd lekt dh 
dyk gS] Hkkstiqjh 

isafVax

,d [kkl ckrphr 
pfpZr Hkkstiqjh dykdkj 
vuhrk ik.Ms; ds lkFk---
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vuhrk th] Hkkstiqjh isafVax esa fnypLih dSls cuh\
fp=dyk esa fnypLih cpiu ls gh FkhA xk¡o esa nhokjksa ij vkSj 'kknh C;kg ds le; 
xk¡o dh efgykvksa }kjk dh tkusokyh fp=dkjh ns[krh FkhA ogha ckr eu esa ?kj dj xbZA 
vkt mls gh th jgh gw¡A

D;k Hkkstiqjh isafVax dks vU; dykvksa dh rjg ugh ns[kk tk ldrk\
ugh] ;g ,d vyx rjg dh yksd dyk gSA tSlk eSaus crk;k fd Hkkstiqj ds xzkeh.k 
{ks=ksa esa 'kknh C;kg ds le; xk¡o dh efgykvksa }kjk ?kj&?kj esa dksgcj esa dh tkusokyh 
fp=dkjh ns[krh FkhA vc blh dyk dks ge lc vk/kqfud :i esa duokl ij mdsjrs 
gSA blh çdkj] Hkkstiqj {ks= esa cgus ,d ozr j[krh gSihfM+;k¡vius HkkbZ ds fy,A bl 
nkSjku Hkh os nhokjksa ij vk—fr;k¡ curh gSa tks xks/ku ds ckn ,d ekg rd nhokjksa ij 
mifLFkr jgrk gSA vki dg ldrs gS fd ;g dyk xzkeh.k laL—fr esa ekuo eu vkSj 
mldh lH;rk dh ,d ;k=k Hkh gSA

vkids lkFkh dykdkj dkSu gS] tks bl dyk ls tqM+s gq, gS\
dbZ gS tks bl dyk fd nqfu;k dks fu[kkj jgs gSA Hkqous'oj HkkLdj] jkS'ku iqiqy] latho 
flUgk] dkS'kysUæ ik.Ms;] dqanu th vkfn lcus egRoiw.kZ dk;Z fd;k gSaA buls Hkkstiqjh 
isafVax le`) gqbZ gSA

Hkkstiqjh isafVax dk Hkfo"; dSlk fn[k jgk gS\
vkfFkZd –f"V ls ;fn viokn NksM+ nsa rks dyk dh nqfu;k dHkh Hkh ladVksa ls eqä ugha gqbZ 
gSA [kkldj] yksddyk,a ges'kk lg;ksx vkSj leFkZu ls gh fodflr gqbZ gSA ljdkj dks 
Hkh pkfg, fd egkuxjksa vkSj cM+s 'kgjksa ds lkFk lkFk dyk ds ,sls Ldwy lacaf/kr {ks= esa 
[kksys vkSj isafVax dh fcØh dh Hkh O;oLFkk djok,aA
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fiNyh lnh esa cgqrk;r Fkh ij vHkh Hkh dgha & dgha ns[kus dks fey 
tkrh gSA gky ds o"kksZa esa vfurk ikaMs;] jkS'ku jk; vkfn Hkkstiqjh dyk 
esa dqN u;k tksM+us dk dk;Z dj jgs gSaA budh dyk—fr;ka Hkh mR—"V 
gSaA njvly] dyk dh nqfu;k ds cuus vkSj [kRe gksus dh dbZ dgkfu;ka 
gksrh gSA ij] yksddykvksa ds mn; vkSj [kRe gksus dh lkoZtfud çfd;k,a 
vyx gksrh gSaA vkJ; nsusokys dykçseh lekt dk gj le; ladV esa 
tku jguk rks ,d dkj.k gS gh] bldh dqN HkkSxksfyd] jktuhfrd vkSj 
,sfrgkfld otgsa Hkh gksrh gSaA cDlj {ks= esa budk ,d dkj.k gS] bl {ks= 
dk cM+s&cM+s ;q) dk ekxZ gksukA iSny vkSj ?kqM+lokj lsukvksa lfgr lezkVksa 
ds vkus tkus ls bl {ks= dh dbZ dyk,a] bekjrsa vkSj Kku ds dsaæ mtM+rs                                                  
x, vkSj dyk ls tqM+h phtsa u"V gksrh xbZaA 'kk;n blfy, bl {ks= esa yacs 
le; rd dyk dk lkewfgd fodkl ugha gks ik;kA dykdkjksa dks cSBdj 
dk;Z djus dk dHkh LFkkbZ volj feyk gh ughA bl {ks= dh ;k=k ds nkSjku 
,sls dbZ vuqHko gq,A ij ;g ns[kdj vPNk yxk fd Hkkstiqj dk ;g {ks= 
flQZ daqoj flag] vej flag vkfn tSls ;ks)k vkSj f'koiwtu lgk; tSls 
lkekftd lkfgfR;d fpard gh ugha iSnk djrk jgk gS] cfYd dbZ rjg dh 
dykvksa dk Hkh ;g {ks= ,d cM+k dsaæ jgk gSA vfurk ikaMs;] jkS'ku jk;] 
vfurk dqekjh vkfn dykdkjksa us gky ds o"kksZa esa Hkkstiqjh dyk ds fodkl 
esa egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku fn;k gS rFkk dyk dh ckjhfd;ksa dks u, fljs ls idM+k 
gSA bu dykdkjksa ds fy, ge lc dh 'kqHkdkeuk,a fd Hkkstiqj dk ;g {ks= 
viuh dyk dh le) ijEijk ds fy, Hkh iwjh nqfu;k esa tkuk tk,A 



LOBBYING FETCHES 

OSCARS
Half the world watches the Academy Awards ceremony every year with bated 

breath to see acting, directing, music-making, writing and technical expertise in 
cinema being recognised on the biggest stage. But those coveted statuettes are 

the culmination of six months of campaigning among the 8,000 voters with billions 
of dollars spent on lobbying, ads, parties, luncheons, dinners, screenings 

(Above and bottom right) Stills from 'All That Breathes', India's entry in the Best Documentary Feature category

BY 
BRAHMANAND S. SIINGH

The writer is a National Award-winning filmmaker and a 
REX-Karmaveer Chakra Awardee (a UN-driven international 
award for bringing about positivity in people’s mindsets). He is 
known for award-winning features and feature-documentaries 
on R.D. Burman, Jagjit Singh, human trafficking, child labour, 
educational excellence, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and several 
other sensitive subjects.
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nce again, on Sunday, March 
12, 2023, Dolby  Theatres 
on Hollywood Boulevard, 
LA, will  be at its sparkling 
best—the biggest of stars, 

the most powerful of producers, the 
legends and the very best from the 
fraternity—a glittery, glamorous 
evening of celebrating an art form, 
the prince of all awards, something 
magical, something worth aspiring 
for. And so, all of them will stay in 
suspense, after a six-month relentless 
campaign, looking forward to the line 
… “and the Oscar goes to …!”

It’s the result of a collective 
spend of billions of dollars in the past 
six months by various studios with 
films in the running. In 2023, amidst 
the extravaganza and showbiz, India 
has a quiet but emphatic stake in the 
most celebrated entertainment 
awards event in the world.

Not just one, but 
three significant movies are 
competing. RRR (Golden Globes 
for Best Song for “Naatu Naatu” 
for M.M. Keeravani and for director 
S.S. Rajamouli already under its 
belt) competes against four other 
nominated songs—“Applause” from 
Tell It Like A Woman, Lady Gaga’s “Hold 
My Hand” from Top Gun: Maverick, 
Rihanna’s “Lift Me Up” from Black 
Panther: Wakanda Forever and “This Is 
A Life” from Everything Everywhere All 
At Once (with a notable omission being 
Taylor Swift’s “Carolina” from Where 
The Crawdads Sing).

However, much more 
remarkable are the nominations 
for All That Breathes (Shaunak Sen, 
Best Documentary Feature) and The 
Elephant Whisperers (Kartiki Gonsalves, 
with producers Guneet Monga, Doug 
Bush, Achin Jain, Best Documentary 
Short). Both these films focus on 
environment and wildlife, are well-
shot and well-made and resonate 
greatly at the levels of concern and 
human emotions. And are the only 
films with an environment axis in their 
categories.

Business impact of Oscar wins

In November 2008, I was with Danny 
Boyle at a film festival in New York, 
where my film, Pancham Unmixed, on 
R.D. Burman, was playing too. Danny’s 
Slumdog Millionaire was the centrepiece 
of the festival and I remember him 
talking to me at the after party and 
checking out the scope and prospects 
of its India release. He seemed excited

O

n 1930, at the very second Academy 
Awards, Mary Pickford won for her 

first-ever talkie, Coquette, in the Best 
Actress category by campaigning for 
it. Very few had expected her to win, 
and ever since it has become a game of communication, 
relationship, storytelling and positioning. Ninety-three years 
ago, she had strategically invited the judges over for tea at her 
stately home, Pickfair, which was considered to be the centre                                                        
of Hollywood social life. Today, of course, the same game is  
      played a million-plus times at an exponential scale.

And all 

because 

of Mary 

Pickford...

but modest in his expectations. I 
next met him in March or April just 
after the 2009 Oscars in Mumbai at 
a masterclass organised by Anurag 
Kashyap. Now he was ‘the Danny Boyle’ 
of eight Oscars (and multiple Golden 
Globes and many other awards)! The 
film’s business and standing, as they 
say, is history—made at $15 million, 
it whipped up $383 million worldwide! 
So Oscars are not just prestigious, 
they also bolster hugely the business 
prospects of the film at all levels 
conceivable! 

However, the Academy Awards 
don’t come easy! There’s a science and 
an  art to it—of relentless campaigning 
and positioning amidst the 8,000-odd 
voters, whose eyeballs, imagination, 
aesthetics and value systems you 
have to smartly and strategically grab, 
cut through the crowd and stand out. 
And sure enough, it costs a fortune. 
Sometimes, as much as $20-30 
million! On a regular basis, anywhere 
from a few millions to $10 million for 
even an average but well-designed 
campaign.

In 2019, passing through 
several US cities, I was shocked to 
see the skylines of the biggest cities:  
Roma and A Star is Born dominated the 
billboard space, easily six times the 
size of regular hoardings.
 There’s something delightful 
about the Oscars. They can be fanciful 

and exhausting, and sometimes seem 
like a giant wastage of time and money.
But it’s interesting to see people. 
discussing and betting on the films 
around  the  world  almost  like  stocks  and 
almost as if it were their own films! 

Yet, winning an Oscar doesn’t 
always mean you have made the 
best film actually. It means you have 
reached out and positioned your 
film to the thousands of Academy 
voters, spending a lot of money and 
time, convincing them to vote for  

Relentless 
campaigning 

and positioning 
amidst the 8,000-

odd voters, 
whose eyeballs, 

imagination, 
aesthetics and 

value systems you 
have to smartly and 
strategically grab, 

costs a fortune. 
Sometimes 

$20-30 million! 

I
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(Above and below) Stills from 'The Elephant Whisperers', competing in the Best Documentary Short category

your film and not someone else’s.

What goes behind  campaigning

Marketing campaigns for the Oscars 
usually start around the first major film 
festival of the year in May at the Mecca 
of all festivals—Cannes—followed by 
the major international film festivals of 
Venice, Toronto, Rotterdam, Sundance, 
Berlinale et al.  Oscar campaigning  in 
LA starts almost six months before 
the Awards and typically involve a lot 
of lobbying, ads, parties, luncheons, 
dinners, screenings, and so on.

Oscar  campaigning is a 
wonderful example of extensive 
narrative marketing. Creating 
meaningful and impact-driven

(Rajamouli and his father, K.V.  
Vijayendra Prasad), Lead Actor (for 
both Junior NTR and Ram Charan),  
Supporting Actor (Ajay Devgn),  
Supporting Actress (Alia Bhatt)—is still 
going strong and aggressive with many  
of them still campaigning to get the 
Best Original Song award for “Naatu 
Naatu” at, reportedly, $10 million. 

Guneet Monga and her 
associates or Shaunak Sen, with support 
from Netflix and HBO, respectively, 
may not have the same luxury due to 
their films being documentaries but it’s 
a matter of great pride for India to have 
them on a road with less competition. 
The important part is that they are all 
there in LA, in the thick of things, 

conversations between the academy 
voters and directors and other cast 
members is crucial for any Oscar 
campaign strategy.

Outsiders like Korean cinema 
and Chinese productions understood 
and exploited the advantage with  
films like Parasite and Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon. Indian nominees are 
sort of waking up to it, even though 
they are still miles away from the 
spending muscle power of the studios 
they compete with.

RRR, even if it missed the 
nomination they aimed for (Best 
Picture) which they did with 
awhole jing-bang in LA—Director 
(S.S.Rajamouli), Original Screenplay 
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''Naatu Naatu'' from 'RRR' which has already won a Golden Globe is vying for Best Original Song at, reportedly, $10 million 

perhaps with smaller budgets but 
very active team spirit and experience. 
Guneet, already a veteran at Oscars 
with earlier forays with Kavi (2010, 
producer of this short film, nominated 
for Best Short Film (Live Action); Vetri 
Maaran’s Visarnai (feature in 2016); 
Period. End of Sentence (2019, winner 
of Best Documentary) is there, making 
her presence count for sure. 

These upbeat and positive 
producers and teams of Indian entries 
are beginning to crack the basic code 
of good campaigning, it seems. Firstly, 
they have understod that these are 
awards in America so you need an 
American distributor who knows how 
to navigate that space. Sony Pictures, 
Focus Features, Fox, Lion’s Gate and 
the like are known and respected 
names and have the stamp of approval 
from the voters and help draw the 
latter’s attention. Lagaan had Sony 
Pictures and fared marvellously. India 
lost a good chance with Lunchbox,  also 
being distributed by Sony Pictures, but 
it wasn’t an official entry from India.

Late entries have been another 
drawback, which they are rectifying. 

Many countries send 
entries in August/
September, India 

sometimes as late as

Indians may say we score low on Oscars because we make films for 
a different market, there’s too much lobbying or that it costs filthy 
amounts to compete. But with smaller films and documentaries in 

the run, the process has started already for bigger things.

each bagged eight Oscars (and 
individual winners Bhanu Atthaiya, 
Resul Pookutty, Gulzar and
A.R. Rahman have done us all proud) 
—only three films have made it to 
the final nominations: Mother India 
(1957), Salaam Bombay (1988), and 
Lagaan (2001). So, 94 years and not a 
single Oscar for an Indian film. Shekhar 
Kapur’s Elizabeth won but was not an 
Indian film. The film by him which could 
have been a contender, Bandit Queen, 
didn’t find its way to official entry from 
India. The Academy, though, awarded 
Satyajit Ray an honorary Oscar in 1992, 
which was sent to a hospital in Kolkata 
where he was then admitted.

 We may say we score low on 
Oscars because we make films for a 
different market, there’s too much 
lobbying which is never our cup of tea or 
that it costs filthy amounts to promote 
and compete. And so on. But with 
smaller films and documentaries in the 
run, the process has started already for 
better and bigger things to come. And 
with it, our interest even in the other 
films remains prominent. Which is why 
on March 12, at 6.30 am IST, it will be 
important for us to wait with bated 
breath to find out which films have 
won and later or earlier, watch them 
with excitement and learning.

November, so you are giving your 
film less of a fight. And, of course, 
the all-important act of selecting and 
hiring a good PR agency well in time 
before they close their clientele. Good, 
authentic and reputed PR agencies 
design and promote the experience of 
your film, inviting them into your world, 
beyond what Bong Joon-ho describes 
as the one-inch barrier of subtitles, 
which all foreign country films (read, 
non-American) face. Stylishly and 
elegantly, they target Oscar voters 
with ads, mailers, screeners, events, 
and a lot more. They help you figure 
out a compelling narrative around the 
film, and then get people to buy into 
it. Crafting that narrative that is both 
the movie and beyond the movie is a 
huge part of the conversation—how 
you market the film, who goes to see 
the film, how they in turn talk about 
it—at dinners, breakfasts, luncheons, 
teas and cocktail receptions hosted by 
celebrities, producers and influencers.

Why Indian nominations are so few

In the main categories, if we leave aside 
Gandhi (1982) and Slumdog Millionaire 
(2008), since both films, though set in 
India with a majorly Indian cast, were 
not directed by an Indian—though
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BOOK NOOK

Never having been a formal student of economics, I 
approached this book with a degree of trepidation—
but from the foreword itself it became clear that 

Desai’s purpose is not to show off his knowledge of economics 
but to engage with the general reader about the essentials of 
economic theory and the evolution of the subject from the 
time of Adam Smith to the present. He covers a long span—
starting with Adam Smith’s Inquiry, and goes on to discuss 
the economy of redistribution as well as the imperative 
of focusing on lives and livelihoods especially in the post-
pandemic world, for the resource-poor suffered much more 
than those who were privileged to fall back on their savings, 
and more importantly, the network of institutional support. 

For Desai, the patron saint of economic theory, Adam 
Smith’s first book The Theory of Moral Sentiments, which ran 
into five editions, is actually the precursor to his famous book, 
An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations 
(WN). The core argument of this treatise is that “the wealth 
of nations is not in its treasure of gold and silver, but in the 
productivity of its labour.” This value was to be measured “by 
the amount of the worker’s time contained in the product”. 
He argued in favour of free trade as he felt that it “would 
enhance productivity as well as revenue which would enhance 
the incomes of labouring people rather than the monarch’s 
coffers”.

However, after Smith wrote his magnum opus in 1776, the 
world and especially England was shaken by two cataclysmic 
events: the American War of Independence (1775-83) and the 
French Revolution (1789) which changed the style, content 
and context of political economy. When Malthus wrote An 

Meghnad Desai’s new book, which takes even those 
uninitiated in economics through the puzzles and 

wonderment of the subject and its evolution, emphasises the 
importance of redistribution of wealth

The Poverty of Political 
Economy: How Economics 
Abandoned the Poor
Meghnad Desai
HarperCollins India
`598 / 286 pages

The reviewer is a historian, public policy analyst, and 
Festival Director at the Valley of Words, Dehradun. Until 
recently, he was the Director of the Lal Bahadur Shastri 
National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie.

BY
DR SANJEEV CHOPRA

WEALTH:
WHITHER IT
MUST GO
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Essay on the Principle of Population, he also implied that unless 
workers were kept at subsistence level, their numbers would 
grow to unmanageable proportions and this helped the 
Ricardian notion of the “iron law of wages”. As Desai puts 
it, “Malthus provided the crucial link between wage levels 
and population levels among the labouring classes which 
fastened the lock on any prospect of improvement in the lives 
of the majority.” 

In sharp contrast to Smith, who called his work Inquiry, 
Ricardo elevated the status of his writing to Principles—which 
implied that he was quite certain of his assertions. According 
to him, “the produce of the earth—all that is derived from its 
surface by the united application of labour, machinery and 
capital is divided among the three classes of the community; 
namely, the proprietor of land, the owner of the stock or 
capital necessary for its cultivation and the labourers by whose 
industry it is cultivated … the proportions of the produce will be 
allotted under the names of rent, profit and wages.” Ricardians 
regarded these principles to be the laws of nature, rather than 
of society. He also  postulated a connection between paper 
currency and inflation, and linked paper to gold reserves.

In 1848 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels wrote The Communist 
Manifesto and challenged the Ricardian thesis about society and 
polity. According to them, “the mode of production of material 
life conditions the general process of social, political and 
intellectual life”. The second half of the 19th century witnessed 
both industrial and political revolutions in Europe and America. 
The demands for adult suffrage—at least for all able-bodied 
males—gathered steam, and set the stage for women seeking 

UNDP focus has been on the 
coefficient of distribution of 

personal incomes rather than the 
overall GDP of a nation. Desai, 
an unabashed acolyte of Pigou, 

calls him the (first)
green economist.

political equality as well. By 1911, the supremacy of the House 
of Commons over the House of Lords was established for all 
time to come.

By the early 20th century Alfred and Mary Marshall wrote 
The Economics of Industry and later The Principles of Economics 
which became the universal textbook for economics all 
over the globe. Marshallian economics brought economics 
back to the ordinary behaviour of people in their day to day 
transactions of buying, selling, saving and earning. This also 
led to the establishment of a global corps of economists 
who spoke the “same language” and used the same 
analytical tools to understand the puzzles and wonderment 
of economics. These new economic mandarins joined the 
civil services, finance departments, and later multilateral 
organisations.

Marshall was succeeded in his Cambridge chair of 
economics by Arthur Cecil Pigou, who was just 31 at the 
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The World Bank: Anti-poverty programmes that focus on redistribution
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series data for the aggregate economy. He showed that the 
Keynesian consumption function did not correspond with 
the family budget data, and postulated his own permanent 
income hypothesis, according to which the spending decision 
of families was based not just on current incomes but on a 
sort of average of past, current and expected incomes. 

The next major milestone in global economics was the 
abandonment of the Gold Standard for good by President 
Nixon on August 15, 1971. Till this announcement, the US 
dollar was sticking to the Bretton Woods proclamation of 
Roosevelt by which the price of an ounce of gold was fixed 
at $35. Realisation dawned that the real value of a currency 
was actually a function of the national monetary authority! 
Two years later, the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) delivered a shock by quadrupling the price 
of oil from $3 to $12. This, coupled with space travel and 
satellite communication, led to the shift of manufacturing 
from Europe and the US to Asia: South Korea, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Singapore. Meanwhile, the Soviet system 
collapsed, and the World Bank began to frame anti-poverty 
programmes with a clear focus on redistribution. In 2008, 
Wall Street crashed and in 2020 the Covid pandemic hit the 
world, thereby impacting the ability of nation states and their 
constituent units to respond to the health and food security 
needs of their citizens.

The pandemic has taught all of us that lives and livelihoods 
have to be the central concerns of all political economy 
debates. Desai puts this across in absolutely readable, nay, 
enjoyable text which I strongly recommend to all those 
interested in understanding the “wheels within wheels” of 
governance and polity.  

Friedman postulated his own 
permanent income hypothesis: 
that the spending decision of 

families was based not just on 
current incomes but on a sort 

of average of past, current and 
expected incomes.

time of his appointment. Pigou published Wealth and Welfare 
in which he argued that the principal concern in economics 
should be about the redistribution of wealth from the rich to 
the poor. In fact, from the first UNDP report, the focus has 
been on the coefficient of distribution of personal incomes 
rather than the overall GDP of a nation. Desai is an unabashed 
acolyte of Pigou, and calls him the (first) green economist.

However, Pigou’s thunder was stolen by John Maynard 
Keynes, who launched his version of New Economics in 1936. 
Keynes pioneered the introduction of uncertainty and the 
role of expectations in macro economics. Although the idea 
of expectations had first been raised by Gunnar Myrdal in 
Money Equilibrium in 1933, the English version of this work 
was published only in 1939. Keynes argued that consumption 
was a better index than savings, and the marginal propensity 
to consume (MPC)  was made a central part of the model. 

But the consumption theory was challenged by Milton 
Friedman who wrote A Theory of Consumption Function, based 
on the statistical data of family budget surveys and the time 

BOOK NOOK

Milton Friedman: Questioning the consumption theory
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J. Nandakumar’s book propounds that Indian civilisation 
proffers a more apt philosophy and approach for 

integration of minorities than the Western concept of 
multiculturalism, which emphasises differences more 

than similarities

Struggle for National Selfhood: 
Past, Present and Future
J. Nandakumar
Indus Scrolls Press
`1,200 / 450 pages

J. Nandakumar has penned a history of the rise and fall 
of ‘selfhood’ in India, particularly since colonial times. 
He argues that the concept of swa (selfhood) actually 

represents the essence of Indian nationhood and variously 
refers to the ‘core Hindu values’ or ‘Dharma consciousness’ 
or ‘desire to protect the Dharma’. Swa manifests in all facets 
of Bharatiya culture, including rituals, music, ceremonies, 
literature, theatre, industry and religion. Real freedom exceeds 
the political authority and, in fact, underlies the revival of all 
aspects of Bharatiya culture. Nandakumar dwells in great 
detail on how these indigenous values have been sidelined and 
offers a roadmap for their resurrection/revival in the book’s 
18 chapters on the basis of in-depth and nuanced empirical 
research done over years.

He argues that mainstream historians have purposely 
underplayed the exemplary bravery of several Hindu rulers 
and related forces — including tribal society, people and 
indigenous cultures — who offered stiff resistance to the 
alien European powers since the 18th century. Chapter 2 
has a descriptive account of such bravehearts from South 
India as the Kallars, the Marudhu Pandiyar brothers, Dheeran 
Chinnamalai, Rani Chennamma, Sangolli Rayanna and Velu 
Thampi, who took on the might of the British Empire in the 
19th century. Similarly, Chapter 3 chronicles a number of 
armed rebellions against British rule by various native princes 
and communities such as the Raja of Vizianagaram and the 
Santhals, Ramoshis, Pagalpathis, Khasis, Poligars and Bhils. 
All these uprisings too must be extolled as freedom struggles, 
propounds Nandakumar. The author calls for revising 

BOOK NOOK

The reviewer is a reputed researcher in international 
relations and a political scientist. He is currently associated 
with the Indira Gandhi National Open University.

BY
DR MAHEEP

SWA
INDIAN NATIONHOOD

AS THE CORE OF
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The author chronicles a number of 
armed rebellions against British 

rule by various native princes and 
communities. All these uprisings 
too must be extolled as freedom 

struggles, he says.
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conventional wisdom and acknowledging what are labelled as 
“rebellions against the British Empire since 1857” as freedom 
struggles. In Chapter 4, he refers to 1857 as the first instance 
of pan-India resistance against British rule.

Nandakumar has reiterated brilliantly that the moral or 
intellectual inspiration and courage behind India’s freedom 
movement stemmed not from a limited desire for change 
of government but in order to reclaim what Sri Aurobindo 
called the ‘national religion’. He writes extensively about 
the convergence of patriotism and religion among the 
militant nationalists, referring to Swami Vivekananda, Lala 
Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal and Sri Aurobindo. He has also 
substantiated through hermeneutical study how the Bhagavad 
Gita was reinterpreted by revolutionaries as a gospel for 
armed revolution. Nandakumar also obliquely refers to the 
respect Lajpat Rai had for the contributions of V.D. Savarkar 
whom he considered in the same league as Aurobindo and Har 
Dayal regarding purity of life. Most importantly, Nandakumar 
sees the commentaries on the Gita of C. Rajagopalachari, K.M. 
Munshi and S. Radhakrishnan as comprising a blueprint for 
national reconstruction with their emphasis on Dharma.

The book offers a bird’s eye view of the freedom movement 
from this perspective. While the early Congress and even 
Gandhi and Subhas Bose worked to strengthen national unity 
or even the idea of swa, this book argues that the Muslim 
League and the Communists through their policies and 
practices actually worked to the contrary, leading eventually 
to the Partition. A long chapter deals with the contribution of 
Indians settled abroad to the freedom struggle, from Lala Har 
Dayal to the Ghadar Party to Shyamji Krishna Varma. Another 
chapter portrays rather obscure freedom fighters since the 
19th century, largely based on the list currently being prepared 
by the Government of India’s Unsung Heroes project during 
the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.

Nandakumar goes on to highlight the idea of selfhood 
from several other vantage points. He points out that British 
rule handicapped and rusted the idea of Indian selfhood by 
uprooting our indigenous education system. He claims that 
India had a universal and affordable education system before 
the British replaced it (Macaulay’s charter) with one that only 
produced self-loathing loyalists (who were more British than 
Indian) who then led Indian society. This self-destructing and 
devalued education system continued to thrive in independent 
India, laments Nandakumar. The recently announced National 
Education Policy aims at fundamental changes which will 
hopefully establish an education system based on Indian and 
universal values such as truth, righteous conduct, love, peace, 
scientific temper and life skills.

In this context, the author offers a convincing and concise 
account of the consistent political, economic and cultural 
exploitation of India by the British, beginning with racism, 
drain of wealth and annihilation of indigenous handicrafts and 

traditional Indian cultural institutions and values, leading to 
discriminatory policies against Indian entrepreneurs.

Nevertheless, a few exceptionally talented Indian scientists 
such as P.C. Ray, J.C. Bose, Meghnad Saha and C.V. Raman 
achieved major scientific breakthroughs with limited resources 
even though some of them criticised the Nehru government’s 
policies on science administration for discouraging outstanding 
individual talent.

Cinema was another area of endeavour where the concept 
of selfhood was initially encouraged but later reduced to a 
mockery. Doyens of Indian cinema such as Dada Saheb Phalke 
often drew immensely from Hindu epics and myths. But later 
filmmakers, inspired by Communist ideologies, displayed 
utter disregard for Hindu culture and traditions. The author, 
an eminent scholar, voracious reader and pioneer researcher 
himself, strongly criticises mainstream Bollywood cinema as a 
hub of disdain for Hindu gods and Hindu way of life. However, 
he heaps praise on recent films such as The Kashmir Files and 
Kantara, a Kannada action thriller, for eulogising traditional 
Indian culture, tradition and values. In a brief chapter on 
nationalist art, he puts forth his argument about how India’s 
indigenous art and culture silently instil positive values among 
the masses.

In a chapter titled “Myths, Lies and Propaganda”, 
Nandakumar lambasts “Left and Nehruvian” historians 
for deliberately underplaying and even erasing traces of 
the glorious Indian cultural past from school, college and 
university curricula and for unfairly vilifying Savarkar, whom 

Meghnad Saha and (right) C.V. Raman: Major achievements with limited resources 
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even states that Sardar Patel would have been a better prime 
minister than Nehru as he was a more astute and practical 
political leader. He also believes that Indian civilisation offers a 
better philosophy and more pragmatic approach for integration 
of minorities than the Western concept of multiculturalism, 
which emphasises differences rather more than similarities. 
With this, he juxtaposes how Hindutva philosophy underlines 
similarities among communities rather than their differences 
— thus proffering a better prospect for national integration. 
Finally, he calls for an Indian paradigm, as the longest 
surviving civilisation, as a durable solution to global challenges 
of poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition and for agricultural and 
industrial development.

In conclusion, the author clearly prescribes the centuries-old 
traditional value system of Indian civilisation, that underlines 
essential commonalities among people, as a holistic solution 
to redress pressing national and global challenges. The 
book merits wide circulation as a compact, new contribution 
revisiting thorny historical and political debates about India’s 
past, present and future.  

even legendary nationalist and Communist leaders such as 
Gandhi and E.M.S. Namboodiripad praised in their respective 
accounts of the freedom struggle. In yet another chapter, the 
author critically analyses  Nehru’s style of functioning and 
his policies, while acknowledging his contribution to the non-
aligned movement (NAM).

Interestingly, Nandakumar eruditely argues that those 
charged with reorganising Bharat had little confidence in its 
indigenous value system; and state building was done on 
the premise of borrowed Western values. In this context, he 

Nandakumar calls for an 
Indian paradigm, as the 

longest surviving civilisation, 
as a durable solution to global 
challenges of poverty, illiteracy 

and malnutrition.

‘Kantara’, a Kannada action thriller,  eulogises Indian culture, tradition and values 
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Ùkhlx<+ ds jktuanxk¡o dh vkHkk]  
fouksn dqekj 'kqDy] vkt fo'o dh 
vkHkk gSaA eSa dqN o"kZ NÙkhlx<+ jg 

vkbZ gw¡& ljyrk ogk¡ ds yksxksa dk xguk gSA eSa 
'kqDy dh le> dh ljyrk le> jgh gw¡A tcfd  
'kqDy [k+qn dks] eqfäcks/k ds ys[kdh; dqVqac dk 
ekurs gSa] os vius ys[ku dks eqfäcks/k ls çHkkfor 
le>rs gSaA os xtkuu ek/ko eqfäcks/k lkfgR; 
lEeku ls iqjL—r Hkh gSaA exj esjs fy;s xtkuu 
ek/ko eqfäcks/k vkSj fouksn dqekj 'kqDy nksuksa esa 
,d varj rks gS] eqfäcks/k tSlh fDy"Vrk 'kqDy 
esa ugha gS] os ,dne ljy NÙkhlxf<+;k gSaA oSlk 
gh mudk ys[ku gSA 

86 o"khZ; 'kqDy 2 ekpZ] 2023 dks 
PEN&Nabokov Lifetime Achievement Award 
ls U;w;kdZ esa lEekfur fd;s tk;saxsA lkfgR; 
vdkneh iqjLdkj ls lEekfur 'kqDy vc nqfu;k 
Hkj esa rSjrk ,d uke gSaA eqfäcks/k ds ys[kdh; 
dqVqac dk ;'kLoh lnL; gSa] fouksn dqekj 'kqDyA 
,d ckj feyus ds ckn eqfäcks/k 'kqDy ls jkst 
feyuk pkgrs FksA tcfd 'kqDy vius lalkj dk 
foLrkj dj jgs FksA os fy[krs gSa fd

çR;sd O;fä dk 
thou ,d
fdrkc gS

fouksn 'kqDy

lkfgR; vdkneh ls iqjL—r fouksn dqekj 'kqDy nqfu;k Hkj esa rSjrk ,d uke igys ls 
gh jgk gSA vc 2023 dk PEN-Nabokov Lifetime Achievement Award ikdj oks 

vkSj Hkh vtj vej gks x,

ßçR;sd O;fä dk thou ,d fdrkc gSAÞ 
vkSj 

ßvPNs lkfgR; dk ,d ctV gj ifjokj esa 
gksuk pkfg,AÞ

;g ekuus okys 'kqDy] gj thou dks ,d 
vudgh vuqHkoksa dh nkLrku le>rs gSaA ftanxh 
ls t~;knk dfBu dqN ugha vkSj ftanxh ls t~;knk 
ljy dqN ughaA exj laosnuk ds fy, xgjh le>] 
tknw Hkjs ;FkkFkZ dh vfHkO;fä] vk'kk fujk'kk esa 
Mwcrk mrjkrk vkneh] 'kqDy dh jpukvksa dk ewy 
gSA ljyrk dh vfr'k;rk gS] ;g fy[kuk

ßtks esjs ?kj dHkh ugha vk;saxs eSa muls feyus]  
muds ikl pyk tkÅ¡xkAÞ

ßukSdj dh dehtÞ vkSj ßnhokj esa ,d f[kM+dh 
jgrh Fkh mudh çfrfuf/k jpuk;sa gSaA Hkkoksa dh rg 
rd tkuk vkSj fopkjksa ds vkj&ikj ns[kuk dksbZ 
'kqDy th ls lh[ksA os dgrs gSa]

ßvk¡[k can dj ysus ls] va/ks dh –f"V ugha 
ikbZa tk ldrhAÞ

D;k le> gS] bldk eeZ rks dksbZ vuqHkwfr 
dh xgjkbZ esa gh tkdj gh eglwl dj ldrk 
gSA lp gS]

ßvk¡[k ewandj ns[kuk va/ks dh rjg ns[kuk 
ugha gSAÞ

laosnuk dh dbZ ijrsa gSa] bl ys[ku esa] ftls 
vk¡[k ew¡ndj] fopkjksa esa Mwcdj gh le>k tk 
ldrk gSA xw¡xs dk xqM+ gS 'kqDy th dh vuqHkwfrA 
tks fcuk vk¡[k okyk le>rk gS] og vk¡[k okyk 
lksp Hkh ugha ldrkA os fy[krs gSa fd

ßvius ?kj dk irk iwaNus dks] iM+kslh dk 
njoktk [kV[kVkukÞ

;s rks ckuxh gSA vc rks eu Hkh ugha gS] fdlh 

N

ls mudh rqyuk Hkh djus dk] cl mudh iafä;k¡ 
;kn vkrh tk jgh gSA pfy,] muds ys[ku dk 
vkuan ysrs gSa] ftlds fy, os tkus tkrs gSaA mudks 
[k+seksa esa ugha ck¡Vrs ;kjksa& mudh —fr;ksa dk etk 
ysrs gSa] ftuds fy, os iqjL—r gSaA 

c/kkbZ fouksn dqekj 'kqDy] gesa varjjk"Vªh; 
Qyd ij ys tkus ds fy,A

lp gh rks gS] NÙkhlxf<+;k lcls cf<+;kA

Hkkoksa dh rg rd tkuk 
vkSj fopkjksa ds vkj&ikj 
ns[kuk dksbZ 'kqDy th ls 

lh[ksA 
os dgrs gSa]

Þvk¡[k can dj ysus ls] 
va/ks dh n‘f"V ugha ikbZa tk 

ldrhAÞ
D;k le> gS] bldk eeZ 

rks dksbZ vuqHkwfr dh xgjkbZ 
esa gh tkdj gh eglwl dj 

ldrk gSA lp gS]
Þvk¡[k ewandj ns[kuk va/ks 
dh rjg ns[kuk ugha gSAß
laosnuk dh dbZ ijrsa gSa] 

buds ys[ku esaA

www.pravasindians.com

lfjrk 'kkafMY;

ysf[kdk ,d tkus ekus fganh miU;kldkj gSa 
ftudh nks çfl) ladyu gS ,d Fkh oSnsgh vkSj 
vPNk fQj dHkhA mudh rhljh ladyu Fb ij 
feysaxs çsl esa Nius dks rS;kj gSA

O;fDro



OUR VILLAGE,

OUR LIFE
Nitin Joshi grew up in the bustle of Delhi. But his 
childhood was enlivened by visits to his birthplace, 
the family’s home in Chattou village in Chakrata, 
Uttarakhand. “We belong to the Jaunsar tribe which lives 
in Chakrata. I loved the freedom of exploration I had in 
the mountainous landscape,” he says. As he grew older, 
he became aware of the increasing migration to the plains 
for jobs, health facilities, education and the ease of urban 
life. Becoming a photographer allowed him to document 
traditional Jaunsari life before it is transformed forever.
His Instagram handle is @photography.nitinjoshi

BY
NITIN JOSHI

A child enters his house, made of deodar wood and flat stones from local stone mines. These traditional houses are quite earthquake-proof.

Ratan Dutt Uniyal mostly spends his time sitting by the window 

ART / PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY
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Sapna preparing a meal for the family who will return after completing daily chores. Above the chulha (stove) is a small opening in the roof called a ‘khatayi’ or ‘saindawa’

Teewdee Sharma leaving after eating in the Rahin Jimai tradition during the wedding of the eldest son of a family 
when all the women eat before the men   

An ancient wooden temple for fairies in Moila Danda, said to be home to fairies

Bhiro Devi posing for a portrait in her traditional everyday 
attire in the courtyard of her house 
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Four Jaunsari boys with their favourite toys: hoops made of discarded wire which they roll along and race one another

ART / PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY
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Sunday morning joy and abandonment as children play in the sunshine, enjoying the school holiday 

Shyam Singh and friend disappearing into the fog on a forest trail A lad has his picture taken at his family’s potato farm

Fun and dancing for Ramesh Joshi’s family in their home 
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THRILL 
ON THE 

EDGE
Toronto’s CN Tower is not just an iconic landmark, it also offers an 

extreme urban adventure. Yana Banerjee-Bey describes the 
experience of EdgeWalk, the world’s highest, full circle, hands-free 

walk on an outer ledge
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T he CN Tower  is  to  Toronto   
 what the twin Petronas Towers  
 are to Kuala Lumpur, the One 
World Trade Centre to New York, the 
Shard to London or the Burj Khalifa to 
Dubai. It is an instantly recognisable 
landmark associated with the city 
and a must-visit tourist destination. A 
striking piece of modern architecture, 
it rises like a needle above the jagged 
skyline of skyscrapers in downtown 
Toronto—a smooth, tapered cylinder 
which is at once futuristic and 
elegant. It dominates the skyline and 
is magnificently visible from afar, 
towering over the concrete and glass 
jungle, or glimpsed wondrously in a 
vacant sliver of horizon between two 
oblong buildings as you move about 
the city. At night it is lit up with slashes 
and planes of coloured light—not 
kitschily but dramatically. 
 As an adventure enthusiast, my 
fancy was sparked by the thought 
of doing EdgeWalk, an extreme 
urban adventure on the CN Tower—
conducted on a ledge high above the 
heart of the city. And, it turned out to 
be every bit as thrilling as promised. 
 The 553-metre communications 
and observation structure was the 
world’s tallest tower from 1976, the 
year it was built, to 2010, when its 
height was surpassed by the Burj 
Khalifa and Canton Tower. 
 It remains the world’s third 
highest tower and you get to walk on 
the ledge, 116 storeys above the city—
completely in the open. EdgeWalk, 
which has been in operation since 
2011, has a 100 percent safety record 
and is the world’s highest, full circle, 
hands-free walk on an outer ledge. 
 The ledge is five feet across, 
which does not seem very wide when 
you are 356 metres (1,168 feet) above 
the ground but it’s not fear-invokingly 
narrow either. It’s the feeling of being 
in sheer open space high above the city 
that intimidates some people. 
 On the day that I went for 
EdgeWalk, a woman who was part of 
an earlier session came down while I 
was awaiting my group’s turn and said 
she had turned back immediately after 
going out onto the ledge. “I said, this is 
it for me, it’s enough for me, I’m going 
back in, I’m not doing the entire walk,” 
she announced.
 If that makes you wonder 
whether you  would be able to do it, 
consider this encouraging statistic: of  
the 74,000 people who had completed 
EdgeWalk until that day (I don’t have ad

precise figure for how many have done 
it till date but it has reached more than 
double that and some more), only 40 
had turned back from the ledge. That 
count includes the lady in the group 
before us. 
 Those with heart conditions, 
high blood pressure or any balance 
impairment are advised to employ 
caution during the activity. However, 
they are not barred from it. Participants 
have to be at least 13 years old and 
there is no upper age limit. The oldest 
person to have done it was a 97-year-
old woman. 
 Everyone must pass a 
breathalyser test. I have done plenty 
of adventure activities—both soft 
adventure for tourists and hardcore 
stuff for adventure fanatics—and 
never been asked to undergo a 
breathalyser test. So I asked about it, 
amused. “Oh, we just want to make 
sure you’re not above the legal limit,” 
was the reply, with a reciprocal smile. 
 Each group consists of six 
participants plus the Walk Master. 
After leaving your bag and shoes in a 
locker (you are given the key to hang 
around your neck), you are kitted out in 
natty red overalls and sneakers. 
 Long hair should be secured with 
rubber bands (which will be supplied) 
and all hair clips and jewellery are 
removed as you will be exposed to 
wind and these items could fall off. 

Apart from the fact that you would lose 
them, even such tiny objects hurtling 
down from such a great height would 
gain momentum and could injure 
passers-by on the   street below the 
CN Tower. 
 Next you put on a harness with 
screw carabiners and go through two 
safety checks by staff. With tugs and 
pulls, they ensure the harness fits 
snugly and the locking mechanisms 
of both harness and carabiners are  
locked. 
 Then you head up from the 
EdgeWalk premises on the CN Tower’s 
ground floor to the control room on the 
ledge in a high-speed, glass-bottomed 
lift on the outside of the building—
watching the ground beneath and the 
side of the tower swoosh away under 
your feet. 
 At the exit onto the ledge, you 
pass through another safety check 
by a senior staffer and then your 
Walk Master clips you into the cables 
that secure you through pulleys to an 
overhead rail system running around 
the ledge. 
 One cable is simply a safety 
link from the overhead rail to the 
front of your harness. The other one, 
which runs through to the back of the 
harness, is equipped with a spring that 
works like a shock absorber in case you 
slip off the ledge. No one does slip off, 
though some youngsters step off for 
fun! 
 And then you walk out onto the 
ledge, looking out at the glorious view 
of Lake Ontario, the island airport in the 
lake, and the urban sprawl of Toronto 
surrounding the CN Tower. The Walk 
Master leads you not only along the 
ledge but also to its very rim. 
 You conquer any fear you might 
feel in small steps—one at a time, 
literally. You spread your arms wide 
and face outward and look down, 
then you lean back and look up at the 
SkyPod. The SkyPod is the Tower’s 
observation deck and hugely popular. 
The visitors there will look down on the 
EdgeWalkers on the ledge and wave at 
you. Wave back! 
 For ever afterwards, whether you 
are a visitor to Toronto or a resident of 
the city, whenever your eye catches the 
CN Tower, you will recall the experience 
of EdgeWalk and say, whether to 
others or to yourself, “Oh, there’s that 
ledge. I’ve walked on it.”          

The Walk 
Master leads 
you not only 

along the 
ledge but also 
to its very rim. 

You spread 
your arms 

wide and face 
outward and 

look down, 
then you lean 

back and 
look up.

(Book online at
www.cntower.ca/brave-the-edgewalk)
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