DIASPORA FASHION BOOK NOOK
AnIndian In An American School @ Saree Reigns Supreme | Protecting The Indian Elephant

Vol 01 | Issue 01 | January 2022 www. pravasindians.com

PRAVASI
INDIANS

———— The India Connection ——

Rs. 350/-

ECONOMIC REBOOT

Covid-impacted India back on a growth trail



UNDERSTANDING
GRYPTIG

cnusswnnns

. IIpﬁH
. i
S -
1"««.‘ '!“‘"C_.
| :

Learn to crack cryptic
crossword clues in 20 days

“The ook 15 a wonderful primer on solving cryplic
cresswords, This beook will Qo a great way in
oroadening children’'s pinds, improve ther lateral
thinking. all while enhanching thelr vocabulary.™

Venkalraghavan 5
Nufdewad Crmapend Chy

=
e ﬁ
R

- - b SRLGRARES AT R

Amazon o0 Flipkart

e FEREROVAEE ARTE TRl A B e

Eppp—
——rt e F - N E R TP S Rt




PRAVASI
INDIANS

The India Connection

JAN 2022, Volume - 1 o Issue - 1

EDITORIAL TEAM

Managing Editor
Parsa Venkateshwar Rao Jr.

Consulting Editor
Vishal Duggal

Consulting Creative Director
Md Moeen Aijaz

Editorial Advisor
Shashi K Jha

Sales & Marketing
Raju Sarin

Advisor (Content & Ideation)
Alok Srivastava
Madhu Sen

Editor (Arts)
Bipin Kumar

Chief, Administration
CK Singh

IT Team
Dr. Sudhansu Saurabh
Sarun Maurya

PUBLISHER AND CEO
Rashmi

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Dr Dhiraj K Singh

DIRECTOR-FINANCE
Anantakrishnan V

DIRECTOR-PUBLIC RELATIONS
Anand Manikutty

Head Office
M/s Template Media, #302,
2nd Floor, Yuvraj Sadan, B-537,
Vasant Kunj Enclave,
New Delhi-110070

Website
www.pravasindians.com

Published by
GRC India, F - 374-375,
Sector-63, Noida—201 301 (UP)

Printed at
Dharam Reprographics,
B-4, Basement, 16 Kundan
House, Nehru Place, New
Delhi-110019

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Introducing the
all-new avatar of
Namaste Bharat

ear Readers,
At the outset, let’s welcome New
Year 2022 with new hopes and
aspirations. We are indeed grateful to
you for your continuous support to Namaste
Bharat, which has been designed to serve you a
veritable feast of in-depth, informative and
thought-provoking stories month after month and
provide an overarching framework to govern the
relationship between India and its diaspora abroad.

We really appreciate your patronage ever
since the inception of the magazine, which has
now become a resonant voice of millions of Indian
immigrants living across the globe. Your keen
participation in our endeavour has encouraged us
to bring successive improvement in both content
and presentation of a wide gamut of issues that
strike a chord with the overseas Indians. As a
New Year surprise, you are getting this magazine
now under a new title Pravast Indians, which has
been approved by the Registrar of Newspapers
of India (RNI).

In this issue, our Food Columnists Amita Roy
and Anand Manikutty choose to delve into the
problem of information asymmetry related to
Indian culture including cuisine. They rue that
more often than not, discussions around India in
the Western media tend to be biased.

Continuing with his memoirs of more than 50
years in the United States, Mustafa Ahsan Siddiqui
recounts his schooling in Holy Cross High School,
River Grove, Illinois. It is an interesting account of
the academic and cultural surprises that await an
Indian boy in the 1970s America.

In Arts and Culture section, Malvika Kaul
interviews Achutan Ramachandran, renowned for
drawing myriad facets of Mahatma Gandhi, besides
his fondness for depicting the harmony of nature,
the lives, rituals and culture of the tribal community,
and his belief in the power of art.

Though Covid-19 has had a disastrous impact
on the lives in India and abroad, practitioners and
organisers of arts kept alive the hopes to overcome
pandemic blues through in-person exhibitions,
cultural events, and performances during 2021. Our
Photo Feature brilliantly depicts such expression
of resilience immortalised through various forms
of art.

In the current issue’s Cover Story, B Shekhar
takes stock of the state of Indian economy which is

now on the road to gradual recovery, with core

sectors back to their normal growth trajectory.
Another interesting story seeks to deal with the
intricacies of the surreal world of erypto currencies
which have caught the fancy of investors who want
to make a quick buck irrespective of legal
implications. The Economy section also carries
Shashi Kumar Jha's incisive analysis of the spurt
in black money and hawala activities despite the
implementation of GST and strict monitoring by
the government at almost every level.

On a lighter note, Harsha Bhargavi Pandiri
writes how saree, the six yards of elegance and
sensuality, has changed over centuries with the
influence of many cultural traditions making it
distinct and diverse.

In the Book Nook column, Dr Sanjeev Chopra
reviews Indian Forest Officer Sanjeev Kumar
Chadha’s ‘Jumbos on the Edge: The Future of
Elephant Conservation in India’ that makes an
impassioned plea for saving elephants from
extinction.

In the travel section, noted Hindi writer Isht
Deo Sankrityaayan recounts his visit to
Chittorgarh, an epitome of the chivalry and
historical grandeur and opulence of Rajasthan.

In Namaste Bharat’s new avatar, from
February 2022 onward, we are bringing to you a
dedicated section on lifestyle including food,
fashion, well-being, youth, interiors and travel. It
comes close on the heels of Ritu Agarwal, Ex
Editor India Today Travel Plus joining us to add to
our editorial acumen to articulate various issues
close to the heart of several million people of Indian
origins living abroad.

We look forward to your support for the
exciting new journey that Namaste Bharat has
embarked upon as Pravasi Indians!

@q.@.hf-ﬂ

CEO AND PUBLISHER

Warm regards,
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More often than
not, discussions
around Indian
culture in the
Western media
tend to be
biased

By Amita Roy & Anand Manikutty

n a previous column, we had mentioned “ghee”
as an example of a food that entered our diets
by a historical accident. Ghee is still extensively
used in Indian cooking, but given that we now
live in a modern consumer-oriented society,
there is no reason why we cannot change this eating
pattern, especially with all the new technologies that are
now on offer. It is part of the Idea Of America itself to
believe that the innovation we work on today will help
make a brighter future for us and our children in the
future. It is also an idea that animates this column.

We continue to discuss “ghee” in this column, and
argue that it is part of a behavioural pattern that we must
unlearn. But first, a note about the recipe for the series
comes from Awadh or the area around Lucknow in India.
It is called Musallam Raan and tastes quite delicious.

Back to discussing ghee. As discussed before, Ghee has
historically been considered one of the best cooking fats
in Indian cuisines for centuries. The reason for this, as we

THE PROBLEM OF
INFORMATION

ASYMMETRY

said, is historical. There have only been roughly a dozen
large mammals that have ever been domesticated. Among
the attributes that one looks for in a potentially
domesticable species are the following: size, temperament,
growth rate and diet. The cow was one of the larger animals
that could be domesticated in Eurasia, and indeed is the
one animal that meets all four criteria to the greatest
extent. It, therefore, acquired a certain status that other
animals did not.

This aspect of the nature of the adoption of the cow as
a religious icon and the subsequent adoption of milk
products has not been sufficiently appreciated within
political and learning organisations within India. The
advent of globalisation has made collective learning and
organisational learning particularly important. As the
Indian diaspora spreads across the world, it is important
to take into account their cultural backgrounds when
developing any learning solutions.

But still, notwithstanding cultural factors, while it
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A view of part of the city of Oudh by William Hodges (1744-1797)

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022




www.pravasindians.com

Picture of the Durbar of the Badshah of Oudh: three Europeans standing in front of a large crowd of people waiting to greet the king of Oudh.

seems clear why this ancient deference to the cow arose,
there is no reason why such deference should be further
preserved today in India’s special treatment of cattle of
the bovine persuasion being allowed to walk around on
Indian roads today. It is a sight virtually unique to India,
and not something to boast about. And with that out of
the way and in keeping with the theme of Awadh or Oudh,
here is a picture by the 18th century artist William Hodges
of a part of the city of Oudh.

In a paper published in the International Journal of
Learning and Change, Prof Manikutty writes: “The
steadily increasing degree of globalisation of enterprises
implies development of many skills, among which the
skills to learn are among the most important. Learning
takes place at the individual level, but collective learning
and organizational learning are also important. Learning
styles of individuals are different and learning styles are
affected by the cultural backgrounds of the learners.
Organisations need to create conditions for effective
learning at the individual, collective and organisational
levels.” As has been mentioned before, Indian-Americans,
Indian-Canadians and other hyphenated Indians have
begun to use their cultural background for the purposes
of entertainment, and certainly, what level of learning
individuals display should be seen as dependent on the
organisations from which they acquired their learning.
Thus, even if certain members of the Indian diaspora such
as Russell Peters and Lilly Singh have odd or confused
things to say about Indian culture, it is important that we
recognise the various biases with which they enter this
discourse.

The fact that a lot of the discussion around Indian
culture in the popular media is biased needs little

This aspect of the nature
of the adoption of the cow
as a religious icon and the

subsequent adoption of

milk products has not
been sufficiently
appreciated within India.

introduction. Why does this happen so much? One reason
for this is Eurocentrism. Let us look at an example. Why
are Lilly Singh and Russell Peters more or less given a free
pass if they say something wrong about an aspect of Indian
history or culture, but immediately caught out if they say
something wrong about European history or culture. (If
Peters were to wonder whether Rome was in Italy or
France, people would call him “stupid” or “dumb”. But he
seems to have very little knowledge about the geography
of India and that seems to matter very little.) Another
reason for this may be the nature of social media. It may
even be that Singh and Peters simply choose to essentially
engage in a sort of disingenuous way knowing fully well
that such an approach is likely to provoke more reactions
online and, thereby, make them better known. A third
reason may also be the state of schooling in their home
countries, viz., the United States and Canada. Indian-
Americans often use this as a defense of their own lack of
familiarity with Indian and other cultures and that is
understandable and forgivable. What is not condonable is
to use that as a basis for getting more “Likes or “Retweets.”

JANUARY 2022, PRAVASI INDIANS
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Map of Nepal
and Awadh/
Oudh

The fact that a lot of the discussion around Indian
culture in the popular media is biased needs little
introduction. Why does this happen so much? One
reason for this is Eurocentrism.

Given that the underlying population in question is
itself not very knowledgeable, and this would be a
global audience of Europeans, North Americans,
South Americans, Australians and so forth, the
wrong sorts of tweets get retweeted more and the
state of disinformation on the Internet only
increases. It is this dynamic that certain academics
such as Wendy Doniger also seem to exploit. When
they say something wrong about India, they simply
label it as “provocative thinking”. Well, provocative
arguments do have a place in society, but that should
be done with the idea that said provocateurs should
make themselves available for closer questioning. I

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022

have myself engaged with Prof Doniger and wanted
to bring up a step-by-step critique of her book which
claimed to undertake doing an all new history of the
Hindus as part of Pravasi Indian’s Panel Discussion
Series. However, Prof Doniger turned down our
request citing a reason that we, at Qwykr
Technologies, refuse to accept as valid. As a counter
response, I have used my good offices as the Editor
of Termite magazine to charge a ten thousand fee
payable by the University of Chicago or Wendy
Doniger personally for responding to any reviews of
the articles in our journal critiquing Wendy
Doniger’s work.
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Indian-Americans, Indian-
Canadians and other
hyphenated Indians have
begun to use their cultural
background for the purposes
of entertainment.

known as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh,
Oudh being the British Era spelling of the Indic word
“Awadh”. Okay, so back to our discussion. Here is
one more example of Eurocentrism in Social Media.
Lilly Singh in one of her videos makes certain
comments about “Indian weddings” which includes
her attempts at imitating or perhaps slightly mocking
a Punjabi accent. It is, of course, odd to hear Lilly
Singh characterise “Indian weddings” in this
particular way. One does not expect comedians to
imitate a German accent and say that this is what
one may expect to hear at a “European wedding”.
Similarly, one does not expect comedians to imitate
an Italian accent while making comments about
alcohol served at “European weddings”. Yet a certain
amount of essentialisation has occurred in the
blogosphere and the Internet about India. This has
led not only to such positives as a greater
understanding of Indian culture around the world,
but also such negatives as certain sorts of
stereotyping and negative characterisations and
misrepresentations of Indians as “cheap”, “ and even
“prone to rape”.The problem, from an economist’s
point of view, is the problem of Information
Asymmetry. With the introduction of that term out
of the way, let us segue to take a look at a rendering

Where does all this leave us? Most likely, it is a
combination of both lack of knowledge and
disingenuousness that causes much disinformation
to spread via Social Media (and the truth is that one
cannot hope to combat all of that with one panel
discussion, but such panel discussions which
employ innovative Artificial Intelligence technology
are a start). It is our hope that this column will help
reduce the disinformation on the matter of dieting,
especially as it applies to health issues such as
diabetes and obesity. With that out of the way, let

of the Durbar of the Badshah of Oudh.

Now, that is a scene that as beautiful as any you
are likely to see even in “Assassin’s Creed Chronicles:
India”, a beautifully recreated depiction of 19th
century British India. On that note, we conclude this
month’s column. We will come back with the recipe
for Awadh in the column for next month and continue
the discussion on Information Asymmetry as well. =

(Amita is a historian turned startup entrepreneur whose
specialisation is on Indian Royal families and their luxury
lifestyle. She is also a Research Fellow from Indian Council
of Historical Research under Government of India and also
an incubatee with IIM - Kashipur,)

us now view this beautiful map of the Awadh/
Lucknow region by Letts, Son and Co. Ltd. who have
published many other beautifully rendered maps of
areas around the world including cities such as
Berlin, Vienna, and Brussels.

As we can see, Awadh is a region in the Northern
part of India in what is now Uttar Pradesh. Before
independence, it was part of an administrative entity

(Anand is a strategic management expert, economic historian,
poet, Indologist, and a computer scientist. Currently, he is the
editor of Termite, the journal of the Epimetheus Society, Top
Society and a couple of other High IQ Societies.)
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HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL, RIVER GROVE, ILLINOIS

‘DO YOU

HAVE A

DIME ON YOU?’

The academic and cultural surprises that await an Indian boy

in the 1970s America

By Mustafa Ahsan Siddiqui

ince my parents were in Saudi Arabia and

education in English was not possible, my parents

sent me to school in America. I had an uncle in

Chicago and that’s where I landed in the United

States on a cold, snowy night on a Friday in
January 1974.

My uncle got me admitted to a private school at one of
the suburbs in Chicago. The school was Holy Cross High
School in River Grove, Illinois.

Saturday morning my uncle went through the clothes that
I got from Saudi Arabia and decided that they were not
appropriate for me to use in high school in the US. So, he took
me shopping to buy two sets of wool pants, two warm shirts,
a winter jacket, gloves, and a cap. The next day, on Sunday,
he drove me to show me where my new school was going to
be and told me that the next morning I would be on my own.
He showed me where the bus stopped and where it took me
to school and said this was a piece of cake, no problem, just
hop on the bus pay $0.25 and get off at the third stop. He said
the bus would go for 10 blocks West, turn South, go two blocks
turn West again and go four blocks and that’s where I get off.
Simple, right?

Wrong! Ten blocks? What are these blocks? Furthermore,
he said to be sure you take the westbound bus. West? Which
way is West?

Monday morning, I woke up bright and early, ate
breakfast prepared by my aunt, and went out on my
adventure. I was lucky I found where he showed me the bus
stop was and waited for 15 minutes, but no bus. It was cold
outside, snowing and I knew I was going to get late to school.
So, I started walking. I remembered watching English movies
where they showed that in America in order to get a ride you
show your thumb up. So, I started walking backward, still
headed towards the way to school. Nobody stopped to give
me aride. Ilooked up and saw the sun rising and felt confident
that I was still going in the right direction, in other words
going West. I also realised that after walking for so long the
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street would end and I would have to cross the street and
keep going again. Aha! So that’s what my uncle meant by
blocks so I started counting the blocks that I had walked so
far. Remembering the Indian map, I remembered Bombay
was West, Delhi was north, Hyderabad was South, I started
navigating myself based on my uncle’s directions and ended
up walking all the way to my school. This was a two-mile hike
that God only knows how long it took but I finally saw the
sign that said Holy Cross High School. Iwas wet, tired but I
got to my destination. I was directed to the principal’s office
who took me around, showed me the school, took me to the
bathroom to get my hair dried and my clothes dried by using
the hand dryer that happens to be in just about every
bathroom in America.

Thus started my education in America.

My school records from Hyderabad and the correspondent
courses that I took in Saudi Arabia were already sent to Holy
Cross High School in America. My new school decided that I
needed one more year of education at Holy Cross before
awarding me my High School Diploma. Since I joined in the
middle of their school year (in January), I was admitted into
11th grade with an understanding that I would complete my
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education the following January (1974) when my parents
were due to join me in America.

In my old school in Hyderabad, I had taken two years of
Biology, two years of Chemistry, and two years of Physics.
Since my parents were pushing me to be a doctor, I decided
to repeat these classes in my American School to make sure
I'was better prepared for college in America. To my surprise,
what I learned in two years in India, was finished in one,
four-month, semester at my American school!! The pace of
education was mind-boggling but seemed a lot easier because
alot of audio/visual aids were used to drive the point home
(slides and video movies).

My schoolmates were almost all whites with a few blacks,
and one brown, me! I was their first foreign student! I got a
lot of attention!

Since this was a private school, a lot of students were
dropped by their parents and some even had their own cars.
The school did not have school buses like they do in Public
Schools. There was a city (municipal) bus that stopped in the
school parking lot after school that I used to take to get back
home. One day, one of my schoolmates stopped me and
asked, “do you have a dime on you?” I looked all over myself
to see if I had something on my clothes, a mark, a bird
dropping? When he found me confused, he repeated the
question slowly, “do you have a dime onYOU?” I still
looked confused, then he said he was short of $0.10 for a bus
ride!! Here, a penny is $0.01, a nickel is $0.05, a dime is
$0.10, a quarter is $0.25.

One day in school a group of students approached me and
asked me if I wanted to buy a ticket for High School Prom? I
asked them what a “Prom” was. They said it is a big high
school party that is usually the highlight of their school year.
I asked them how much, and they said $50. This, to me, was

They wrote down my name
then they turned around and
asked me who | planned to
bring as my date! What?
Date? Coming from India, from
a very strict Muslim family,
bring a girl as a date!

a big amount but they insisted that it would be fun and that I
should not miss out. They even took me to our class teacher,
and he also reaffirmed that it was a major high school event
and that it would be a very memorable experience. After
debating a lot, I finally agreed. They wrote down my name
then they turned around and asked me who I planned to bring
as my date! What? Date? Coming from India, from a very
strict Muslim family, bring a girl as a date! I did not know any
girl that I dared ask! One of my friends saw the despair in my
eyes and came to my rescue. He said that no one has yet asked
his sister out for the prom, that he felt bad for his sister, and
he even offered to pay for my prom ticket if I asked her out!!
Sorry, I wasn’t ready for that! =

(The author is a real estate
investor, technology and banking
consultant, who lives in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, the USA.)
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‘GANDHI WIELDED

S0 MUCH POWER
WITHOUT POSSESSING
ANY POWER’

An interview with Achutan Ramachandran on his recent exhibition
‘Gandhi: Loneliness of the Great’, his eternal endeavour to capture
the harmony of nature, the lives, rituals and culture of the tribal
community, and his belief in the power of art...

By Malvika Kaul

chutan Ramachandran’s art (painting,

sculpture, graphics) has for years

successfully infused Indian classical

imagery with modern ethos.

Ramachandran grew up in Kerala
amidst Carnatic music, lotus ponds, cashewnut
trees and Raja Ravi Verma paintings. His now
iconic lotus pond series are a tribute to the mystic
beauty of nature, interlaced with parables and
messages of a civilisation in crisis. For decades,
Ramachandran has drawn inspiration from the
simple and nature-loving life of the Bhils of
Rajasthan, the pond at Ubeshwar Shiva temple, a
constant backdrop of his luminous works. At 87,
the activist in him has grown up, more adept at
diagnosing the social crisis. The writer talks to the
Padma Bhushan awardee on his recent exhibition
‘Gandhi: Loneliness of the Great’, his eternal
endeavour to capture the harmony of nature, and
his belief in the power of art.

Q. Gandhi appears to be a constant inspiration
for you. In 2019, you created an exhibition
‘Mahatma and the Lotus Pond’ which included
sketches of Gandhi and the now-famous sculpture
of Gandhi depicting his martyrdom. What
fascinates you about Gandhi?

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022

A. I was 12 when I was introduced to Gandhi by
my favourite teacher in school who was a
Gandhian. He talked so passionately in class
about Gandhi that I fell in love with him without
knowing anything about him. Gandhi’s life
appeared like a fairy tale to me. Later when I
went to Santiniketan, I learnt to appreciate
Gandhi more. Especially his ideas on Indian
culture and his vision for independent India. His
emphasis on strengthening the village systems,
using indigenous materials and supporting the
arts and crafts that emerged from villages. My
teachers like Nandalal Bose and Ramkinkar Baij
were greatly influenced by Gandhi’s thoughts and
ideas. At Shantiniketan, they visualised an art
movement largely inspired by Gandhi. Gandhi
advocated the sustenance of a village structure
where potters, weavers and other crafts people
thrived. He inspired artists to create art that was
attractive to common people and not remote
from their lives. Unfortunately, the ruthless
emphasis on science and technology, the
encouragement to big cities and promotion of
information and technology destroyed the
cultural ecology of villages. I deeply appreciate
Gandhi’s vision for India that was Indian in spirit
and outlook. I tried to mould myself as an artist



more inspired by his innate vision and moved
away from the modernists.

As a political leader, too, Gandhi is a figure
of reverence. There is no leader of his stature
in this world. He wielded so much power
without possessing any power. He influenced
thousands without holding any office of
influence. This is an enduring quality. While
there may be many leaders like Nelson Mandela
who made huge sacrifices, Gandhi’s position is
unique in human history.He is beyond politics,
he touched so many aspects of our lives. His
idea of panchayati raj proposed to construct
and not dismantle the village ecology. In
independent India, village crafts and art
traditions have been destroyed.

I am also impressed by Gandhi’s appearance
and conduct: travelling third class, frugal living,
consoling people during riots in Noakhali. His
choice of clothing — his audacity to wear a loincloth
and shawl on his visit to the Bukingham Palace
— illustrate his courage and commitment.

Over the years, several of his photographs are
etched in my mind. Some haunt me, like the one
taken after his wife Kasturba’s death in 1944. He
seems to be staring into blankness in that picture.
There is so much one gathers from his photographs

Gandhi advocated the
sustenance of a village
structure where potters,

weavers and other crafts
people thrived. He inspired

artists to create art that
was attractive to common

people and not remote
from their lives.

— his facial expressions, posture, his walk, his
hand movement — about the human qualities. For
me he stands out as a model.

Q. How and when did you start working on the
Gandhi drawings for this exhibition?

A. The drawings for this show were created between
2019 and 2020, when I went to Mumbeai to stay with
afriend. I was there for four months and worked on
the drawings.The drawings drew inspiration from
memory, history, current situation.

JANUARY 2022, PRAVASI INDIANS

www.pravasindians.com




Il ARTS & CULTURE | INTERVIEW

GETTING INTIMATE WITH GANDHI

A Ramachandran was 12 when he first sketched Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. The Mahatma was a fairy tale
figure for the young boy but as he grew in knowledge and art, he became more intimate with the revolutionary
leader. In 1969, to mark Gandhi’s centenary, Ramachandran created sketches for a mural ‘Gandhi and the 20th
Century Cult of Violence’ for Gandhi Darshan in New Delhi. Gandhi stayed as a constant study for the artist. In
October 2021, Vadehra Art Gallery showcased 20 ink/pen drawings of the Mahatma. Each one takes the viewer
closer to a flesh-and-blood Gandhi, fragile and strong, humble and self absorbed, courageous and giving.
Ramachandran’s portrait peels Gandhi off his super-hero status. It brings him closer to all of us.

Gandhi breaks the British Raj Salt Law in
1930.Ramachandran’s Gandhi has fragile L
frame that rests on firm legs, his arms |
exude the power of Hercules: Ink and
watercolour on paper.

Ramachandran’s head studies focus on Gandhi’s
eyes, lips, forehead, jaw, ears — pen and ink
strokes combine to create the moments of self-
reflection, sorrow, resolve, compassion and

h loneliness. Multiple lines create an intricate web of
j faces that portray a gamut of emotions.

Gandhi is under the microscope: Ink on paper.

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022
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In some of the drawings, "
Ramachandran used a moistbrush to oy
add to the intensity and emotion of | L
the expression. Pale grey daubs give
the portraits a depth, at times
energising them, at times making
them solemn. Gandhi in a meeting,
and (bottom) reflective amidst
setbacks: Ink and watercolour.

“The image of Gandhi determinedly
walking alone through riot-torn Noakhali
in 1946 has remained etched in my
memory,” says Ramachandran. Often
considered by historians as one ofthe
finest moments of his life, Gandhi
attempted to douse the fire of hatred as
parts of North India were ravaged by
communal riots. Ink on paper.
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Kastur Kapadia was 13 when she married 14-year-old
Mohandas. The Mahatma grew into a possessive young
husband and continued to be a dominating spouse. Yet

their bond of more than 60 years was remarkable. She was
his better half — an equal satyagrahi and freedom fighter, a
loving mother and grandmother and also one of the rare
persons who could give him a fight. She breathed her last in
on Gandhi’s lap at the Aga Khan Palace Detention Camp in
1944. The now famous photograph of a very lost Gandhi at
her funeral conveys his deep loss he may have felt at her
passing. Ramachandran’s Gandhi, wrapped in a shawl
staring into blankness completes the portrait of a leader
mourning for his partner and the loss of an era. Arun
Gandhi, his grandchild, wrote in Kasturba, A Life, that as
Bapu stood by the burning pyre of Kasturba, he said “The
best half of me is dead. What am | going to do now.”Ink and
water colour on paper.

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022

Art historian Ella Dutta comments
in the Vadehra Art Gallery
catalogue, “The image of Gandhi
walking away with his back to the
viewer remains a tantalizing work.
Is Gandhi abandoning us or is he
showing us a way forward?” The
drawings are open to
interpretation. They emote to
some and set some thinking
about the challenges that assalil
us today. Ink on paper.
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Q. You have been engaged with the tribal
community (Bhils from villages of Undri, Pai,
Ubeshwar, Eklingji and Baneshwar in Udaipur
district of Rajasthan) for many years. Your
colourful paintings celebrate their rituals and
culture. Are the black and white drawings a
shift in style?
A. For the last 40 years (except during COVID-19),
I have been going to Rajasthan villages and
staying with the community. I spend days
observing the Bhils, participate in their rituals
and customs, attend their all-night concerts. I
learnt to train in this way from my teachers in
Santiniketan who spent a lot of time with the
Santhals in the district. Unlike the European
studios, where painters created impressions of
the models, at Shantiniketan we were encouraged
to go out and observe, make quick sketches and
then return and paint according to the inherent
attributes of the subject.

I make thousands of sketches before starting
to work on something. Then I reconstruct and
reinterpret images.

Q. In your experience, does art have capacity to

ALL PICS COURTESY: VADEHRA ART GALLERY, NEW DELHI

| don’t think art really

change things? Are your recent works a statement
you are attempting as an artist?

A. I don’t think art really changes things. If that
were so, after Picasso’s Guernica, which depicts
the horrors of war, there would not have been any
war. Art for political purposes is not something I
believe in any longer. I changed my mind after
witnessing the horror of 1984 riots. I saw a mob

changes things. If that were
so, after Picasso’s Guernica,
which depicts the horrors of
war, there would not have
been any war. Art for political
purposes is not something |

brutally murder a man. Before ’84, I believed that
art can motivate change. Not any longer. For me,
Van Gogh’s Sunflowers is a far superior painting
than Guernica. In terms of craft, aesthetics,
colours and light, Sunflowers is outstanding.
That’s what an artist should strive for — beauty,
aesthetics — a superior form. Even if the subject is
gruesome, it may not be ugly in visual. Guernica
is structurally superior, but Sunflowers
demonstrates a certain spiritual quality. Sitting in
comfort of our drawing rooms we cannot say this
piece of art stopped war or influenced war.

If we want to change society, we have to go out
on the streets, carrying placards and shouting
slogans. You have to go out and address problems,
like Mother Teresa did, Baba Amte did. As an
artist, we need to create. At best, art can give
momentary nirvana. If you want to change society,
throw away your paints!

Q. With the exhibition entitled ‘Gandhi: Loneliness
of the Great’ what message did you attempt to
give? What about Gandhi endures with you?

believe in any longer

A. I named this series more while recalling the
image of Gandhi sitting next to Kasturba’s body,
staring far away. His sense of loss, emptiness.
That photograph haunts me. Gandhi had a vision
for India. Sadly, that has been lost. That is
disheartening. Besides, whether he was in a
crowd, or sitting alone somewhere, he had a
unique quality about himself. He was a very rare
human being.

A Ramachandran’s exhibition ‘Mahatma and
the Lotus Pond'was on display at the Vadehra Art
Gallery, New Delhi, from 1- 10 October 2021. =

(The author is a senior journalist
and writes a blog on art and culture
https://wordpress.com/post/iforart.
wordpress.com/657 from which
this article has been sourced.)
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RESILIENCE

ractEers and organisers of arts and culture hold out
hope té leave behind pandemic blues through in-person
éxhibitl ons, cultural events, and performances
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Odissi danseuse Arushi
Mudgal performing at
] NatyaTaranagini-organised
Parampara 2021on
November 19, 2021, in
New Delhi

-;;r

e

No cultural events could be held through 2020
due to Covid-19, nor during the first nine months
of 2021 as the second wave of Covid-19 peaked.
But there was hope and relief as more thana 100
crore doses of vaccines were administered by
the government at the Centre and in the states.
There was a gradual revival of cultural activities
as events began to be held physically in New
Delhi and other parts of the country in the later
part of 2021. Here are glimpses of those events
that speak of the undying human spirit to emerge
out of the worst calamity...
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1. Chairman of Indian Council of
Gultural Relations Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe lighting the lamp
with Raja Reddy, Radha Reddy
and Kaushalya Reddy of Natya
Tarangini at Parampara 2021 on
November 21, 2021 in New Delhi
2. Odissi danseuse Arushi Mudgal
performing at Natya Taranagini-
organised Parampara 2021on
November 19, 2021, in New Delhi
3. Hindustani classical singer
Madhup Mudgal of the Gandharva
Mahavidyalaya in New Delhi and
Sawani Mudgal sing for the Odissi
recital of Arushi Mudgal. Arushi
and Sawani are the daughters of
Madhup Mudgal. The Parampara
festival highlighted the
generational continuity in the arts.

PRAVASI INDIANS, JANUARY 2022




www.pravasindians.com

“Without art,
the crudeness
of reality would
make the world

unbearable.”

- George Bernard
Shaw
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“Our most valuable and
most instructive
materials in the history
of man are treasured up
in India.”

- Mark Twain
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1. Hindustani classical singer Sanjeev
Abhyankar sings at Parampara 2021 of
Natya Tarangini on November 21, 2021, in
New Delhi

2. Odissi danseuse Shagun Butani performs
at India International Gentre Double Bill
Recitals on November 25, 2021 in New Delhi
3. Kathak danseuse Manjari Chaturvedi
performs at the Qawwali Mehfil
accompanied by Qawwali Ustad Ranjhan Ali
of Dargah of Hazrat Banney Shah of Amritsar
at the India International Gentre on
November 27, 2021 in New Delhi

4, Tabla maestro Pandit Yogesh Sasmsi plays
at the Parampara 2021 of NatyaTarangini on
November 21, 2021, in New Delhi.

5. Mridangam maestro Thiruvaarur
Bhakthavatsalam plays at Parampara 2021
of Natya Tarangini on November 21, 2021, in
New Delhi

6-7. Odissi danseuse Shagun Butani
performs at India International Centre
Double Bill Recitals on November 25, 2021 in
New Delhi.
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1. Hindustani classical

singer Sanjeev Abhyankar @
and Pt. Vinay Sharma on

the Harmonium at

Parampara 2021 of Natya

Tarangini on November 21,

2021 in New Delhi

2-5. Art is the only balm
that can heal this
pandemic-ravaged world.
0 Jugni Punjab D?’, a large
format musical event was
performed at the
spectacular socially
distanced full Royal Opera
House.
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GATHERING STEAM

Leaving behind the Covid-19 nightmare, Indian economy is on the
road to robust recovery with all core sectors back to their normal
growth trajectory

By B Shekhar/Bangalore
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section of the economists, both India and

foreign, may not really toe the line that

Indian economy is back up and running at

a speed which hitherto may not have been

achieved without Covid-19 pandemic
hitting the very bottom of the economy.

In other words, Covid-19 to some extent, has
been a boon in the making for several core
sectors which have suddenly realised their
potential to be self-innovating rather than
relying on imports, awakened to the gravity of
undermining their very own potential for so
long. Emerging statistics clearly indicate several
core sectors such as automobile, agriculture,
commodities, and services are growing at a

)

break-neck speed, many crossing the proverbial
double-digit mark.

What Global Consulting

Firms predict

Let’s decipher the recent studies and surveys
conducted by global consulting firms to
substantiate the claim made by a section of the
economists on Indian economy.

No less an organisation like the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) which has a proven history
of always downgrading India’s business potential
and manufacturing capabilities, has forecast a
massive 9.5 percent growth in the Indian economy
against the projected global growth rate of 6
percent in 2021.

Luis Breuer, IMF’s senior resident
representative to India, admitted in a recent IMF
podcast, “What happens in India has a big impact,
both in the region and in the world.” IMF further
states in its latest annual review that India’s
broad range of fiscal, monetary and health
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responses to the crisis supported its recovery and,
along with economic reforms, these measures are
helping the country to mitigate a longer-lasting
adverse impact of the crisis.

Analysts at Morgan Stanley expect India’s
economy to witness a strong recovery, as pickup in
investment along with underlying structural
reforms is likely to lead to a virtuous cycle of “high
productive growth”. It further states: “We maintain
a constructive view on India’s economy — we expect
GDP growth to gather steam with all components
contributing positively: We expect consumption,
which so far has been lagging, to pick up in a broad-
based manner from Q1 FY22 as vaccination rates
cover the entire eligible population. Improving end
demand (consumption and exports) pushes capacity
utilization rates higher, alongside a conducive
policy environment which should push up private
capex from H2 FY22,”.

Morgan Stanley projects India’s GDP growth
at 7.8 per cent in 2022-23 (Apr-Mar) and 7.2 per

Luis Breuer, IMF’s senior resident
representative to India, admitted
in a recent IMF podcast, “What
happens in India has a big
impact, both in the region and in
the world.”
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growth in production of natural gas, steel, cement,
fertilisers, coal, refinery products and electricity.
In addition, the digital industry,
ecommerce, aviation, agri and food technology,
healthcare, education, financial services,
infrastructure and many of the other key
sectors are seeing double digit growth now.
Some like Indian healthcare sector even
witnessing 16 percent compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) for the last three years.
The Aviation and Hospitality (including
Tourism) sector, which had nose-dived, is now
hitting the cliff with almost 15 percent CARG.
People have begun to travel and vacationing is the
buzzword now. This has pushed these two core
sectors back into focus with surge in employment
opportunities. The demand for specialised

personnel has pushed salaries to the higher side
in these two segments, similar to the health,
education, electric mobility, renewable energy,
telecom, infrastructure, banking, finance, service,
insurance and digital sectors.

With good monsoon across the country,
agriculture output has seen record growth this
year. The farming community has begun to splurge
the surplus income. This has directly increased
rural consumption level which had almost dried
up two years ago, thereby, making industries work
overtime to bridge the demand-supply gap without
jacking the price margins up.

The real estate segment which had fallen flat
is now soaring into the skies. Apart from
residential real estate, the office space is once
again seeing a surge with Work From Home
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the latter to resume normal financial functions.
Mining reforms were also cleared, and they will
augment mining production and curtail imports.
The government is also working on a national
logistics policy that will slash logistics costs.

China’s position as a go-to
manufacturing location has
weakened, and producers are
looking to diversify. India has
emerged as an alternative, and

this will boost the government’s

vision of boosting domestic
production.

concept slowly easing out. Now atleast 60
percent of the workforce are back to working in
their offices.

India playing a major role

in the shifting of geopolitical
world order

One of the key ramifications of the global pandemic
has been the shift in global supply chains. China’s
position as a go-to manufacturing location has
weakened, and producers are looking to diversify.
India has emerged as an alternative, and this will
boost the government’s vision of boosting
domestic production.

Structural reforms are a priority for the
government as evident in reforms such as
disinvestment and the establishment of a bad bank
(a financial institution that segregates or removes
the bad assets (NPAs, or non-performing assets)
from parent banks’ balance sheets, thus allowing
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Spurring economic growth

The Government is constantly announcing
structural reforms suiting the specific industry
requirement. Some of the key industries that have
received specific policy boost include eCommerce
and EdTech. eCommerce growth will soon spill
over into the B2B space. Furthermore, the cold-
chain industry stands to benefit from India’s
eGroceries boom.

The road ahead

Investors should now look out for more
government incentives to spur manufacturing.
The forthcoming Union Budget 2022-23 may
announce radical and neo-policies which are in
tune with the requirement of global economy.
That will drive economic recovery much faster.
Opportunities for privatisation will open up as
the government has indicated a long-term vision
of industry-wide privatisation, barring a few
strategic sectors.

At the macro-economic level, as China’s
position as a “go-to manufacturing location” has
weakened substantially, India has now suddenly
become an attractive hub for foreign investments
in the manufacturing space. Several mobile phone,
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The Indian Cellular and
Electronics Association (ICEA)
predicts that India has the
potential to scale up its
cumulative laptop and tablet
manufacturing capacity to US$
100 billion by 2025 through policy

luxury and automobile brands, among others,
have already moved bases out of China to set up
or are looking to establish their manufacturing
bases in the India.

However, this churning in the international
order had begun much before the pandemicactually
struck. There was already an indisputable trend
towards a multipolar world and the power centre
of the global economy began to shift to Asia. India
was one of the prominent business players to
attract investments from global partners as de-
risking business from China was in place for
several nations already.

The current world order has been substantially
altered and this is bound to give rise to a new post-
COVID dispensation. In this state of flux, space
has been created for aspiring and emerging powers
to take centrestage and help shape a new world
with a better future for all. India is just now
capitalising on this new-found opportunity.

Many studies have pin-pointed that the
manufacturing sector of India has the potential to
reach US$ 1 trillion by 2025.The Indian Cellular
and Electronics Association (ICEA) predicts that
India has the potential to scale up its cumulative
laptop and tablet manufacturing capacity to US$
100 billion by 2025 through policy interventions.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
saying at many forums that impetus will be given
to developing new industrial corridors. Also there
are plans afoot to bring more II and III-Tier cities
under the Smart Cities ambit. The corridors
would only further assist in integrating,

interventions.

monitoring and developing a conducive business
environment for the industrial development and
will promote adoption of advance technologies
in manufacturing sector.

In conclusion, if 2020 was the year of collapse
for India, especially the MSME sector, 2022 is the
year of robust revival and recovery leaving behind
Covid-19 nightmares. Almost all core sectors are
back to its normal growth trajectory.

What is desperately needed and being openly
advocated by industry captains to further propel
the economic growth to the next level is that both
Union and the State Governments should work in
tandem and announce right kind of policy,
administrative and procedural reforms which are
in tune with the industry requirement. In a short
span of time, India will occupy the position of the
“go-to manufacturing hub” of the world. =

(The author is a Bengaluru-based
business journalist associated
with IMS Foundation.)
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THE SURREAL WORLD OF

CRYPTO

Government finds itself on the horns of a dilemma on
crypto currency front

By Kumud Das

he government finds itself in a catch-22
situation over the influx of crypto
currencies. Neither can it legally allow
the digital gold to be used for
transactions in the country, nor can it
put a blanket ban on the virtual currency.

In fact, it was for the second time that the
government could not table the Bill on crypto
currency regulation on the floor of Parliament
during the Winter session though it was scheduled
on the Parliament’s agenda. The Bill had been
deferred during the Budget session of Parliament
on February 01, 2021 too. The reason is clear.

The government is not yet clear in its mind
on how to regulate the virtual currency. But, at
the same time, it is unable to regulate the influx
of investments into the ‘digital gold’ as Indians
within the country and even Indian diaspora
living abroad have taken a fancy for the virtual
currency. Huge investments have been made
by them into the currency, though it is yet to
become a legal tender in the country.

As per an estimate, there are nearly 20 million
crypto investors, but there is no clarity on the size
of the Indian crypto market. Thus, a blanket ban
is set to shake up the entire crypto ecosystem and
affect millions who have put in their hard-earned
money into various crypto trading exchanges.

The third and the foremost reason being the
non-fungible tokens (NFTs) which have become
a craze investment for the celebrities. These NFTs
are mostly traded in crypto currencies.

Commenting on it, former Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg, who had headed the inter-
ministerial committee (IMC) that drafted the
crypto currency bill titled as ‘Banning of
Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official Digital
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Currency Bill, 2019’, has said that the government
has been buffeted by two forces in this matter.
First, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been
constantly pressuring the government to ban
crypto-currencies and statutorily empower RBI to
issue digital bank-notes.

The crypto-currency exchanges, applying the
force from the other side, want the government
to treat crypto-currencies as assets and
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statutorily create a regulatory mechanism for the
same, he added.

According to Garg, “Whether misused for
hawala and money laundering, investments
worth billions of dollars escaping abroad and
capital gains tax being avoided by the trade
exchanges as well as investors continue to be
deeper challenges before the government before
it gives a go ahead for the same.”

Keeping this in view, the experts believe that
time is ripe for the government and the RBI as
well to expedite the process of introducing central
bank digital currency (CBDC) to curb the massive
use of virtual currencies whose circulation,

though illegal, has gone through the roof now.
This step will go a long way in stalemating the
cash in circulation (CIC) too, which has surged
to a record Rs 29.4 lakh crore as on October 29.
As a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP),
it rose to a record 14.5 per cent for the fiscal
2020-21. The surge comes despite increased
penetration of digital payments. It goes against
the basic premises on which demonetisation was
imposed five years ago.

For starters, the demonetisation was imposed
five years ago to kill two birds with one arrow.
First, it was aimed at inculcating a habit among
the common man to prefer digital currency to
cash. Secondly, it was a kind of
crusade against the hoarding of
black money.

Yes, transparency as an
outcome of demonetisation in
use of currency did check black
money to a certain extent. But,
when it comes to use of CIC vs.
digital payments, it continues
to be a debate if we really
achieved our goal.

While almost 100 per cent
of cash came back to the system
post-demonetisation, CIC has
seen a surge since then. This
despite the fact that digital
payments have also touched a
historic height.

As a percentage of gross domestic product
(GDP), CIC rose to a record 14.5 per cent for the
fiscal 2020-21. The surge comes despite increased
penetration of digital payments.

However, an internal report by Ecowrap says
that latest currency in circulation has remained
constant over the previous year even as record
purchases happened during Diwali at Rs 1.25 lakh
crores. This happened for the first time since 2014.

Rather, it expresses satisfaction over the fact
that Indian consumers have now migrated big
time to better technology platform like UPI, which
has jumped 70 times in last 4 years, that does not
require the intervention of a POS machine and
factor authentications.

Secondly, the government is currently busy in

As per an estimate, there
are nearly 20 million crypto
investors, but there is no
clarity on the size of the
Indian crypto market.
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framing the necessary guidelines for the proposed
rolling out of central bank digital currency (CBDC)
in its bid to wage war against the virtual currency,
which is being operated from foreign soil at the
moment. Virtual currencies are like the cat out of
the bag as the RBI doesn’t have any direct control
over these virtual currencies and hence it has been
raising its concern over such currencies from time
to time. Former RBI deputy governor, NS
Vishwanathan has raised a voice of concern
against these currencies of late.

High volatility of crypto currency is just
another challenge the law of the land is currently
struggling with. A high-priced crypto, Ethereum,
fluctuated between Rs 30,000 and Rs 3.69 lakh
during the year preceding November 5, 2021.
Today, Ethereum, bought at its lowest price of the
year, fetches 9o per cent return. In comparison to
Bitcoin and Ethereum, Polygon Matic is selling
(November 5) at a very low price of around Rs 155.
However, its price fluctuation (between 91 paise
and Rs 215) over the past one year is very high —
around 200 per cent.
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The one cent-priced Squid skyrocketed and
then tanked, but the story of another low-priced
crypto, Shiba Inu, is different. Though selling at
even less than a paisa — 0.0039 paisa to be precise,
Shiba is going strong. During the last week, Shiba’s
price doubled and its market value soared to more
than $51 billion last week, putting it among the
top 10 crypto currencies.

Crypto market is quite small as compared to
the market of traditional currencies. It is easy for



www.pravasindians.com

Some crypto promoters
also destroy a part of their
coin supply, using the
burning mechanism. This
creates scarcity of the
coin and thus raising its
demand and value.

Surprisingly, all crypto currencies have a finite
supply. Their supply speed is uncertain and not
controllable by anyone. In the case of Bitcoins, only 11
million coins can be mined. So, with the expansion of
the crypto market, if the Bitcoin demand rises, then the
coin price is bound to skyrocket. The crypto market
attracts a large number of part-timers who want to
make quick money. Since all part-timers are not able
to make money, the market sees frequent entry and exit
of part-timers, leading to price volatility.

Fiat money or fiat currency represents legal-
tender paper money or coins, which are issued and
backed by a government. However, crypto
currencies are pure digital assets, with no
government backing or backing of a commodity
such as gold. Devoid of any stabilising government
or commodity control, the price of crypto currency
is determined entirely by the laws of supply-
demand. Any factor affecting their supply-demand
may lead to a wide fluctuation in their price.

Some crypto promoters also destroy a part of
their coin supply, using the burning mechanism.
This creates scarcity of the coin and thus raising
its demand and value.

The high price volatility has already been a
concern regarding the unregulated crypto currency
market. And, now the Squid scam would give a new
momentum to the demand for crypto market
regulation. In the absence of regulations, listing new
cryptos on decentralised exchanges is quite easy. If
the cryptos being listed are created by promoters
with malicious intent, then their prices are artificially
inflated by the pump and dump practice to lure
gullible investors who want to make a fast buck.
Experts emphasise market regulation to save naive
speculators to trigger price volatility in certain  investors from losing their small savings by falling
cryptos. Let us have a look at some of the causes  prey to wildly inflated valuations of coins like Squid. =
of price volatility in crypto currencies worldwide.

Whales are the small groups of people holding
large amounts of cryptos. They can influence the
crypto trade. They may crash the price of a certain
crypto by suddenly selling it in large numbers. The
price crash, if it happens to be in a strong crypto
like Bitcoin, may have a ripple crash effect for the .
entire market. (The author is a senior journalist.)
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REPOSITORY OF HISTORY AND

HERITAGE

The six yards of elegance and sensuality has changed over
centuries with the influence of many cultures and traditions
making it distinct and diverse

By Harsha Bhargavi Pandiri

ecently, a restaurant was shut down for
not allowing a woman clothed in a saree.
It was pathetic that saree has not been
included in the list of appropriate
dresses in the hospitality world.

There is a long history of elegance and pride
behind the six yards draped by the woman. Saree has
always been indispensable and integral to Indian
culture. It has been a source of inspiration and
appreciation for costume lovers across the world.
Saree is the only costume in the world which can be
worn on all occasions.

Every woman and man has an emotional bonding
with a saree. It is the only costume that is preserved
for generations and passed on. The almirah of a
house has at least one saree in memory of someone
special. A beautiful saree contains memories that
women wear, it symbolises art, history and our
culture. It is not only a piece of cloth but also is a
repository of family history. It has an emotional
connectivity and bond for every woman.

There is evidence of the saree from the Indus
Valley Civilisation which is seen in a statue depicting
a female priest wearing a long piece of cloth like a

saree. The word ‘saree’ is believed to be derived from

The early statues show a Sanskrit word meaning “strip of cloth” and, also,
that the saree was dra pe d found in Buddhist. literature as ‘sattika", anq later
. . evolved as sati.With the passage of time, it has
in a sensual manne r, which become known as saree. It was first mentioned in Rig
was tied at the WaiSt, Veda, the oldest surviving literature of the world,
covered u p the Iegs and written aroupd '1500 BC. It is ‘eV1dent tbat
. contemporary indigenous clothes derive from a high

came in front of the legs and hoary tradition.
like a decorative d rape. The early statues show that the saree was draped

in a sensual manner, which was tied at the waist,
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covered up the legs and came in front of the legs like
a decorative drape. There was also mention of saree
in Indian epics like the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana. From the Indus Valley Civilisation to the
establishment of empires like the Mauyras, the
Guptas, and later to the consolidation of the Mughal
Empire, every major dynasty in India contributed to
the evolution of the Indian saree. Till the 14th
century, the dhoti was worn by both men and women

The social change has had an impact on the
woven cloth, colours and designs. The indigenous
people have developed a talent for popular art and a
profound sense of beauty in designing the costume
over time. With the evolving lifestyle and comfort,
the costumes were redesigned but the six yards saree
remained the same.

In ancient times, law regulated the use of certain
types of clothes. The length of the garment was
related to a person’s social status. Some of these
customs persist even today in the use of ceremonial
costumes on special occasions. The use of rich
fabrics, embellishments and beautiful motifs were
combined by the master weavers to make saree an
ethnic garment.

Over time, a number of fabulous varieties were
developed to enhance the traditional, cultural and
aesthetic value of sarees. The Greeks have introduced
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the art of stitching in
India where every region
has evolved its own peculiar
style. Later, various methods have been
developed for weaving, dyeing, and printing of the
fabric which have combined with the highly
developed artistic finesse of the saree. The country
has the grace to accept the best from the foreign
influences and incorporating it into its already rich
cultural heritage. This aspect of Indian cultural set-
up can be perceived in the growth of the ‘saree’.
The saree has earned fame worldwide. In India,
sarees are loved by the young as well as old women.
Different regions of the country have different sarees
such as Bandhni (Rajasthan, Gujarat), Chikan
(Lucknow), Kota Doria (Rajasthan), Banarasi
(Benaras), Taant (Bengal), Baluchari, Kantha (West
Bengal), Kanchipuram, Madisar (Tamil Nadu),
Patola (Gujarat), and Chanderi (Madhya Pradesh).
The popularity of saree in India can be gauged
from the fact that it is worn on almost all occasions,
be it a wedding, a party or day-to-day work. It has
become the most popular outfit, which is dynamic,
depending on the occasion. During important
ceremonies such as a wedding, religious ceremonies

JANUARY 2022, PRAVASI INDIANS




Il | FASHION | SAREE

and bridal wear, the saree is the incontestable
outfit. India being a country of great cultural
diversity, many of the Indian Christian brides
started to prefer wearing white saree with a white
blouse instead of their traditional Western wedding
gown. Each region has specific patterns and designs
on the saree.

The patterns on the saree have symbolic
significance. Paisley (ornamental design using boteh
or buta, a tear-drop shape with a curved upper end)
and fish represent fertility, and abundance of food
and children. These patterns were mostly imprinted
on the sarees worn by people living in the coastal
regions. Designs in the form of an elephant symbolise
water, fertility, wealth, and good luck. It also
exemplifies Lord Ganesha who is the remover of
obstacles. The peacock depicted on the fabric
represented the physical and emotional power of a
person. The conch was also a symbol of the gods and
represented the bugle used in war.

Similarly, the use of colours in the sarees also
means a lot. In Indian mythology, the goddess is
symbolised in a particular colour of saree like
Saraswati in a white saree representing peace, Durga
in red saree representing power. Different colours of
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sarees symbolise different virtues, qualities, and
themes. Usually, a saree is chosen according to the
colour suitable for the day. For example, on Tuesday
people love to wear red-coloured sarees, green for
Wednesday, yellow for Thursday, black for Saturday.
Indians attach a lot of importance to numerology and
astrology. Based on the astrological calculations,
women choose the colour of the saree. And every
occasion has a colour. Red-coloured sarees are
draped on special occasions such as weddings,
parties and other special moments. As red symbolises
dominance and passion, women prefer to wear them
on various occasions.

A saree gives a lady an attractive, beautiful,
and fashionable appearance. It’'s a versatile
ensemble that can be worn on nearly every
occasion. The ancient wear not only preserves the
culture of India, it also expresses Indian pride. =

(The author is Assistant Director,
Telangana Bhavan, New Delhi.)
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*SCIENTIFIC EVIDENGE-
BASED STEPS NEEDED
TO PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19”

T

mid rising concerns of fast-spreading
Omicron variant together with the
already prevailing pandemic
scenario, Sujeet Kumar Jha spoke
to well-known Child Specialist
Dr H P Singh on the need to expand the
coverage and opening up of the vaccination for
children even below the age of 15 years.
Excerpts from the interview:

Q. How effective do you find the new
measures announced by the government
to tackle the resurgence of Covid-19?
A. All these are scientific study-based measures,
hence quite effective. Whenever any vaccine
comes, it is required to be studied and tested
first before getting administered to kids.

Q. What is the booster dose all about?

A. Tt should be termed as a precaution dose. It
is the third dose. In our country, a large number
of people have been administered
COVISHIELD, which is a vector-based vaccine.
Scientific fraternity is of the view that after a
vector vaccine dose, booster dose of any protein

We need to place more
emphasis on individual and
family protection. Only that

community can be

considered safe in which
the individuals protect

themselves and
their families.
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sub-unit-based vaccine will work. The
government has approved recombinant
nano-particle protein-based vaccine by
Novavax company.

Q. How safe are the people who have
been vaccinated with two doses against
the threat of Omicron?

A. Whether any person has been infected with
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Omicron or any other variant, it can be known
only after genome sequencing. Now, the
government sends all the samples for genome
sequencing tests. How many old and Omicron
strains are there can be known after the meta-

Soon, we will be able to
include all the age groups in
the vaccination drive. The
idea has been to vaccinate

analysis in the coming days. Statistical values
analysis of those people who have got infected
by Omicron despite being vaccinated earlier—
will reveal this. However, we can say that this
strain is a bit less serious. But we need to
follow all the corona safety protocols including
vaccination.

Q. There are people in the country who
have not got even the first dose, and the
below 15 population has not been
vaccinated. What more needs to be done
to safeguard our population?

A. We need to place more emphasis on
individual and family protection. Only that
community can be considered safe in which
the individuals protect themselves and their
families. On a larger scale, it will prove to be
successful on district and then state levels. In
short, I would say it is imperative to safeguard
ourselves at the individual level. Any mission,
whether big or small, becomes successful only
with the right kind of knowledge, attitude
and practice.

We don’t have any dearth of knowledge now
vis-a-vis this infection as we are already looking
at it for the last two years. But some people are
deliberately indulging in risky behaviour.
Because of their wrong attitude, the entire
society comes under threat and gets affected.

Q. Why haven’t we been able to develop
any medicine to prevent Covid infection?
A. It’s not that there isn’t any medicine. For
example, anti-viral drug Molnupiravir has been
developed and it’s working on some people. In
terms of the medicines and vaccines development,
we have already achieved a considerable feat.
However, due to lack of sufficient study, it will
take some more time to develop a sure shot cure
of this infection. We all must understand that an
epidemic of such a large magnitude occurs only
once in a century and all the concerned
authorities are continuously engaged in finding
out the remedy of it.

Q. What more is required to prevent
Covid and its effects on the people in
such a scenario?

A. While Covid appropriate behaviour is the
biggest known remedy currently, a balanced
approach allowing socio-economic activities is
also required urgently. We will have to live life

the vulnerable age
group first.

very carefully for some more time to adjust
ourselves in the new normal.

Q. How do you find night curfew applied
in some states to prevent the spread of
the virus?

A. Night curfew is not at all based on any scientific
findings, moreover, the movement of people is
already reduced in night; so, it’s not at all
advisable. Night curfew is being looked at by the
World Health Organization (WHO) to know
whether it has any scientific base or not. It’s not
an evidence-based programme, but only an
administrative step. We haven’t got any evidence
in terms of the growing number of Corona cases
getting reduced due to the night curfew. Ours is a
highly populous country and we need such
measures that help us in segregating people at all
locations where they usually gather, like the
marketplaces and other such places.

Q. What is your view of the recent
meaures taken by the government in the
fight against Covid-19?

A. The government is well-prepared to tackle
with the corona resurgence. Medically, the
conclusion will depend on the further studies
of the evidence and findings. Various vaccines,
including nasal vaccines, are also in the
pipeline. Steps are being taken with utmost
precaution and we will surely make considerable
progress in defeating this virus.

Q. What more is required? Isn’t it
necessary to vaccinate the entire
population irrespective of their age?

A. Efforts are underway and very soon we will be
able to include all the age groups in the vaccination
drive. The idea has been to vaccinate the
vulnerable age group first. Now we have been able
to develop new vaccines as well to vaccinate all. =

(The interviewer is a senior journalist,
formerly associated with Realty Plus
magazine.)
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his is a book of profiles of nine

women achievers from a

bewilderingly wide range of

fields, from a film actress

(Rituparna Sengupta), rights
activist (Aruna Roy), karate champrion
(Sandhya Shetty), racing driver (Bani
Yadav), wildlife biologist (Latika Nath),
interior designer (Payal Kapoor), dancer
(Mallika Sarabhai), mountaineer (Premlata
Agrawal) to beauty and wellness expert
(Blossom Kochhar). Author Swarnendu
Biswas is a journalist, and in this book, he
combines the diligence of a journalist of not
leaving out the details of the person’s life
and personality. But what makes this book
disarming is his unabashed admiration for
the women he writes about, the admiration
of a man for women achievers. Feminist
ideologues might accuse him of the much-
maligned male gaze, but Biswas wears his
heart on his sleeves. That is why, these
profiles are more than mere journalistic
pieces. The fact that the women in this book
have given him time and spoken about
their public and personal life is a clear vote
of confidence for the man who wrote about
them. There is quite a bit of sentimentality
and mushiness in the writing but that
shows the author is willing to show his
vulnerability. It is easier to write a clinically,
objective piece.

For example, he writes in his
introduction to Payal Kappor, the reputed
interior designer: “Amidst the sea of crowd
was a thin fair girl with large black eyes
with a sea of dreams swimming through
them.” Then he writes at the beginning of
his interview with her: “Payal Kapoor
laughed indulgently at the mushy

introduction given about her by my
mediocre writing as we sipped cold coffee
in her well decorated study. I do not know
whether she liked it or not, but I decided to
keep it nevertheless.” Of course, this would
not have passed muster in any of the Indian
newsrooms because of the strange officious
attitude adopted by many of the editors.
But it is this candour, which could make the
reader wince, that makes the book valuable.
Here is an honest account of a genuine
encounter between the writer and his
subject, one of the true joys of journalism.

At other times, he adopts the plain
journalistic style which says it all. He
writes: “A person who does not know her
would be amazed to know that this simple,
down-to-earth housewife became the
oldest woman in India to scale Mt. Everest,
the tallest peak of the world. Yes, Premlata
Agrawal did achieve the coveted distinction
in 2011, at the young age of 48.”

Biswas chooses his subjects well and
reveals a lot about the human being
behind the stupendous achievements. It
is this factor that makes the book a
valuable read. There is need for more
books like these about more of our
achievers. It is a good thing that a man has
written about these women achievers, and
he does not fight shy of hiding a man’s
admiration for these women. »

(The reviewer is a senior
journalist and political
commentator.)
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PROTECTING

THE JUMBOS
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ndia is a country where most

auspicious occasions are

marked by an invocation to Lord

Ganesha, and kings were called

Gajapatis! It is therefore ironic
that Indian Forest Officer Sanjeev Kumar
Chadha’s ‘Jumbos on the Edge: The Future
of Elephant Conservation in India’ serves
areminder that we must act with alacrity
to ensure that jumbos are not edged out
forever. As Raman Sukumar puts it so
succinctly in the Foreword: ‘whether in its
role as an ecosystem engineer par
excellence or as a much-loved deity in the
form of Ganesha, the elephants’ biological
and cultural legacy is unparalleled’. But the
future is on a slippery slope.

We learn from this book that elephants
had been domesticated and used in times
of peace and war in the Harrapan
civilisation. In fact, the author avers that
the taming of elephants precedes the
Harrapans. The Arthashastra also gives
instructions for the care of elephants as
well as their classification, training, diet,
healthcare, and deployment in battle. Eight
kinds of Gaja Vanas (elephant forests) are
described in the Arthashastra, which
shows that the state was certainly keen to
keep an eye on the jumbos! We are also
aware that in the hey days of the Kalinga
empire, there were close to 99,000
elephants in the Imperial army. Most
significantly, the only time Yudhishtar did

not speak the ‘whole truth’ was with
reference to the elephant that was also
named Ashwatthama!

However, today the twenty-seven
elephant reserves in the country hold less
than thirty thousand elephants, and
another three thousand are domesticated.
The four distinct elephant groups in the
wild are spread over four geographies — the
Northern population of ~1600, NE
population of ~9,200, Eastern population
of ~2600 and the Southern population of
~12,800, besides forty feral elephants in
the Andaman and Nicobar islands. In fact,
even today the talk of elephant conservation
is a sub text of the inevitable elephant
human conflict as the elephant territory
shrinks, and they are forced to forage for
their food in settlements along the forest.

The strength of the book lies in the fact
that Chadha is not just stating the problem,
which is what most commentators do after
a cursory perusal of Google and Wikipedia.
What he has done is to take us on a journey
of ‘Project Elephant’ launched in 1992 by
the Government of India to address the
issue holistically.The idea was to protect
the elephants, their habitat, their corridors
besides looking at the issue of man-
elephant conflict and the welfare of
domesticated elephants. States were
offered financial and technical assistance
to create the twenty-seven elephant
reserves, of which nine are interstate. This
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IFS officer Sanjeev Kumar Chadha

involved notifying nearly 70,000 square
kilometres of forest reserve and the
development of a five-pronged strategy.
This included planned management of the
extant habitat for viable wild populations,
measures for mitigation of man-elephant
conflict, including support for change of
cropping patterns, livelihood opportunities
for human beings in elephant habitats,
measures to protect elephants from
poachers and other unnatural causes,
research, awareness, and sensitisation to
elephant mores in the development
paradigm, and last but not the least, eco-
development and veterinary care.

To my mind, the fifth chapter is the
‘core’ of the book in which the conflict
mitigation strategies are discussed.
Chadha says that the formulation of a
mitigation strategy for a linear project
(roads, railways, transmission lines and
canals) must entail prevention of adverse
impacts to the extent possible with
design changes, reduction of adverse
impacts, restoration of damage caused
to the ecosystem and adequate
compensation. The focus should not only

The Arthashastra also gives
instructions for the care of elephants as
well as their classification, training, diet,

healthcare, and deployment in battle.

be on mitigation at and around the
project site but impacts on the wider
landscape should be addressed with
emphasis on maintaining corridor
connectivity  ‘Designing linear
infrastructure must incorporate
experiences across different habitats
around the world. A regulatory regime
is a must to alter human behaviour in
and around the protected areas in the
form of speed restrictions, road closures,
restrictions on parking and feeding of
wild animals.

The case study on the Rajaji-Corbett
elephant range identified the Haridwar-
Rishikesh -Dehradun highway and
railway line, Chilla Power canal, eastern
Ganga canal and the Kotdwar-

JANUARY 2022, PRAVASI INDIANS
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Article 48-A
was added to
the Directive
Principles of
State Policy:
‘the State shall
endeavour to
protect and
improve the
environment
and to
safeguard the
forests and
wildlife of the
country’.
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Lansdowne-Pauri Road as the main
impediments faced by the elephants in
this range. He suggests elevated highways,
overpasses, eco-friendly bridges on canals
and water tanks, besides ensuring that
power lines do not sag. There is a case
study on the Dedicated Freight corridor
and the Gautam Buddha Wildlife
sanctuary. Chadha argues that with
proper planning and foresight, adequate
measures can be put in place to prevent
the elephant-human conflict. What
matters most is ‘sensitivity’ on the part of
all stakeholders — for the decisions taken
today have a long-term, and irreversible
impact on the eco system.

Before closing it is important to
understand some of the key constitutional
amendments which have a bearing on
wildlife conservation. These include
Articles 48-A and 51-A. It is true that the
(original) Constitution of India had no
direct provision for environmental
protection. Global consciousness regarding
the protection of environment in the
seventies, especially the Stockholm
Conference and increasing awareness of
the environmental crisis prompted the
government to introduce direct provisions
for protection of environment. Article 48-A
was added to the Directive Principles of
State Policy, which inter alia read: ‘the
State shall endeavour to protect and
improve the environment and to safeguard

the forests and wildlife of the country.’ In
addition to this, Article 51A made
protection of environment a Fundamental
Duty of every citizen. ‘It shall be the duty
of every citizen of India to protect and
improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife
and to have compassion for living
creatures.” Thus, protection and
improvement of natural environment is the
duty of the State (Article 48-A) and every
citizen (Article 51- A (g)).

While these two legislations had a
positive impact, Chadha also draws our
attention to the conflict scenario arising out
of the Forest Rights Act 2006, which was
passed by the Parliament to address the
historical injustice done to people living in
and around forests whose rights were taken
away by the colonial state while declaring
the forest as reserved. However, these
notifications did not recognise the
traditional rights of people living in and
around the forests. The process of
identifying such people, and verifying their
claims was done at the level of the Gram
Sabha, subdivision and district through
committees constituted as per the
provisions of the Act. Over forty lakh
individual claims were received, of which
nearly half have been settled and forty-one
lakh acres of forest land have been
distributed. However, the balance claims
are contested, and this is a major source of
conflict between the Forest administration
and claimants, many of whom are backed
by interested NGOs. Chadha points an
accusatory finger at the arbitrary extension
of the cut-off date from October 25, 1980,
to December 13, 2005, as the main reason
for this conflict.

In fine, this is an excellent read for all
those interested in knowing why jumbos
are on the edge, and how we must pool in
our resources to ensure that they are back
in the centre of an ecosystem which belongs
to them! =

(The author is a historian,
public policy analyst, and
Festival Director at the Valley
of Words, Dehradun. Until
recently, he was the Director
of the Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration, Mussoorie.)
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